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Newsletter 16 

Tuesday 21 July 2020 
 

Principal’s Report 

Return of Remote Learning 

Welcome back everyone to term three. Whilst we wish we could have commenced the term with students at 

the school, I would like to congratulate everyone for the positive start to remote learning this week. 

Teachers have already held two class meetings and started their small group Literacy and Numeracy 

sessions. Feedback that I received from staff regarding yesterday’s learning and teaching was positive, with 

high levels of attendance and engagement across the school. 

 

Last week I hosted Virtual Morning Teas to share our approach to this term’s remote learning. We received 

helpful comments and insights, and the school continues to welcome feedback as to how remote learning is 

going for families, as this can only help us to improve the experience. Feel free to email any thoughts and 

comments to the school. 

 

 
The school grounds are missing the energy and exuberance of the students. 

 

Onsite Supervision 

One of the ways that the school has been supported by families is through your understanding of the 

school’s position regarding onsite supervision. This is quite an unusual situation for the school, because 

normally we want to welcome and encourage people onto the school grounds. However, the current 

situation means that we need to manage the numbers so that only students who attend school are those in 

families where the parent/s must work away from their home, or children who are vulnerable. 

mailto:fairfield.ps@education.vic.gov.au?subject=Remote%20Learning%20Feedback
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The school is appreciative of the efforts that families are going to, to ensure that their child/ren learn from 

home. Fewer students at school reduces the transmission risk of COVID-19. 

 

For onsite supervision, we run small class sizes as part of our risk management strategy, which results in 

running multiple classes. Having classes of up to 15 students of different ages, all accessing remote learning, 

can be challenging to manage. The teachers supervising have been expertly supported by our integration 

aides, who have ensured that they days have run smoothly. 

 

I remind families who request this supervision to complete the weekly survey by 9am on a Friday. This 

allows us to organise staffing, classrooms and devices on a Friday afternoon. Receiving requests during the 

weekend can make things very difficult to manage and such requests may not be able to be accommodated. 

 

Sarah Abbott 

Sarah has been absent from school since last Tuesday due to a significant back injury. I am pleased to say 

that she underwent a successful operation on Saturday. At this stage, we do not know when Sarah will 

return to work. A big part of her role is communicating with families, particularly around wellbeing matters. 

The school will ensure that we have systems in place so that we remain in contact with families who liaise 

often with Sarah.  

 

We wish Sarah well with her recovery, and we look forward to having her back on deck in the near future. 

 

Building Works 

The school building works are serving as a welcome distraction from COVID-19 conversations. The Wingrove 

St campus is on schedule. The first floor concrete pour took place during the holidays and current work is on 

the roof structure, which is taking shape. It was exciting to go on a site tour last week, with a first floor visit.  

 

Sections of our current school site are undergoing some serious transformations. See if you can work out the 

parts of the school from the photos below. 

 

  
Staff are thrilled with this work! Known as the ‘Alice in Wonderland’ door (see the very high 

handle). Where is this temporary wall/door located? 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPS-Supervision-Request
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The wall colour might give this room away Stripped floors and multiple doors 

 

 
With the false classroom ceilings removed, it is lovely to see some of the original architectural features of the building. 

 

~ Paul Wallace, Principal 
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Community News 

Iso-Talented—Share your Skills! 

Last term during remote learning 1.0, we received many amazing videos of talented families making music, 

reciting tongue twisters and other fun activities. This term we invite you to submit short videos (no more 

than 1-minute in length) of you singing, rapping, beat-boxing or telling a funny joke. Why? We’d love to 

showcase FPS community talent via our next online assembly. If you have a gift – share it!  

 

 What: ‘Iso-talented’ – a collection of videos showcasing family/student skills. 

 How to Submit: Submit videos in an MP4 format to this form: https://bit.ly/2Cn45vj  

 Viewing: The ‘Iso-talented’ compilation will be available for viewing with our upcoming online 

assembly.  

 

Locked Down Trivia—It’s Back! 

For those wanting to fill a Friday night with fun and frivolity, Locked Down Trivia is back and supporting/ 

fundraising for a variety of community groups and causes. Trivia will be held every Friday at 8am. Join with 

your immediate household, or remotely with friends (WhatsApp is great for collaboration across homes). 

 

 Find out more via their Facebook page 

 Register for an upcoming trivia session.  

o A Zoom meeting link will be emailed after you have registered. 

 

It’s a lot of fun and a great way to connect with others virtually! 

 

Parent Seminar: Supporting Parents to Help their Children through Stressful Times  

During the COVID-19 crisis, stress levels have been heightened for all of us. The Berry Street Education 

Model have designed a workshop for parents to help you support your children as restrictions continue. The 

session will be interactive and will include time for conversations and reflections on what our children need 

from us throughout this time. The workshop will include practical strategies for de-escalation – to help 

children and families find a greater sense of calmness and security. 

 

 When: Wednesday 29 July, from 6.30 – 7.30pm 

 Click to register for the seminar  

o After registering, an email will be sent with details on how to join the Zoom meeting. 

 Click for more information 

 

~ Berry Street Educational Model  

 

From the Specialist Teachers 

Padlet —A Platform for Sharing! 

As we enter remote learning this term, the Specialist Teachers will be working with Padlet as a way to 

encourage student participation and community engagement in our specialist programs.  

 

https://bit.ly/2Cn45vj
https://www.facebook.com/lockeddowntrivia/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rceyqqjotH9Uy9qONM5GRWud8orEGSp6h
https://berrystreet.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEuce6vqzwsG9T7D1xgntam91MGT17uTSZK
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/For-Parents-Supporting-your-children-through-stressful-times-Wednesday-July-29-6.30-7.30.pdf
https://padlet.com/
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The Padlet platform is an online too that allows students/families to share their work, or pictures of 

themselves, to generate discussion and responses. Please note, the school will not upload any images/work 

of children – this will only be done by those who are interested in contributing to the platform. Please see 

Padlet’s terms of privacy for more information. 

 

How will Padlet be used by the Specialists? 

 In Google Classroom, there will be an instructional video on how to use Padlet. 

 To upload work, the teacher will provide a link for students to click on and access (no need for 

parents to sign up or create an account).  

 Only those with this link will see the work that has been uploaded to that link. 

  

~ The Specialist Team  

 

Virtual Cross Country—Run for Fun! 

School Sports Victoria (SSV) is running, pun intended, a Virtual Cross Country for all students across the state 

to enter, to help keep people active during isolation. Students can walk, run or a combination of both for 

1km, 2km, 3km and 5km. This event is NOT compulsory and is NOT a competition, it is simply a way of 

promoting being active. 

 

SSV will tally the total distance and time covered by everyone, providing some nice cumulative data.  

 

Click for more details. 

 

 
 

~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher 

 

https://padlet.com/about/terms
https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/VirtualCrossCountry.aspx
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General News 

Face Masks at School 

In line with advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has announced that 

those in metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire must wear a face covering when they leave home from 

11.59pm on Wednesday 22 July 2020. 

 

What does this mean for FPS students who will be onsite learning: 

 Students who attend school for on-site supervision will not be required to wear a face covering.  

 Students who are aged 12 by Year 6 will not be required to wear face coverings.  

 The Victorian Chief Health Officer has advised that it is not practical to require some primary school 

students to wear face coverings while others are not required to. 

 Students who wish to wear face masks going to and from school may do so. 

 

What does this mean for staff at FPS: 

 Teachers and education support staff will not be required to wear face coverings while teaching, but 

those who wish to do so, can.  

 Staff should wear face coverings in other areas of the school when not teaching. 

 

What does this mean for parents? 

 Parents/carers are required to wear face coverings whenever they leave the house, including for 

school drop off and pick up. 

 

The Department of Health and Human Services website has advice about face coverings, including: 

 Different types that can be used 

 How to make your own masks 

 How to safely wear face coverings 

 How to safely remove face coverings 

 

Reminder 

A reminder that if you, your child, or a family member develops symptoms of a fever, chills or sweats, cough, 

sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, loss of smell or taste, you should get tested at a coronavirus 

(COVID-19) testing facility and stay home.  

 

This is vitally important to keeping our school community safe. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dhhs.vic.gov.au%2Fface-masks-covid-19%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DDirect%2Bsend%2B%25E2%2580%2593%2BEmergency%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=02%7C01%7Cfairfield.ps%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cbfa7896958bb4d67cb8a08d82c9a7d5c%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637308389331656167&sdata=mQrsCdMh8AnA50fCVOdviUl2rMObVrb%2BpNzrmmyeOBs%3D&reserved=0

