Newsletter 11
Friday 26 July 2019
Principal’s Report
Welcome Back
Students have had a great start to the term. It can sometimes be challenging to return to school after a twoweek break and become familiar with school routines again. Students are to be congratulated for how well
they have settled into their learning, picking up where they left off.

House Athletics
The House Athletics Carnival is an event that is looked forward to by many of our Year 3 – 6 students. It is a
day when these four year groups excitedly board buses to travel to Collingwood Athletics track to take part
in a range of events and to have a fun day.
Students had been gearing up for the day by practising in PE lessons, and yesterday, they had the
opportunity to put their track and field skills into action. There was a great buzz and energy at the grounds
as students cheered on their friends and classmates
throughout the day. Despite a chilly start to the morning, the
students competed in great spirits, with the sun eventually
making an appearance.
This Carnival enables students to participate in events that
they might not otherwise experience, with the focus being
on enjoyment. The smiles and laughter indicated that this
was the case. I was particularly struck by the support that the
students gave to their peers, cheering for them alongside the
running track and applauding their throws and jumps.
Many thanks to the large band of parents who volunteered
with timing, measuring and supporting. An
acknowledgement to the staff for ensuring that the day went
smoothly, with a particular mention to Geoff McShane for his
coordination.
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Staff Professional Learning
Research shows that outside of the home, teachers have the biggest impact on a student’s learning. At FPS,
we value the importance of staff having access to high-quality professional learning that aligns with the
school’s priority areas. I have spent much of this week meeting with every teacher to review their work, and
I was hugely impressed by their knowledge of best practice, their understanding of where students are at in
their learning, and their dedication to their role.
One of my reflections from these meetings was the high level of trust and collegiality that exists between
FPS staff. There is a wealth of expertise across all curriculum areas amongst our teachers, which is regularly
shared and modelled in classrooms. It is safe to say that your children are in great hands.

Parent Opinion Survey
Earlier this week, approximately a third of our families received a link to the Parent Opinion Survey. These
families were randomly selected and are asked to complete the survey by Sunday 11 August. The survey is
designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of the school climate, student
behavior, and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future
school planning and improvement strategies.
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Bike Hoops
You may have noticed the recently installed bike
hoops that are located outside my office and the
Foundation area. Many of our parents travel to
school by bicycle and they now have somewhere
to park. The hoops are designed to accommodate
bikes with trailers. Thank you to Nina Collins (a FPS
parent) for working alongside Darebin City Council
to get this work done.

Dates for the Diary
The school website and the What’s On updates
provide important dates for parents. You should
particularly note:
TERM 3
Opera Australia
Parent Teacher
Interviews
Melbourne Museum
Excursion
5A Parent Teacher
Interviews
Principal Morning Tea
Cranbourne Botanic
Gardens
Book Week starts on
Monday 19 August
Mid Term Assembly
Werribee Zoo Excursion
Year 1/2 Concert
Father’s Day/Special
Person Breakfast
CERES Aboriginal
Perspectives Excursion
Art4All Weekend
Year 5 Anglesea Camp
Last Day of Term 3
TERM 4
Year 3&4 Concert
Curriculum Day
Melbourne Cup Day
Principal Morning Tea
House Swimming
Carnival
Year 7 Secondary School
Orientation Day
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The Barber of Seville is being performed to the school on Tuesday 30 July
Thursday 1 August; students are dismissed at 1pm
Year 4 students on Friday 9 August
Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 August from 3:45 – 6:25pm
Friday 16 August at 9am in the staff room. All welcome!
Year 3 students on Monday 19 August
The Book Week Parade is on Wednesday 21 August. Students are invited to
come to school dressed as a favourite literary character.
Monday 26 August at 9am. All FPS community members are invited to attend.
Year 6 students on Tuesday 27 August
“The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me” at 7pm on Tuesday 27 August, at Xavier
College
On the FPS grounds from 8 – 9am on Friday 30 August
Year 3 students on Tuesday 3 September
Friday 6 – Sunday 8 September
Wednesday 11 – Friday 13 September
Assembly at 1:30pm and early dismissal at 2pm on Friday 20 September

7pm on Tuesday 29 October at Ivanhoe Girls Grammar
No school for students on Monday 4 November
Public holiday on Tuesday 5 November
Friday 8 November at 9am in the staff room. All welcome!
Year 3 – 6 students on Tuesday 3 December at Northcote Aquatic Centre
On Tuesday 10 December for Year 6 students attending public high schools in
2020
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TERM 4 (Continued)
Junior Athletics Carnival
End of Year School Picnic
Year 6 Graduation
Ceremony
Last day of Term 4

Foundation – Year 2 students from 9:30am – 1pm at FPS on Thursday 12
December
Friday 13 December from 6 – 8pm on the school grounds. All families are
invited to attend.
Wednesday 18 December from 5:45 – 9pm
Friday 20 December: Assembly at 9am and early dismissal at 1pm

~ Paul Wallace, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Staff Professional Development
On Monday 15 July, our staff participated in a whole day of Professional Development around Cultural
Understanding and Safety Training (CUST). This provided us with a great opportunity to invest in further
professional learning opportunities to build school capability and confidence with Koorie cultural inclusion.
Our Koorie Engagement Support Officers (KESO) led the day; staff heard about their personal stories and
learnt about Marrung, the Aboriginal Education Plan 2016 – 2026. This day was a great way to reflect on
what we currently do at Fairfield Primary School and to think about what we can do to improve our cultural
inclusivity.

What’s Next
Future work for staff will include School Improvement Teams (SITs). We have set up four SITs; Literacy,
Student Wellbeing, Sustainability and Aboriginal Perspectives. Our Aboriginal Perspectives Team will use the
information we learnt during this PD as well as the guidance from our KESOs to develop an Action Plan and
establish where to next.
Our mid-term assembly – on Monday 26th August at 9am – will have a focus on Aboriginal Perspectives.
Further information on Aboriginal Perspectives:
 https://deadlyquestions.vic.gov.au/
 This website is an opportunity to learn about Aboriginal Victorians – their histories, cultures,
connection to place and hopes for the future.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHVbVBLlhCM
 Produced by the University of Sydney, this video asks Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people questions about stereotypes that confront them.
~ Sarah Abbott, Assistant Principal

Community News
Author Talk at Northcote Library
Northcote Library is hosting a parenting talk by author Lou Harvey- Zahra on her new book Growing Children,
Thriving Children: Raising 7 to 12 year olds with confidence and awareness. The session is on Thursday 8
August, from 7 – 8pm. If you are interested in attending, please register here.
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You’re Invited: Darebin Play Maps Exhibition
Last year, FPS was involved with the Darebin Play Maps Project. A total of 1,568 children & 286 adults across
the municipality actively participated in the project; an incredible response providing the Council with rich
information about what is important to children in relation to play. Fourteen maps have been produced – a
fantastic outcome of the project.
The Council is extending an invitation to the children and families who participated in this project, to the
opening of the Play Maps Exhibition. The
exhibition, running from 24 July – 2 August at
the Darebin Arts Centre, will show case the
artwork and voices of the children, including
those of FPS, who participated in the project.
Click here for more details.
The Darebin Council would like to thank those
involved with the Darebin Play Map Project in
2018. The Play Maps project has been a
wonderful opportunity for Council to partner
with FPS in producing this valuable resource for
the community.

Community Service Announcement: No E-Waste in Landfill
E-waste, which refers to broken or beyond repair electronic
products, is the fastest-growing category of waste
worldwide. The state-wide ban has now commenced, and ewaste will no longer be accepted in household bins or landfill
sites across Victoria. E-waste should be taken to a better
place where we can remove the bad and save the good!
What is e-waste?
Anything broken or beyond repair that has a plug, battery or
power cord. This includes phones, computers, household
appliances, toys or power tools, as well as the batteries and
cords that power them.
Why can’t I put them in the bin?
E-waste is full of valuable resources we can recover and
reuse if they are not lost to landfill, as well as materials that
are hazardous and bad for the environment if not disposed
of properly.
Where can I take my e-waste?
There are many places you can recycle e-waste in Darebin: www.darebin.vic.gov.au/ewaste
Not in Darebin?
Take e-waste to one of many different locations around the state for recycling. Contact Sustainability
Victoria on 1300 363 744 to find your nearest e-waste recycling depot or visit:
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/campaigns/ewaste
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General News
Cross Country News
Before I talk about yesterday’s Athletics Carnival, I am very
pleased to still be talking about Cross Country. Before the term
two holidays Maya Healy finished 8th at the Northern
Metropolitan Cross Country Event. This outstanding run meant
that Maya qualified for the Victorian State Carnival, which was
held last Thursday.
Maya was the 65th fastest 12/13 girl in Victoria finishing the
3km course in a time of 12 minutes and 58 seconds. A huge
congratulation to Maya!

Athletics Carnival
I would like to say a huge thank you to all the parent and family volunteers who helped at our School House
Athletics Carnival. The day was a huge success and this was only possible with your dedication, hard work
and skill. The school value of Community was really on show and it is great to see so many people turn up
and support this event. The day was truly outstanding.
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education and Sports Teacher

A Spotlight on Year 3
Claymation
Reflecting back on last term, the Year 3 students worked tirelessly to publish their Claymation using
Stopmotion. They will be presenting their amazing work on Monday 29th July at 2.45pm in their respective
classrooms. All family members are invited to attend.

Writing
In writing, students will be focusing on composing
letters. So far, they have written letters responding to
their teachers, and have begun looking at what is
included in a letter and its unique layout. Students have
enjoyed writing letters to their favourite authors and
asking them questions about their work. Throughout
the term, a big focus will be using ARMS (Add. Remove.
Move. Substitute) to revise their work, and CUPS
(Capitalise. Use of Verbs. Punctuation. Spelling) to edit
their work.
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Mathematics
This term, the number focus will be exploring fractions and decimals, using and connecting their
understanding of division. Students have already explored that fractions are equal parts of a whole and will
continue to develop their understanding with the use of concrete materials such as paper folding and 3D
shapes. In Year 3, students move from identifying fractions to exploring and representing fractions in
multiple ways.

Geography
For Inquiry this term, the students will be taking an exciting and winding journey around Australia! Their
focus will be Geography and they will be unpacking the big question ‘How are places within Australia similar
and different?’
To build up their knowledge and understanding they will be attending two excursions within the term. They
will visit Cranbourne Botanical Gardens and CERES, where they will develop a greater understanding and
respect for how Aboriginals care for and use the land, which they have done so for more than 60,000 years.


“I’m looking forward to learning about the Aboriginal communities and their languages”
~ Myria W, 3B

~ Year 3 Teachers and Students
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