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Newsletter 8 
Friday 31 May 2019 
 

Principal’s Report 

$7 Million State Funding 

Four days have passed since the announcement that Fairfield PS would receive $7 million for building works, 

and I continue to have conversations with parents, staff and students about how wonderful this news is. The 

school is currently experiencing an exciting period of change within its 134-year existence; in 2018 the new 

sports court opened, in 2019 the two-storey Fairfield Rd building and the redeveloped Eastern Playground 

both opened. Now we have confidence that a new campus will be built, just a stone’s throw away, on the 

vacant Wingrove St site. 

 

There are many people to thank and acknowledge for this news. I would particularly like to mention: 

 Victorian State Government: They continue to be supportive of the school’s needs and have 

recognised the requirement for the school to increase capacity for projected growing enrolments. 

 School Council: The acquisition of the Wingrove St site occurred before I started at FPS. I therefore 

acknowledge the many contributions of the School Council, who had the foresight and persistence to 

acquire this block. In particular I acknowledge the previous Principal, Allana Bryant, and previous 

School Council Presidents, Alexa Every and Alister Bayston for their advocacy and commitment to 

the school in helping to make this happen. 

 

As this news is very new, I am unable to deliver any details of the building plans at this point, however I will 

keep the community informed via Compass of any developments when I get them. 

 

 
Present and past FPS School Council Presidents—Bronwyn (current SC President), Paul (Principal), Alister and Alexa. 
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Orchestra Concert 

FPS was once again invited to be part of Thornbury High School’s concert on Tuesday evening at the Furlan 

Club, and once again, our orchestra performed with distinction. I have been talking about the excellent 

Performing Arts program on recent school tours, and this was another wonderful opportunity for our 

students. Congratulations to all students involved and to our teachers, Rosie Wositzky-Jones and Olivia Li. 

 

Backstage Performing 

 

Fundraising Update 

Many of our school community would have been on the school grounds for the recent Federal Election. 

Members of the Community Committee, ably supported by a band of parent volunteers, recognised this as 

an opportunity for voters to enjoy a democracy sausage. Many thanks to these people for giving up part of 

their weekend to support this event and helping to raise $900. 

 

Please note that there was an error in the previous newsletter – the Mother’s Day / Special Person Stall 

raised $1700.  

 

 
 

$34,000 $880 $1,700 $900 

$32,000 $33,000 $34,000 $35,000 $36,000 $37,000 $38,000

1

TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED
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2019 FUNDRAISING

School Fair Foundation Social Night Mother's Day Stall Election Day BBQ
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On the same topic, we recently received delivery of FPS swimming caps for use at interschool sport events, 

purchased through fundraising. Unfortunately, they did not arrive in time for this year’s events, but from 

next year, our swimmers will be looking the part in this new attire. You will also note in the Physical 

Education Spotlight that fundraising monies were recently used to purchase a new high jump mat. 

 

Chess Program 

We will once again be running a lunchtime chess club during term three. This is available to all students from 

Foundation – Year 6 regardless of their chess experience and ability. The 9-week program will run at Monday 

lunchtime (12:50 - 1:50pm) from 22 July – 16 September. See the Compass event, which will be distributed 

early next week, for complete details. 

 

 

 

Attitude to School Survey 

The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.  

 

Students from Years 4 to 6 at our school will participate in the online survey during class time between 

Monday 3 – Wednesday 5 June. Survey data will be organised by groups of students, therefore no individual 

student can be identified. 

 

Peer Observations 

Every term, our teachers are involved in a Peer Observation. This is a process where teachers observe each 

other’s practice and learn from one another to build their individual capability. Peer Observations are an 

important part of a teacher’s professional development, which contributes to the collective efficacy of the 

whole school. 
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Within the model that we have developed at FPS: 

1. The teacher self-reflects on their practice, which informs the focus for the observation. 

2. A pre-observation conversation involves agreeing on the observation and the type of observation 

evidence that will be collected. 

3. The peer observation is focused on individual teachers’ learning needs. 

4. The post-observation conversation is an opportunity to reflect upon the practice. 

 

Staff have displayed excellent collaboration and trust in colleagues, and have identified how this process has 

improved their skills as a teacher. 

 
~ Paul Wallace, Principal 
 

School Council Update 

 

Below is a summary of the last School Council Meeting, held on 20 May. 

 

Potential Uniform Supplier Change 

The Environmental Sustainability Working Group (ESWG) has been investigating ethically made school 

uniforms and has identified a local producer that is an ethical-clothing accredited business. A Plus 

Schoolwear is an Australian business that make 80% of their uniform items in Coburg.  

 

The conditions that we are used to, such as online purchasing and delivery option, access to a retail outlet, 

and a small donation to the school, would all remain. Prices of the uniforms are comparable to the uniforms 

offered by our current provider, PSW.  

 

One small, additional benefit in moving to A Plus Schoolwear would be embroidered school crests, which 

make for very durable logos in comparison to our current plastic transfer/print logos.  

 

Click here to see A Plus Schoolwear’s website.  

 

School Council is yet to make a decision on whether we will change providers. If you have an opinion that 

you would like to have considered, please let the school know. 

 

Mother’s Day/Special Person Stall and Election Day BBQ 

In other news, we have run two small, but successful community events recently. The Mother’s Day/Special 

Person Stall had a completely new look, with almost entirely hand-made gifts and certainly all hand-wrapped 

items. It was fantastic to note the great reduction in plastic usage. Thanks to Jennifer Clarke and her team of 

helpers in creating and selling these lovely gifts. Profits were almost double this year – $1700! 

 

It was a sunny day to host an Election Day BBQ, where everyone was keen to enjoy a Brenta sausage as they 

navigated the how-to-vote cards! We made a profit of $900, and were supported by helpful volunteers who 

appreciated not being run off their feet – enjoying a chance to chat as a well as BBQ.  

 

Library Update 

Several years ago, a donor provided FPS with $5000 to go towards a project. It was decided that this money 

would be a long-lasting and well-loved donation if we bought many new books and other resources for the 

library, which, as it is slowly being upgraded, needs new and relevant books to keep our children reading. 

We hope this donation is enjoyed and School Council feel it is a fitting way to honour this kind gesture.  

https://www.aplusschoolwear.com.au/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FPS-UniformSupplier
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Opportunities to be Involved 

Remember to join the Art4All Committee if you are so inclined, or perhaps attend a Buildings and Grounds, 

Policy, or other School Council sub-committee meeting. Contributions and ideas are always welcome. See 

‘What’s On’ for times and dates.  

 

As always, our School Council Meeting minutes are posted to the school website. 

 

~ Anita Galli, FPS School Council, Community Committee Member 

 

Calling all friends of Fairfield Primary Library! 

The library is a much loved and well used room in the school and there are some things we can do to 

improve it. At the end of last year, our library was cleaned during a successful working bee and painted over 

the summer. These were important steps in improving our library, but there is still plenty to be done in 

terms of monthly care, improving the space, and taking care of our collection. 

 

Establishing Monthly Care 

Our librarian Zoe is only in the library for a few hours every week. In this limited time, she is not able to 

complete all of the tasks the library needs to have done. In addition to the work she does, we need: 

 Sorting: The books in the library need to be sorted every month. Often the books are out of order 

on the shelves or there may be a large stack of books waiting to be returned to the shelves. This 

makes it difficult for students to find the books they want. Our library needs volunteers to sort 

books each month. 

 Laminating: We buy books every year and need volunteers, mostly at the end of the year, to help 

get the new books laminated and ready to go onto the shelves. 

 

 

If you would like to get involved in any of 

these projects or if you have ideas on how we 

can improve the library, please email Bronwyn 

Wolfgang, School Council President.  

 

Improvements to the Space 

The library space could be more welcoming for 

students to browse and curl up with a book for 

a little while.  

 

Pictured here is one possibility of what we 

could do with the space. 

 
~ Bronwyn Wolfgang, FPS School Council President 
 

General News 

2020 Foundation Enrolments 

To facilitate the planning of 2020 classes, staffing and resources, we request that enrolment forms for 

younger siblings, who will be commencing school next year, be submitted to the school office by Friday 28 

June – the last day of term two. 

 

http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/our-school/school-council/minutes/
mailto:bjwolfgang@gmail.com
mailto:bjwolfgang@gmail.com
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Save the Date – Parent Teacher Interviews 

Please save Thursday 1 August, from 1:40 – 7pm for Parent Teacher Interviews – week three of next term. 

Interviews will be 10 minutes in duration and held for all students in the school. The Compass booking 

platform will be open to make interview bookings the first week of term three.  

 

Please note, due to the interviews, school will be dismissed early on this date. Students will finish at 1pm. 

 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The Premiers’ Reading Challenge is currently in full swing! My name is 

Chiara and I am the Premiers’ Reading Challenge coordinator for this 

year. Already, many brilliant readers have started the Challenge, but 

there is still time for many more of you to join! The aim of the Challenge 

is to promote a love of reading. It is not a competition, but a challenge to 

encourage each student to read, to read more and to read more widely. 

 

 Students in Foundation to Year 2 who accept the Challenge need 

to read or experience 30 books by 23 August.   

 Students in Years 3 to 10 who accept the Challenge must read 15 

books during this period.  Some books must be selected from the book lists available on the 

Challenge site. 

 

How do you enter the challenge? 

 If you have joined the challenge previously, you will not need to re-register. Log into the student 

online system, with your username and password from last year. On the online system, you will be 

able to; manage your reading list, check your progress on how many books you have read, and 

search for books you might like to read. If you cannot remember your username or password from 

last year please email the office. 

 If you are new to the challenge, we are excited to have you! Please email the office with your name 

and class. You will be added to the Challenge. Log in details will be emailed to you.  

 

The end date Challenge is Friday 23rd August 2019. To find out more, see the Challenge website.  

 

~ Chiara Vaiani Minchinton, Premiers’ Reading Challenge Coordinator 

 

Inquiry 

Second term is off to a great start in the 1/2 area. In our Inquiry Unit, Chemical Sciences, students have been 

observing materials based on their properties (flexibility, colour, texture, etc.). Students will be: 

 Learning how some materials can be remade into new products. 

 Making things out of recycled materials. 

 Exploring how some materials are suited to the local environment.  

 Looking at how food can be mixed to form different products. 

 

Students participated in the Mad About Science incursion – Material Properties and enjoyed the experience. 

  “We did a material sort to see if it was from a plant, animal or mineral”. ~ Rylee D, 1/2A 

A Spotlight on Year 1/2 

mailto:Fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Premiers%20Reading%20Challenge%20-%20Chiara
mailto:Fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Premiers%20Reading%20Challenge%20-%20Chiara
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc/Pages/default.aspx
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 “We did an experiment and I learnt that peanut packing foam can dissolve in water so it is better for 

the environment than Styrofoam”. ~ Eamon S, 1/2A 

 “I learnt that some materials have special properties. Rubber comes from trees and is elastic and 

stretchy”. ~ Jake V, 1/2A 

 “I liked it when Jill tried to do an explosion by mixing two materials together and it didn’t work. 

Science experiments don’t always work!” ~ Dylan D, 1/2A 

 

Mathematics 

In Mathematics, students have been looking at the different strategies to solve addition and subtraction 

problems. Some of the addition strategies they have looked at are – counting all, counting on, doubles facts, 

near doubles, building to the next ten and fact families. Some subtraction strategies they have looked at are 

– counting back and counting up to, using number lines, doubles and near doubles and fact families. 

 

Students have also been collecting data using tallies, making and interpreting graphs. 
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Literacy 

In Literacy, students are continuing to look at the reading strategies to help them decode text and 

comprehension strategies so they understand what they are reading. In Writing, students are learning how 

to write procedures – using a title, goal, materials and steps. Parents will be pleased to know that some 

students have written procedures on ‘How to make my bed’. 

 

Playground 

1/2 students are also very excited that they can now play on the new Eastern Playground. After watching the 

construction through their class windows each day and checking on progress, they are thrilled to play on it! 

 

 

 

 

~ Year 1/2 Teachers and Students 
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A Focus on Physical Education 

Carnival Time 

It is carnival season at Fairfield Primary School. At the beginning of term two, all Year 3 – 6 students were 

given the opportunity to run or walk around the school cross country course. Each lap of the course is 

approximately 500m with all 9/10 children completing a maximum of 2km and the 11, 12 and 13 year olds 

completing a maximum of 3km. Every lap they completed would earn two points for their house.  

 

The results were extremely close: 

 4th place: Merri with 622 points  

 3rd place: Darebin with 650 points 

 2nd place: Diamond with 657 points 

 1st place went to Yarra with 669 points 

 

Well done to everyone for participating to their best ability and congratulations to all the students qualified 

to district and division events.  

 

Our House Athletics Carnival will take place on Thursday 25 July. All students from Years 3 – 6 will 

participate in different track and field events at this carnival. In Physical Education, they are currently 

practising these skills. Thanks to fundraising, we have been able to purchase a new high jump mat this year 

ensuring that the Year 5 and 6 students land safely during high jump. 

 

   
 

Fundamental Motor Skills 

During term two the Foundation – Year 2 students focus on the fundamental motor skills of throwing and 

catching. Students work in small groups and rotate around a number of different stations. Students look at 

and discuss the key points of the skills to ensure they can demonstrate it correctly and understand its 

importance. I have been really impressed with the way students have thought and reflected on the skill – 

they are on the way to ensuring that the skill becomes automated and efficient. 

 

~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education and Sports Teacher 
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Visual Arts in the Community  

Year 6 Tour Guide Opportunity at Heide MOMA 

Being Tour Guides at Heide Museum of Modern Art?  

Interpreting Mirka Mora’s artwork and possessions through innovative performance in front of a group? 

“I could do that!” replied 18 of our Year 6 students to a request for volunteers from Tara Daniel, Heide 

Museum Educator. 

 

In addition to their Educational Programs, Heide MOMA are also interested in creating further educational 

opportunities for students to connect with the art experience at their gallery spaces. This was one of those 

occasions. Our students could elect to extend their knowledge and skills by personally selecting a Mirka 

Mora exhibited piece from Heide 1 and produce a presentation connected to that item. A tour was arranged 

with two of our students introducing the demonstrations and directing the group. 

 

Our Year 6 students interpreted their ideas and feelings about Mirka through: 
 

 Musical tributes 

 Soundscapes 

 Conversations 

 Tête-à-têtes 

 Comparisons Tête-à-têtes 

 Interviews 

 Satires 

 Interactive discussions 

 Humour 

 

We can only celebrate their confidence, courage and creativity. They indeed showed us what excellence 

looks like! 

 

~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher 

 

 

 
 

Scarlet 
playing an 
introductory 
tribute 

Raya and Eliza telling of Mirka’s origins in 
front of her unfinished painting. 

Oliver presenting a hard sculpture of Bat Cat. 

Hayley with a humorous view on the windows. 

Our Grade 6 volunteer presenters 


