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Term 2, Week 2 Wrap 

Friday 24 April 2020 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
During this time, we feel that it is important to keep you informed and updated about what is happening 

around the school. Therefore, rather than fortnightly newsletters, you will receive an end of week wrap-up.  

Most importantly, we hope that you and your family are happy and healthy. If there is anything that the 

school can do to assist, please do not hesitate to call or email. We miss having the students and families 

around the place, and cannot wait until this is all over so that we can get back to how things should be. 

 

~ Paul Wallace, Principal 

 

Remote Learning 
 

We have completed our first full week of remote learning, and I would like to congratulate students and staff 

for their efforts, and parents for their support. The school has received lots of positive feedback about how 

engaged their child is with remote learning, and acknowledging the staff for their efforts.  

 

  
Visual Arts – using hot and cold colours. A visual display of hot and cold colours using the 

resources available. 
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Remote Learning for the Students 

Congratulations to our students for 

responding so enthusiastically to 

remote learning. From speaking to 

families, I know that students are 

missing seeing their friends and daily 

interactions, and that they would rather 

be learning at FPS than home.  

 

Students will be pleased to know that 

next week we will commence live video 

meetings, so they will get to see their 

teacher and classmates (further details 

below).  

Literacy in action 

 

 

Students are putting in time and effort into remote learning, and are proficiently navigating their way around 

Google Classroom. The student experience has overall been full of learning and fun, as highlighted by the 

following comments: 

 Brendan these videos are being very well received by my child. He watched the pickle 2 video about 

15 times. You are doing an amazing job! Thank you! 

 Thanks for your messages and all the effort going in to providing all these resources. We don't get 

everything done every day but are doing as much as we can. 

 I'm so relaxed now I enjoyed it 🙂😜 (about the yoga covered as part of the wellbeing program). 

 I like using Essential Assessment and I was able to work through my questions and submit them by 

myself. 

 So much fun! Because there are so many options just be as creative and silly as you want. Hope you 

enjoy this task as much as I did. 

 That was so much fun! 

 

Remote Learning for Parents 

I want to keep emphasising that as a school we are aware of how difficult life is at the moment. To have 

children remote learning at home for this duration of time, with extra home and life demands can be 

incredibly difficult to manage. Teachers are providing the amount of work that we are required to, however 

we understand that many students will not be able to complete all tasks, and there is no expectation that 

they must. Whatever students can do is great! Please do not put pressure on yourselves. 

 

The school has received feedback regarding all weekly tasks being uploaded on a Monday. There are families 

who would prefer that tasks be uploaded the Friday before, so that they have time to read and prepare, and 

there are families who would prefer that tasks be uploaded on a daily basis to avoid their children being 

overwhelmed. We will continue to review this process, as we do want families to know what is next in their 

child’s learning, but we certainly do not want children completing tasks beyond what is scheduled daily. 
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Thank you for your ongoing support. Parent feedback includes: 

 
 

 Thank you for all the work you have done to get remote learning up and running for the kids, and 

to keep our school community informed. 

 It’s clear how much time and effort have gone into getting things ready – during a time of 

challenge and transition, personally and professionally for you all, as well as FPS families. 

 Thank you teachers and staff at FPS for all the hard work you have put in this week to make 

remote learning happen. 

 As an FPS parent, I just want to say a huge thank you to ALL the FPS staff for helping our families 

get online and into Google Classroom today.  

 My daughter has loved the experience! I think she would have done all her classes for the week in 

one day if I’d let her 😂 

 Such a great achievement, no doubt a lot of hard work has been done behind the scenes, thanks 

so much for making this happen! 

 This has been a brilliantly clear classroom with instructions that are easy to navigate and access. 
 

 

To contact teachers about general questions, concerns or queries, please email via the school: 

fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

Remote Learning for the Teachers 

I am very proud of how our teachers have adapted to remote learning. You cannot underestimate how much 

of a transformation it is from teaching in classrooms to teaching online in such a short time. Most of the staff 

had no previous experience of Google Classroom, and are now delivering this to every student in the school. 

I am in regular contact with staff, and it is clear how much they are missing their students. They are as 

committed as ever to support the learning and wellbeing of the students, planning, resourcing, providing 

feedback and speaking to families who require further advice and support. Staff are looking forward to 

meeting their grades via video next week. 

 

 
 

This week’s staff meeting was virtual – thanks to Google Meet! 

mailto:fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Video Conferencing 

 
The school has been deliberate in rolling out a gradual release of remote learning. As this is a new platform, 
we are taking it systematically and enhancing the experience as we progress, rather than trying to 
implement all elements at once. Now that staff and students are familiar with the Stream and Classwork 
aspects of Google Classroom, we are introducing video conferencing next week. 
 

Class Meetings 

Starting next week, teachers will organise class video meetings with their grades, through Google Meet. Keep 
an eye out in your child’s Google Classroom for details. We will rely on parent support, particularly for the 
younger students, to enable to follow the Google Classroom instructions and attend the meeting. 
 

Individual Meetings 

This week and next, teachers are trialling individual video conferences. Between weeks four and five, 
teachers will meet individually with all students. Instructions will be communicated – again via Google 
Classroom. 
 
Please note that the video conferences are a tool for the teacher to check-in with your child. As a parent, you 
may have questions, and we ask that you direct specific questions to a task via Google Classroom, and 
questions that are more general are to be emailed to the school; please keep the video meeting for your 
child and their teacher.  
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

 

Hi everyone, what a strange start to term two we have had! I expect that you are all under a lot of pressure 

with the demands of work, family and supporting your children with their remote learning and believe me, I 

completely understand – I have two school aged children who are learning from home also! 

 

Staff at FPS have been working really hard to learn a very new way of delivering content to our students 

through Google Classroom. While we know that the learning tasks posted online will not give them the same 

rich learning experience as if they were in a classroom with their peers and teacher, we are doing our best to 

deliver a program that will be engaging, at level and achievable in the home environment. I am enjoying 

reading the interactions between the teachers and students and know that the daily videos are crucial in 

maintaining the connection between the students and school. 

 

Being at home with the whole family can be tense and sometimes children will act out because of stress, 

anxiety or disrupted routines. Below are some links to articles from the Raising Children Network that may 

be useful when dealing with challenging behaviours at home.  

 

Why Routines Help with Behaviour Management 

 Routines help family members know who should do what, when, in what order and how often. For 

example, your children know that they take turns with loading and unloading the dishwasher each 

day. This can mean less conflict and fewer arguments about these kinds of boring activities. 

 A routine can also help you plan for times and activities when your child often misbehaves, like when 

you are shopping, driving or visiting. For example, a simple routine for driving might be listening to 

music or playing ‘I spy’ together, before your child looks at books by themselves. 

http://www.raisingchildren.net.au/
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 You can also build routines for young children around play, meals and sleep. When children have had 

enough good-quality sleep, nutritious food and plenty of play, they are more likely to behave the 

way you want. 

 Routines help young children feel safe and secure. They need to feel safe and secure to develop 

confidence and learn, including learning about appropriate ways to behave. 

 Click for other routine tips. 

 

Attention and your Child’s Behaviour 

 Your attention is a big reward for your child. If your child behaves in a particular way and gets your 

attention, they are likely to behave that way again. 

 When you give attention for good behaviour, it shows your child that behaving in a way you like will 

get positive interest. This means you can use attention to encourage the behaviour you want. 

 When you start paying attention to good behaviour, you might realise how often your child already 

behaves well. You might also find you start to feel more positive because you are more focused on 

your child’s good behaviour than on their difficult behaviour. As your child responds more and more 

to your positive attention, there might be less difficult behaviour for you to manage. 

 Click for further ideas on bahaviour management 

 
 

Click for more information on COVID-19 and protective hygiene, plus tips to help you and your family cope. 
 

 

~ Sarah Abbott, Assistant Principal 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/behaviour-management-tips-tools/routines
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/behaviour/behaviour-management-ideas/attention
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/coronavirus-covid-19-guide

