Newsletter 6
Friday 3 May 2019
Principal’s Report
Katrina Lamers
Last week I announced the news that Katrina would be leaving FPS after being appointed as a Leading
Teacher at Epping Views Primary School. Katrina’s final day is next Friday.
To acknowledge all of Katrina’s work within one newsletter item is an impossible task. Her tireless dedication
and commitment to FPS has been appreciated and respected by students, staff and parents alike.
Katrina’s contributions towards curriculum development are significant. Through her leadership, there is
now a greater consistency in learning programs across the school with students partaking in meaningful,
challenging and engaging learning. Katrina’s coordination of assessment has ensured that the use of data is
now a strength of the school, enabling staff to teach at students’ point of need.
Katrina has been a great support to students and families when wellbeing and social issues have arisen. She
displays understanding and care when supporting students during challenging times. Katrina always makes
herself available to attend meetings, make phone calls and catch up with students.
Beyond her curriculum and wellbeing skillset, Katrina has contributed significantly to building projects; this
includes the netball court, the new building and the Eastern Playground. Katrina has gone beyond her
responsibilities, often giving up her own time during the school holidays to support these projects.
On a personal note, during my time as Assistant Principal, Acting Principal and now Principal, Katrina has
provided me with unequivocal support. As a team, we have experienced many successes and many
challenges, and Katrina’s ability to think pragmatically through a situation and consider the best outcome for
the students has been a great source of support.
On behalf of the school
community, I thank Katrina for her
work, attendance at meetings and
events, participation on School
Council, mentoring of teachers,
support of students and families,
and much more besides.
She will be missed by FPS.
I wish her the very best with her
future endeavours.
Paul Wallace
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Assembly
At the start of the school year and at the end of each term, we have a whole school assembly. These
assemblies celebrate the achievements of the term and provide an opportunity for all of the students to
meet together.
Keeping in mind that one of our school values is ‘Community’, this year we will hold mid-term assemblies
during terms 2, 3 and 4 as well. We feel that it is important for us to recognise the community aspect of the
school and for students to be together more regularly. These assemblies will be run by our School
Community Leaders, with the first one taking place on Monday 27 May at 9am. Families are, of course,
welcome to attend.
~ Paul Wallace, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Year 4 Camp
Week one of term started with our Year
4 camp to Mount Evelyn. This camping
program provides our students with the
opportunity to engage in a range of
outdoor education activities, aimed at
developing their physical capabilities as
well as their ability to work as part of a
team.
The overnight stay away from home also
gives students the opportunity to build
their independence, as they are
responsible for tasks within the camp.
Reports from all staff, students and
volunteers who attended the camp were
extremely positive.
I would like to thank our teachers, Elise Dowell, Chiara Minchinton, Jourdan Murray and Jade O’Grady, as
well as parent volunteers Katherine Barraclough, Zeljko Basic, Daniel Carosone, Corrin McNamara and Sonia
Russell for spending time away from their families to support our students in this extremely valuable
opportunity.

Farewell
As next week is my last week at the school, this will be my last newsletter report. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the entire Fairfield Primary School Community. I have a great passion for lifelong
learning and working at Fairfield has provided me with plenty of learning opportunities, I am a better
educator and person for my time at the school. Working with the students at Fairfield has brought me
nothing but joy on a daily basis. Although I am extremely sad to be leaving the students, I do feel excited
about my new role and things to come.
Having worked at a few schools over my career, I am extremely appreciative of the strong sense of
community at Fairfield. This is one of our values but is more; it is a true identity of the school and something
to feel proud about.
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During my time at Fairfield, I have worked to develop the curriculum delivery and teaching approaches at
the school and hope I have had a positive impact on the learning of each student. I feel I leave the school in
an extremely positive space, knowing the staff work extremely hard to support the best interests of the
students.
I would like to thank Paul Wallace for his leadership and amazing support over the last three and a bit years.
I would like to thank the families and community members for welcoming me into the community. A big
thank you to the teaching and education support staff, who are tireless in their efforts and to the staff in the
office who I literally could not have lived without. Mostly I would like to thank all of the students, seeing the
development of these young people on a daily basis is the most rewarding aspect of this work. I wish you all
the best and hope to hear about all the amazing things you are doing in the future.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Community News
You’re Invited: 80s & 90s Trivia Night
Prepare your dancing shoes, brush up on your trivia and
book the babysitter—it’s time to relive the best parts of
your teens! The FPS Trivia Night is on Saturday 22 June
and this year we celebrate all things 80s and 90s! Think big
hair, bright colours, acid wash denim and more!
This year, our featured bands include the Bin Night
Romeos and Double Denim. Double Denim, a group of
talented parents from FPS, will make their performance
debut at the Trivia Night.
Join the fun at the Regal Ballroom, Northcote on Saturday
22 June from 6pm for a 6:15pm start.


Tickets are $50 per person and includes wood
fired pizza.



10 people to a table.



Drinks at bar prices.



Amazing prizes!



Tickets go on sale Tuesday 7 May at 7pm:
https://fps-trivia-night.eventbrite.com.au

This year, tickets will be sold individually, so if you already have your table of 10 sorted, have one person
book tickets (select 10 tickets) for the entire table. For those of you purchasing tickets in a quantity less than
10, we will automatically assign you to a table—a great way to make new friends!
Email Sally with your with creative 80's & 90's table names, and any specific food requirements.
Looking forward to seeing you on the dance floor!
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Share your Ideas—Parent and Student Events Forum
Last year, the Community Committee organised and conducted a survey to review the community events
offered at FPS (Fair, Art4All, Trivia Night, Social Nights, Mother/Father's Day activities, etc.)
As part of the ongoing event evaluation process, two forums will be held to solicit further input – one where
we hear from students and the other, where parents are encouraged to share their thoughts. We are
explicitly looking for feedback regarding ideas and preferences of activities, volunteering, and events at FPS.
To attend a forum, we request that you register. There will be a limit on the number of attendees, as we
want to enable people to have a good opportunity for rich, interactive discussions.
Student Forum (Foundation – Year 6):

Parent Forum:



When: Thursday 9 May, 3:40 – 4:15pm



When: Thursday 9 May, 6:30 – 7:30pm



Where: Meeting Room



Where: Meeting Room



Register to attend



Register to attend

Mother’s/Special Person’s Day Stall—Wednesday 8 May
With Mother’s Day fast approaching, Fairfield Primary
School will be hosting a stall with a range of wonderful
items available for purchase.
We know how excited and important children feel as they
peruse a range of goods, selecting just the right item for
their mum/special person! We would really appreciate it
if everyone is able to bring the correct change to help
things run smoothly on the day.


When: Wednesday 8 May, 9:15 - 12:45pm



Where: Stall will be in the Old Hall



Cost: All items are priced at either $2, $3 or $5

Parent Helpers Needed
If any parent is available to help out on the stall (and has
a WWCC) we would appreciate your help.
Please sign up here.

General News
Knitting Club – Can you Help?
This Tuesday lunchtime, Knitting Club kicked off with a zing! About 30 children turned up, most of them
beginners to the art of knitting. We are looking for some extra volunteers to demonstrate and help
individual students. This would not have to be a weekly commitment, just something parents (or even
grandparents!) could turn up for any Tuesday, if they were free. The children are really enthusiastic, and we
would love to keep them motivated!
If you have a WWCC and time of a Tuesday at lunch, (1 – 1:45pm), please come along!
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In the News
On Wednesday 17 April, the Northcote Leader published a great article featuring our ‘World’s Greatest
Shave’ students – see below. Congratulations to Team FPS on the wonderful amount of money raised for the
Leukaemia Foundation.

Tennis in Stages Lessons
At FPS, tennis lessons are offered Thursday mornings before school. If your child is interested in
participating, please collect an enrolment from the school office.

FPS Learn to Swim Program
Thank you to all those people who expressed an interest in the Foundation – Year 2 Learn to Swim Program.
As stated throughout Term 1, expressions of interested closed at the end of the term. We have received
many more expressions of interest than anticipated. We are working with Ivanhoe Aquatic Centre to find a
solution that will support the significant increase in numbers. Due to the demand of the program, late
expressions of interest will be placed on a list and these students will only have the opportunity to attend if
enrolment numbers drop.
Once we have confirmed program numbers from the pool we will communicate further, including program
costs. Thank you to everyone for your patience and support in this matter.
~ Geoff McShane
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A Spotlight on Year 4
Memories from the Year 4 Mt Evelyn Camp
Meals at Camp
I felt like I was on MasterChef – the meals were so good. For lunch we had hamburgers, for dinner we had
warm steamy lasagne and salad, and for breakfast we had toast, cereal and bacon and eggs. For the second
lunch, we had delicious ham, cheese and salad rolls. Each group had a duty job. Mine was dinner duty where
we set out the cutlery, chairs and cups. I learnt to use teamwork while I was helping and we were practising
our independence.
~ Sophie M, 4B
Wildlife Encounter
After we had some fresh fruit, we had some free
play and we went to the Animal Encounter. We
learnt about taxidermy, which means a stuffed
animal. They (the animals) had all naturally died and
were there to help us learn about them.
There was some living animals that we got to pat.
The animals were a bearded dragon, a blue tongue
lizard and a turtle, but we did not get to pat the
turtle. The bearded dragon was rough and looked
like a dinosaur. The blue tongue lizard was soft and
cold and the pattern of its scales was amazing.
~ Ava L, 4A
Flying Fox
When I was putting on my harness I felt so happy but also scared. When I got to the Flying Fox, I felt so
scared but I still did it.
When I was climbing up the ladder, I was shivering with nerves. When I got up I felt butterflies flying around
in my tummy and then I jumped. “Ahh!” I said, “This is fun!” Boom! I had crashed into the end then I was
moving. I looked down, someone was pulling me. “Ow!” I hit my shin on the ladder. I was still in shock but I
got unclipped and ran back down.
~ Sophie A, 4C
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Hut Building
I was in Snakes so we did Hut Building first.
It was my highlight of the camp. We made
the hut on a V- shaped tree that was
absolutely perfect because we could place
sticks in the V- shape.
Every stick I placed made me feel better
and better. We had to put bark on because
we did the water challenge.
When everybody got wet, we laughed our
heads off. It was so much fun I could not
stop smiling.
I learnt a lot about teamwork that session.
~ By Lila V, 4A

The Giant Swing
As I stepped on the ladder, my heart ran as fast as a cheetah. The instructor pulled the ladder from
underneath me. “3, 2, 1 PULL!” the instructor shouted. Up, up, up I went sailing like a bird.
Once I got to the top, the instructor yelled stop to everyone below. “PULL THE ROPE!” he yelled to me. I
pulled the rope, I shot down like a bullet from a gun. I swung and swung. I felt like a monkey swinging from
tree to tree. “WEEEEEE!” I screamed until finally it stopped. I will always remember that moment on the
giant swing whether it was fun or not.
~ Lulu P, 4C
The Giant Swing!
As my group, the Cockatoos, reached the giant swing I was amazed at how big it was. I wasn’t expecting this!
It was massive! The instructor said it was 18 metres high.
You could choose to go to the top of the giant swing or not. Most of the people chose to go to the top. I was
one of the people that chose to go to the top.
To get the people up you needed to pull a rope that connects to the strap that the people were connected
to. It wasn’t very hard to pull the rope because your whole group would be pulling it.
I really wanted it to be my turn. Finally it was. I was MEGA excited! Once I was up there, I looked down and it
looked higher up there, not when you’re at the bottom. You were supposed to pull a rope and you will go
whooshing backwards.
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Everyone (except me) was counting down for me to pull the rope 3… 2… 1… and I pulled the rope!
WHOOSH!!! All of a sudden, I went flying (with the harness connected to the strap). I was laughing the whole
way down. I loved it!
The giant swing is the best!
~ Austin S, 4C

~ Year 4 Teachers and Students

A Focus on Visual Arts
Fast forward!
I always experience such delight and pride when I discover the accomplishments of former students. To
share their achievements allows our present students to believe they too can aspire to be as passionate.
This year three Northcote High students, who were once students of FPS have been successful in gaining
recognition in the State’s Top Designs.
Top Designs celebrate the innovation and creative problem solving of Victoria's youngest designers.
Displaying the work of outstanding VCE and VET design students, this annual exhibition spans the breadth of
furniture, fashion, graphic and product design, set, prop and costume design, film, print, photography,
animation, mechanical, electronic and web design.
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These remarkable student projects hint at the exciting future of Australian contemporary design. Former
Fairfield PS and Northcote High VCE Product Design and Technology students Ned Astbury and Jasmine
Kennedy won Deans’ Art prizes.
Ned won the Dean’s Award for the best design and the Museum Internship Award. He will get to spend a
week with staff at the Melbourne Museum. Ned’s vacuum style pill picker-upper was designed to help
people with arthritis and limited mobility pick up dropped pills.
Jasmine created sustainable fashion made from old plastic shopping bags.
VCE Visual Communication Design student Charlie O'Brien was awarded for his Visual Communication folio
and his design for an ergonomic learning/social station with modular seating to suit different situations. It
will be used in Northcote High School's library.
We applaud their inventiveness and sense a flourishing future.
I believe it is here at Fairfield that our embedded value of creativity is planted deep, enabling our students’
ingenuity and imagination to grow and thrive.

Jasmine Kennedy’s Top Design. Fabric, is on display at the Melbourne Museum‘s VCE Seasons of Excellence Exhibition
#TopDesigns

~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher
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