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Term 2 Week 10 Wrap 

Friday 19 June 2020 
 

Principal’s Report 

Returning to Normal 

I have enjoyed talking to parents at drop-off and pick-up times, finding out how the return to school has 

been for them and their family. Parents have commented on how well their children have responded to the 

daily routines of school and got back into the swing of things. 

 

When I have visited classrooms, I have been welcomed by students telling me about how they are going at 

school, what they are learning and also taking the time to ask me how my day is going.  

 

I have seen: 

 Foundation students ‘learning through doing’ in their classrooms. I have visited their doctor’s 

surgery, read their creative writing and watched them learn about place value through bundling e.g. 

18 is one bundle of ten and eight ones. 

 Year 1/2 students learning about money, including counting, adding and giving change. Sarah and I 

visited 1/2F and 1/2G’s markets where we purchased a whole range of things – much easier than my 

recent attempts to shop online! 

 Year 3 students applying a range of subtraction strategies. They have shown that all problems can be 

solved in more than one way, including the split and the hop-and-skip strategies. 

Year 3 with the different subtraction strategies they can use. 
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 Year 4 students applying the split strategy for multiplication, which requires their knowledge of 

place value e.g. 14 x 6 = (10 x 6) + (4 x 6) 

 Year 5 students learning about prejudice and bias. They have shown this understanding through 

reading texts, watching videos and class discussions. 

 Year 6 students writing realistic fictions – using real-life events as the basis for exciting and 

adventurous stories.  

 

Stage 3 Building Preparations 

Normally we wouldn’t get excited about empty rooms, however the cavernous spaces around the school 

indicate that Stage 3 of the building works is imminent. 

 

 Class 3D: has relocated, ready for the refurbishment which starts next week. 

  ‘Lost Property Corner’: this area has been relinquished as it will become our new maintenance 

shed. There will be a dividing wall to separate this space from the corridor, and the wall to the 

connecting archive room will be demolished. 
 

  
3D students relocating to their interim classroom What’s behind the blue door by lost property? Our 

archive room—soon to be the maintenance shed. 
 

 ‘Green Room’: this room 

has been something of a 

bazaar during recent times, 

housing a range of goods 

(and bads!).  

This room will be divided 

and will host a third staff 

toilet as well as a new 

archive and resource room. 

The green wall will go. 
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 Reading Resource Room: books have been relocated to the Year 5/6 building, in preparation for the 

room’s upgrade. 

 Library: the books have been taken to an offsite storage facility so that it can have a makeover 

(pictured below). 
 

 
 

Community Committee 

Supporting our Community Survey 

Yesterday you would have received a survey from the school’s Community Committee. This committee is 

made up of parents and staff, whose role is to strengthen our community links. We encourage parents to 

complete the survey, which will provide the school with feedback and improvement ideas. 

 Access the survey: https://oursay.org/survey/HyXngn  

 Submit your feedback by Thursday 2 July 

 

Community Committee—All Welcome 

Parents are also welcome to join this committee, with meetings taking place every month, on Thursdays at 

3.30pm. Keep an eye out in Compass for details of the next meeting. 

 

Student Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews 

A reminder that you will receive your child’s semester one report next Wednesday. As mentioned in last 

week’s Wrap, these reports will be different to normal because remote learning has limited the ability for 

teachers to comprehensively assess and report. 

 

Virtual Parent Teacher Interview bookings are open in Compass until Thursday 25 June at 12pm. Please 

ensure that you have booked a time, and a calendar appointment with a meeting link will be emailed on 

Monday 13 July. 

https://oursay.org/survey/HyXngn
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2021 Foundation Enrolments 

2021 enrolment forms are due to the school office by the end of this term. All families with siblings starting 

school next year are asked to return the form and paperwork by Friday 26 June. We will be emailing out 

offers of a place in the Foundation program to prospective families on Thursday 23 July.  

 

End of Term (Virtual) Assembly 

Although we can’t have our end of term assembly in person, a recorded assembly will be shown to classes on 

the last day of term. This virtual assembly will be available for parents. Keep an eye on Compass for further 

details. 

 

Return Remote Learning Devices 

If you are yet to do so, please return all remote learning devices borrowed from the school prior to the end 

of term. Half our equipment has been returned – we request that the remaining iPads, laptops and charging 

cables are returned next week. 

 

School Grounds Closed – First Week of Holidays 

The FPS grounds will be closed to the community the first week of the school holidays (Monday 29 June – 

Friday 3 July) due to the asbestos removal taking place. The gates will be locked and signage stating to keep 

out will be posted along the fence. 

 

School Gates and Social Distancing 

At School Council this week, councillors expressed that having all of the school gates open at drop-off and 

pick-up time was supporting social distancing. A reminder that parents are to keep your time on and around 

the school grounds as brief as possible, particularly at pick-up time. As mentioned last week, whilst the 

school grounds are open for community use outside school hours, the playgrounds are out of bounds 

immediately before and after school. This is to reduce the risk of parents congregating. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

And some good news to finish off the week, if you have strolled along Wingrove Street over the past two 

days, you will have noticed our new building taking shape. The foundations are laid and the walls are going 

up. It seems more and more real every day. 

 

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend. 

 

~ Paul Wallace, Principal 

 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

A Positive Transition 

It has been a joy to have everyone back on board these past few weeks. The school feels alive, and students 

and staff alike, seem to have a spark about them that comes from being together again. Nothing beats the 

energy you get from working with students face-to-face! 
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I have been visiting all classrooms regularly and I have been so proud of how everyone has transitioned back 

to school. As a staff, we were uncertain as to how students would manage after weeks of being away and 

learning remotely – the ‘soft start’ approach has been a lovely way for students and teachers to get back into 

the swing of things. Most classes are now back to a regular program with the standard reading, writing and 

maths lessons occurring alongside wellbeing sessions, which have been delivered through our ‘BounceBack’ 

and ‘Rights, Responsibilities and Respectful Relationship’ programs, as well as classroom Community Circles 

where the Zones of Regulation and Restorative Practice Principles are intertwined. 

  

Thank you for all the work you have been doing at home to make the transition to school a positive 

experience. We are truly lucky to be part of such a supportive and connected community.  

 

 Click to read more about the Zones of Regulation 

 Click for more information on Restorative Practices 

 

~ Sarah Abbott, Assistant Principal 

 

School Council Update 

 

The FPS School Council met on 15 June 2020 – below is a summary of the discussions held. 

 

Change in School Councillor 

Kim Gordon has made the decision to vacate her seat on School Council. Council would like to thank Kim for 

her time and valuable input during her term. We welcome Matthew Gordon to School Council as a co-opted 

member for the remainder of the vacated term. Matthew has made an immediate impact by facilitating our 

most recent Zoom School Council meeting as well as his important input into the Community Committee. 

 

Returning to School 

School Council discussed and shared the school’s experience around the return to on-site learning – noting 

that there were understandable levels of both excitement and apprehension within the school community 

and faculty surrounding students returning to the classroom. By all accounts the return has been very 

successful due to: 

 Support and preparation by families preparing their children for the transition back to classroom 

learning. 

 Continued connection between teachers and their students and peers via online channels. 

 The attitude and skill of the teaching staff in terms of setting up classrooms and learning plans, 

which were welcoming and non-threatening to students. 

 

With the remainder of the classes returning on 9 June 2020 – the main concern prior to this had been 

around pick-up and drop-off arrangements, as well as the congregation of adults before and after school. To 

mitigate this, additional measures were put in place – including revised arrival times, restricted access to 

classrooms by parents, and rules regarding gathering on and around the grounds, which have been met with 

support and largely respected by the parent community. We are always open to suggestions from the wider 

FPS community as to how this process could be improved. 

 

Fundamentally, School Council are super proud of how the students have coped during this period.  

https://hes-extraordinary.com/the-zones-of-regulation
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/bullystoppers/krrestorative.pdf
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School Council would like to note that we as parents should resist slipping back into normal habits around 

the school and that it is important that we do not to dwell on the grounds before and after school.  

 

Our motivation as parents for respecting these rules this should really centre on the fact that if we do not do 

our piece to look after each other – then we may all end up back in home school 😉! 

 

FPS Buildings Update 

As has been outlined by the Paul Wallace in recent ‘It’s a Wrap’ newsletters, there are currently several 

exciting projects happening on the FPS campus. The Wingrove Street building site is progressing with the 

concrete foundations being poured over last weekend and the upcoming installation of the walls. The 

project is on track for occupation by the school at the beginning of 2021.  

 

We are also very fortunate for all the additional upgrades that FPS can carry out due the funding granted to 

the school for building works. As previously noted in ‘It’s a Wrap’ – these works have commenced or are due 

to commence in the very near future. As a bonus, these works will have minimal disruption to day-to-day 

operations of the school and no playground space will be lost during any of the projects. 

 

As a reminder – FPS will be closed to the community and OSHClub during the first week of the upcoming 

school holidays due to project works. FPS will arrange signs to this effect and alternative OSH holiday care 

will be provided at Alphington Primary School during this time. 

 

Therapists in FPS 

Sarah Abbott presented to School Council regarding personal therapists working with students at FPS and 

the approval process for this to occur. We would like to acknowledge that Sarah has done a tremendous 

amount of work in this area and in relation to the general well-being of our children. 

 

Remote Learning – Parent Feedback 

We discussed the feedback provided by the parent community regarding experiences of home-learning. 

There were some reports of technical difficulties and personal preferences around how work was presented, 

and individual circumstances varied across the community. Families were generally grateful for the effort 

and speed with which the school instituted remote learning and ultimately happy to be returning to the 

classroom. 

 

As always we are very grateful to those parents who took the time to give feedback. Should anyone else 

have feedback please reach out as we are keen to capture the learnings of this process in case we find 

ourselves in this position once again. 

 

Principal Report 

The Foundation enrolment process has been moved online for 2020 with a new virtual process in place – 

including video tours of FPS on our website and virtual forums with Paul and Sarah for prospective parents. If 

you know of any parents considering FPS for 2021 please let them know about these options. 

 

 

mailto:bjwolfgang@gmail.com?subject=FPS%20Feedback
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Community Committee Update 

At FPS, community is one of our core values and one of our greatest strengths and assets. The close 

collaborative relationship that exits between staff, children, parents, and the broader community is one of 

things that we enjoy most about our school. 

 

With the significant changes brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic over the past three months, our school 

community has not only been closer, but also more important to each other than ever before. Due to social 

distancing restrictions however, we recognise that we will need to adapt the way we engage as a community 

in this new era. 

 

For this reason, we are seeking your ideas about how we engage effectively as a community going forward 

and we would encourage you to complete our Community Committee survey on Compass so that we can 

consider new ways that we can support the community from term three onwards. 

 

Environmental Sustainability Working Group (ESWG) 

The following points were discussed at Council: 

 Energy – the current solar array on the FPS site is not working optimally so may need maintenance.  

The ESWG is looking to facilitate this. 

 Water – we have rainwater tanks that service some of the FPS toilets. Historically existing tanks were 

also used for this purpose in the main school building however at some point, these were 

disconnected. The ESWG is looking at having these tanks reconnected in the main building. 

 Biodiversity – there continues to be positive steps taken around the school in terms of composting, 

e-waste, and decommissioned school furniture. The ESWG is looking to develop a Green Purchasing 

policy. 

 

School Council wanted to acknowledge and thank those parents who volunteered to take part in an 

unofficial working bee last weekend to install sleepers along the newly upgraded fence line. 

 

Finance Committee 

We are still awaiting government / Department of Education decisions regarding facilities hire (netball, 

basketball, etc.) and whether these will be available in time for terms 3 or for term 4. The school will update 

families on this as soon as we’ve received this guidance. 

 

As noted in the last ‘It’s a Wrap’, the Lockdown Trivia event held on 29 May raised $2,300 for the school and 

the funds raised will go towards robotics equipment for the school. We would like to thank the organisers of 

this event. 

 

Opportunities to be Involved  

School Council would like to acknowledge the amount of time and effort that one of our parents – and 

former School Council members – Kate Symons has done in relation to improved pedestrian crossings on 

Station Street and road and pedestrian safety around FPS and Fairfield Village in general – making life safer 

for our entire community and in particular our children. Thank you Kate. 

 

We would encourage you to join the upcoming Principal Morning Tea (via virtual meeting) at 10am on 

Monday 22 June 2020. 

https://oursay.org/survey/HyXngn
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We’re working on plans for a much needed end of year FPS social event, so stay tuned for details! 

Please also feel free to attend a Buildings and Grounds, Policy, or other School Council sub-committee 

meeting. Contributions and ideas for ways to improve school life for our children is always encouraged and 

most welcome. As always, our School Council Meeting minutes are posted to the school website. 

~ Nathan Smeaton, FPS School Councillor and Treasurer 

Important Dates

• Monday 22 June, 10am: Virtual Morning Tea with Paul. RSVP if you wish to attend.

• Wednesday 24 June: School reports available to download in Compass.

• Thursday 25 June, 12pm: Parent Teacher Interview bookings close in Compass.

• Friday 26 June:

o Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Last day to apply for this funding. Contact the 
office for details.

o Foundation 2021 Enrolments due

o 2pm – early dismissal for school holidays

• Thursday 2 July: Last day to submit the Community Committee survey

• Monday 13 July: Curriculum day

• Tuesday 14 July: Students commence term thee

Sustainability News

Committed to Sustainability 

At Fairfield Primary School, we are committed to sustainability and making our school a more sustainable 

environment. We thought that after a long break from our normal routine, it would be good to have a 

refresher on our waste management processes. We have many bins and each of these has particular items 

that can go into it, as well as a different way that it is emptied.  

Community Leaders with the different recyclables at FPS: textas, compost, paper, batteries, comingle and soft plastics. 

http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/our-school/school-council/minutes/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Morning-Tea-RSVP
https://oursay.org/survey/HyXngn
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Paper Bins  

We have paper bins every classroom. In these bins, you can put: 

 Cardboard 

 Paper packaging like Baker’s Delight bags 

 General classroom paper waste 

 

These bins are emptied by the Year 5/6 students on a weekly basis. 

 

Compost  

Every classroom has its own compost collection bin. This bin is then emptied into our larger compost bins 

(behind the 1/2 double-storey classrooms). In these bins, you can put: 

 Food scraps like; fruit peel, apple cores, banana skins, citrus peel 

 Small amounts of paper 

 

These bins are emptied by the classroom students. 

 

Soft Plastic 

Every classroom has a soft plastic ‘sock’, made out of red fabric. In these bins, you can put: 

 Scrunchable plastics like CLEAN chip packets, muesli bar wrappers, etc.  

 REMINDER: Gladwrap cannot be recycled. 

 

These bins are emptied by the students into a large bin that is located near the office. 

 

This is where we need the help of our community! We ask that if you are walking past the office and notice 

that the bin is filling up, can you please take some of the soft plastic to the deposit boxes at Coles or 

Woolworths.  

 

Comingled Recycling 

Every classroom area has a comingled recycling bin. In these bins, you can put: 

 Hard plastics like; yoghurt containers. 

 

These bins are emptied by the classroom students 

 

General Waste 

This is where all of the things that cannot be recycled are put. Our cleaners empty these bins.  

 

Other Recycling Efforts 

We also have some extra bins for recycling that are located near the office. We have: 

 A texta recycling bin 

 A small e-waste/battery recycling deposit bin.  

 

If you have any of these items and want to recycle them, you will find these bins near the office.  

 

Click here to watch a video (2min) created by our Community Leaders explaining how we recycle at FPS. 

 

Happy recycling! 

 

~ FPS Student Community Leaders – Soleil, Romy, Sami, Eva, Ailsa and Jack 

https://vimeo.com/user112261402/wastemanagementfps
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William H, 6B. 

Interpretation of 

Escher’s Sea Shells  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea Shells – MC Escher (woodcut) 

 

M.C. Escher Challenge 
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Recreating an M. C. Escher tessellation 

with cookies. 

 

Below are the behind the scenes images. 

The cookie cutter was made with a 3D 

printer. 

 

Recreation by Jasper C (1/2B) and Eloise C 
(FB) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


