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Newsletter 19 

Friday 29 November 2019 
 

Principal’s Report 

Incursions, Excursions, Celebrations & More 

The last few weeks of the school year carry many different emotions for students. There is excitement at the 

prospect of the school holidays, eagerness (mixed with some trepidation) to find out who their new 

classmates and teacher will be next year, and of course a fair bit of tiredness as we head towards the end of 

a long term.  

 

 
 

The month of December is filled with activities and experiences to ensure that the students have a great end 

to the year.  

 

Date Activity 

Tuesday 3rd December, 9am – 1:30pm House Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 12th December, 5 – 6pm School Choir and Orchestra End of Year Concert 

Friday 13th December, 6 – 8pm End of Year School Picnic 

Tuesday 17th December Year 1/2 End of Year excursion to Scienceworks 

Year 3/4 End of Year excursion to Latitude 

Wednesday 18 December, 6 – 9pm Year 6 Graduation Ceremony 

Thursday 19th December, 8:30am – 3pm Year 5/6 End of Year excursion to La Trobe University 

Friday 20th December, 9 – 9:30am End of Year Assembly 
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As mentioned in the previous newsletter, Step Up and Meet Your Teacher sessions are scheduled to support 

the transition from one year level to another. 

 Step-Up Session – Foundation and Year 1: Tuesday 3 and Friday 6 December  

 Whole School Step Up session: Tuesday 10 December 

 Meet Your Teacher session – Foundation to Year 5: Wednesday 18 December 

 

Whilst it easy to look ahead and think about next year, we want students to enjoy and cherish the final few 

weeks in this year group and take the time to reflect upon their experiences in 2019. 

 

Learning Specialists 

All Victorian State Schools are required to employ Learning Specialists, whose role is to build excellence in 

teaching and learning throughout the school. This year, FPS appointed Nicole Rettke as our Literacy Learning 

Specialist. 

 

Nicole has spent three days a week teaching 1/2G and the other two days working with staff, teaching 

demonstration lessons, observing and providing feedback, and supporting with planning and assessment. 

Your child may have told you that Nicole was working in their classroom at some point throughout the year. 

 

Nicole has worked alongside staff in all areas of the school, with a focus on delivering high impact Writing 

lessons. It has been great to hear the influence Nicole’s work has had on the professional growth of staff, 

and in turn on student outcomes. 

 

Next year we look forward to having a second Learning Specialist at the school for Numeracy. In next year’s 

newsletters, our Learning Specialists will provide updates of what is happening in Literacy and Numeracy. 

 

On Friday 6 December, there will be a communication detailing 2020 staffing. Keep an eye out for that 

message in Compass. 

 

OSHClub Vacation Care 

This year, School Council approved OSHClub running a holiday program at FPS. This means that parents will 

no longer have to travel to Alphington to drop off and pick up their children. Details of the program, 

including incursions, excursions and booking details are available here. 

 

MacKillop Christmas Gift Appeal 

You may have noticed the table of Christmas gifts in the 

school office area. Our families have made these generous 

donations for foster children who may not otherwise 

receive any gifts. I was struck by one story, where one of 

our students used all of her pocket money to purchase a 

range of toys to donate to this appeal. 

 

If you wish to bring in a gift, please do so by Monday 9 

December – a representative of Mackillop Family Services 

will collect the unwrapped gifts on Tuesday. 

 

~ Paul Wallace, Principal 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/OSHC-Fairfield-VIC-R6-Outer-North-Summer-2020.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MacKillop-Christmas-Appeal-Suggestions.pdf
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

Screen Time for School-age Children 

Screen time can be part of a healthy lifestyle for children when it is balanced with other activities that are 

good for your child’s development, like physical play, reading and socialising. Getting the right balance also 

includes making sure screen time does not interfere with sleep. These tips can help you encourage your child 

to use screens in a balanced and healthy way. 

 

1. Make Rules about Screen Use 

You can help your child find the balance between screen use and other activities by working with your child 

on some family rules or a family media plan. Your family’s rules might cover: 

 Where your child can use screens  

 When your child can use screens  

 How your child can use screens  

 How you handle screen time for children of different ages  

 Time limits to help your child balance screen time with other things like physical activity.  

 

2. Aim for Short Screen Time Sessions 

Getting up and moving around is important for your child’s energy levels, development, sleep, and overall 

health and wellbeing. If your child is having screen time, it is a good idea to encourage them to take a break 

every 30 minutes and use screens in short bursts. You can do this by encouraging your child to: 

 Use a timer to set breaks. 

 Do something active when the timer ends, like play outside. 

 Make use of natural breaks in screen time – for example, encourage your child to do a victory 

dance when they finish a level in a game. 

 

3. Get your Child Moving Outside 

It is a good idea to encourage your child to play outside several times a day. Outdoor play does not have to 

be a big deal. Ideas for outdoor play are: 

 Building and creating with equipment, furniture or other things they find outside. 

 Playing Tiggy, Chasey or Tag 

 Climbing trees 

 

Active play and physical activity for school-age children can happen indoors as well as outdoors. It can be 

simple things like dancing, doing star jumps, or throwing and catching balls. 

 

4. Imagine and Create 

Creative play like telling stories, playing word games, dressing up or drawing is good for your child’s creative 

development. It helps them learn how to experiment, think, learn and solve problems.  

 

5. Encourage Play and Friendship with Others 

When children play face –to-face with others rather than by themselves on a screen, they develop important 

life skills. These include getting along with other people, being independent and learning how to sort out 

conflicts and problems. 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/behaviour/rules-consequences/family-rules
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/media/Pages/default.aspx
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/outdoor-play/outdoor-play
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/play-school-age-development/movement-play-school-age
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/active-play/activity-for-school-children
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/development/creative-development/school-age-creative-development
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/development/creative-development/school-age-creative-development
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6. Avoid Screen Time before Bed 

School-age children need 10-11 hours of sleep a night. Using screens before bed can affect how quickly your 

child falls asleep. If your child avoids mobile phones, tablets, computer screens or TV in the hour before bed, 

they are likely to get to sleep more quickly. 

 

7. Keep Screens out of Bedrooms at Night 

Keep mobile phones and other devices out of your child’s bedroom at night, so they are not able to stay up 

late playing games or messaging friends. This can also stop your child being disturbed in the night by 

messages or notifications. 

 

Click to find out more about children and screen time. 

 

~ Sarah Abbott, Assistant Principal 

 

Community News 

End of Year School Picnic—Friday 13 December 

To celebrate the end of a successful 2019 school year, we 
will be holding an end of year school picnic – all families are 
welcome to come and celebrate! 
 
In recognition of the support of many volunteers in our 
community, the Community Committee will sponsor the 
picnic and provide a free sausage in bread (as well as 
vegetarian options) to everyone in attendance. You are 
welcome to supplement with your own picnic food and 
supplies. 
 

 Friday 13 December, from 6 – 8pm  

 FPS school grounds 

 
~ Community Committee 
 

 

Crazy Sock Day—Monday 16 December 

On Monday 16 December, we will be holding a Crazy Sock 

Day and encourage everyone to wear crazy socks to school.  

 

This is an end of year activity to celebrate the last week of 

school – it is not a fundraiser, so no need to bring a gold coin 

donation. 

 

We look forward to seeing everyone in their craziest socks 

imaginable! 

 

~ Pippa K, FPS Year 6 Community Leader 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/play-media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/healthy-screen-time-6-11-years
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Darebin Libraries – Summer Reading Program 

Darebin Libraries have just launched their Summer 
Reading Challenge – a program designed to inspire and 
encourage children to read over the summer break.  
 
For children interested in participating, collect a 
Challenge Booklet from any branch of Darebin Libraries, 
complete the five challenges and return the booklet to a 
library. There are some fun prizes up for grabs! 
 
Click to find out more about the Summer Reading 
Program 
 

Sustainability News 

Join Us! Stage Two of the Playground Biodiversity Project 

With the successful completion of Stage 1 of our playground 

biodiversity project, we are eager to continue the momentum 

with our second stage. 

 

We welcome everyone to come along, learn about what we are 

doing, and get involved on-ground in our Stage 2 efforts this 

weekend 

 Sunday 1 December, 9am – 12pm 

 Fairfield PS school grounds 

 Parents and children welcome 

 

We hope that this project improves the biodiversity value of our 

grounds and the quality of play space for our children, as well 

being an opportunity for whole school involvement and learning. 

We welcome your support! 

 

~ FPS Environmental Sustainability Working Group 

 

Incursions and More! 

This has been a very exciting and action-packed term for Year 3 students! Not only did they have a 

spectacular concert in which they performed some amazing circus tricks, they did first aid training, and some 

even got to go to the triathlon last week. They have had many new, fun and important experiences over the 

course of this term. 

 

We have had two science incursions so far to help us with our inquiry topic. In one, we explored solids 

liquids and gases, making predictions and conducting experiments to find out about what happens to a flame 

when you add carbon dioxide, oxygen or nitrogen. In the other incursion, we learnt a Hip Hop dance routine, 

using our bodies to show ‘attitude’. In class, we have conducted experiments, making predictions and 

A Spotlight on Year 3 

https://www.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au/src/
https://www.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au/src/
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observations about what we have seen. As we get to the end of term four, we will be using the knowledge 

we gained from both these incursions to create a short educational song about ‘Matter’. 

 
 

 ‘The experiments were a lot of fun because we predicted what would happen and then got to do 

the experiments.’ ~ Lewis R, 3A 

 ‘I always love science and it was fun to predict what would happen and watch what actually 

happens in each experiment.’ ~ –Stephanie S, 3A 
 

 

  
Science incursion fun! Making gases 

 
Using our bodies to show ‘attitude’ during the Hip Hop incursion 
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Writing 

In writing, Year 3 have been exploring different 

types of poetry. From structured haikus, to free 

verse found poems.  

Students have concluded that poems can come in 

all different shapes and sizes.  

 
 

 ‘Poems were challenging because not many 

of us have written poems before. It was a 

fun process.’ ~ Aston J, 3A 
 

 ‘I didn’t know about Sensory poems or 

Haikus and now that I have learnt about 

them I like writing them.’ ~ Josephine D, 3A 
 

                         Josie and Aston pictured with their poems 

 

Students have also been using ‘seeds’ (writing prompts) to find ideas for independent writing sessions. They 

have been using seeds to plan ideas for writing in their Writer’s Notebook. Independent writing sessions are 

also a great time for students to work on their individual writing goal. 

 
 

 ‘I like the seed writing because you can write anything about the door [one of the seeds we have 

used]. We can share ideas with others and hear their ideas too.’ ~ Tom K, 3A 
 

 

Mathematics 

In maths, year 3 have been exploring number 

patterns and more recently, we have revised 

knowledge of fractions.  

 

In maths measurement, we have been comparing 

and ordering objects based on their mass or 

capacity. First, we hefted objects to compare 

mass, then we used scales to accurately measure 

the weight of the object.  

 

We have also explored the capacity of different 

containers, first ordering containers based on 

their predicted capacity, then measuring how 

much water each can hold with a measuring jug.  

 

                 Measuring capacity 

~ Year 3 Teachers and Students 

 

 

 ‘I like learning about capacity because it 

was really hands-on and working outside. 

It was like an experiment.’ ~ Sophie J, 3A 
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Student Reflections on the Term 

Year 6 students have reflected on their learning this term. Here are some of their insights.  
 

 

This term in writing, we have studied poetry; it has 

been a great learning experience. We have learnt 

how to write different types of poetry such as 

narratives, lyrical, limerick, quatrain, free verse and 

many more. Along the way, we did water colour 

painting to express emotion to the poems we wrote. 

Some were hard to write, others were easy.  

 

During this unit, we published a poetry book and had 

an afternoon performing our poems in a ‘spoken 

word’ performance. We wrote more than 10 poems, 

and we had fun expressing our emotions thought 

out the unit.  

 

~ Lyla R and Zoe N, 6A 
 

  

This term, grade six’s have been learning 

about floorplans. We have been constructing 

our own dream house floorplan using 

measurements and area and perimeter. We 

have also been learning fractions, positive and 

negative integers, and revised strategies on 

division and multiplication. Tessellations have 

been a great topic and ratios have been 

interesting too. 

 

A challenge for the year sixes was ratios and 

finding the ratio of odd numbers – it was 

challenging to put fractions on number lines. 

 

~ Toby H and Danny P, 6C 
 

 

  

Busy in maths! 

 
 
This term, the year 6 students did a coding unit in inquiry. We used many methods to learn about this 

subject. These included Code.org, Spheros, Wix, Scratch and Canva. We even had an incursion with Code 

Masters. We started by using code.org to help us understand coding. There were different stages in code.org 

and we used block codes to code each stage. It was a fun activity to start us off and got us excited for the 

rest of the unit. 

 

After becoming too good for code.org, we moved onto using Spheros. If you don’t know what a Sphero is, 

look it up, there are a lot of online pictures of it… it’s a robot. We were assigned activities such as: Sphero 

vacation, Sphero city, Sphero maze challenge, etc. 

 

 

A Spotlight on Year 6 
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After having a play around with the Spheros and 

code.org, we had a pretty good knowledge on 

coding. The teachers told us some exciting 

news. We got to make our own game, app or 

website! To make these we had to use either 

Wix, Scratch or Code.org. We used Canva to 

make logos for our designs. We’ve all had so 

much fun so far. 

 

This was an amazing experience for the year 6s.  
 

 “It was a very fun and challenging 

experience.” – Rae C, 6B 

 “It was very enthusiastically 

interesting.”-Charlie S, 6B  
 

 

~Pippa K and Eliza F, 6B 
        Coding with Spheros  

~ Year 6 Teachers and Students   

 

A Focus on Specialist Area 

Clay and Kilns 

Our kiln has been reinstalled, serviced and made ready to be fired up to cater for the clay models our artists 
have been constructing this term. 
 
We have been: 

 Investigating all the ways to handle, manipulate, model, build and sculpt with clay. 

 Squeezing, pinching, tearing, hitting, stretching, flattening and rolling clay. 

 Making balls, coils, pinch pots, tiles and slabs. 

 Adding, subtracting, incising and joining clay. 

 
As Foundation artists, we rolled 

balls and coils, forming our own 

pet rock and making an initial tile. 

 

 

 

 
Left: Foundation pet rocks 

 

Right: Foundation Initial tiles 
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As Year 1&2 artists, we created 
textured tiles as a puzzle person 
in relief. We also decorated a 
pinch pot with balls and coils. 
 

 

 
Top: Year 1/2 puzzle tiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Year 1.2 pinch pots decorated 

with balls and coils 

 
 

 
 
As Year 3&4 artists, we sculptured a dragon and formed a coiled pot. 

 
As Grade 5&6 artists, we moulded a model in the likeness of our head, (known as a bust), complete with 
objects illustrating our passions. 
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Some of our work has been painted and glossed, whilst the rest has been left in its natural terracotta state. 
 
We had so much fun working with clay. We want to keep our models forever! 
 
What home doesn’t have a clay pot or sculpture sitting on a shelf as pride of place? 
 
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher 
 


