Newsletter 4
Friday 22 March 2019
Principal’s Report
La Fete Du Village
The signs around Fairfield said that La Fête Du Village would be a day to remember – and it most certainly
was. As a result of the many hours of volunteerism, thousands of visitors were able to bask in the sunshine
and enjoy the music, food, stalls and activities right up until sunset.
Smiles and laughter were the order of the day with people taking up the opportunity to enjoy time with
friends and family in our French village. The fair was enjoyed by our school community, and by visitors from
afar who were impressed by the community feel of Fairfield. The families that I spoke to all explained
something different that they enjoyed about the day – there was something for everyone.
They say it takes a village to raise a child – in this case, it took a community to raise a village Francaise! A big
thank you to all of you who volunteered towards this event. At Fairfield, we recognise the importance of
community within our School Vision, and the dedication that our parents display to improving our school
community helps make FPS such a unique place.
On behalf of the school and School Council, thank you to everyone for preparing the grounds, making
produce, ordering rides and food, obtaining permits, creating plans and maps, budgeting, manning stalls,
and much more besides. I particularly would like to acknowledge Quimby Mills, Anita Galli and Kelly Chislett
for their coordination of the event.
The main focus of these events is to provide opportunities to bring our community together. A by-product of
this is raising money for the school and I should be able to present a final figure raised at the end of term
assembly (Friday 5 April) and in the next newsletter. The school remains committed to spending these funds
to benefit the students at the school, and we will be discussing this at a School Council level.
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Parent Teacher Interviews
Yesterday we held Parent Teacher Interviews, which is a big day in the calendar for staff. This year we
conducted the interviews later in the term as it was felt that after almost eight weeks of the year, teachers
would have collected a range of data and have a good understanding of where students are at in their
learning, and where to next.
Feedback from parents has been around what a positive start to the year their child has had. Thank you to
staff for their preparation and discussions last night.

Dates for your Diary


Monday 25 March at 6pm – I will be presenting the 2018 Annual Report. All parents are invited to
attend.



Wednesday 27 March – Year 6 families are invited to attend the Year 6 Debating Showcase, from 6 –
7pm at school.



Friday 5 April at 1.30pm we will have our end of term assembly (outside if weather permits) with a
2pm dismissal.

~ Paul Wallace, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Lunch and Recess Clubs
During the day, students have 30 minutes of outside playtime at recess and 50 minutes at lunch. This can
feel like a long time of unstructured play for some students and can be an extremely short time for others.
To support students during this time, many of our staff offer lunchtime clubs. These clubs are a great place
for students to pursue their interests, or have some respite from a busy playground. Students have loved the
idea, with many initiating their own clubs and arranging teachers to supervise for support.
The following clubs are available to students:
When

What’s On

Monday Lunch

Tuesday Lunch
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Where

Act it Out
Year 4 students, with teacher support, lead this drama playgroup.
Students run drama role-play activities and games.

Gym Foyer

Catch up French
Students have a chance to go and complete French tasks they have
not finished in class, or they have the option of just spending some
time in the French room working on activities in French.

French Room

Endangered Animal Club
Again, this is a student led initiative; students can discuss ways to
protect endangered animals, learning facts or making posters to
encourage and educate others.

4AB Classroom

Catch up Art
Students are welcomed into the Art room to work to complete tasks
from class.

Art Studio
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When

What’s On

Where

Wednesday
Lunch

Library
The library is open during lunch for students to have time to browse
and read books of their choice.

Library

Thursday
Recess

Yoga Club
During this time, students lead yoga activities.

4AB Classroom

Coding Club
Students learn about coding and create their own products.

4AB Classroom

Catch up Art
As per Tuesday.

Art Studio

Magic Card Club/Board Games
Year 6 students run magic card games, and teach the game to any
new students. Students are also welcome to come in to play board
games.

4AB Classroom

Thursday
Lunch

Friday Lunch

We are overwhelmed by the participation rates and by the enthusiasm shown by our students in supporting
and organising these clubs.

Yoga Club in action

Act it Out Club going through their paces

~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Community News
Northcote High School – Open Day
Northcote High School invites prospective students and families to their 2019 Open Day, scheduled on
Tuesday 30 April. Please see the Open Day Flyer for timings and other details.

ANZAC Day Appeal
Over the next couple of weeks, students will have the opportunity to purchase badges, pens, wristbands,
etc. in support of the ANZAC appeal. Items cost $1 - $5.
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Merci Beaucoup!
To all members of the FPS community, the Fair Coordinators would like to express our utmost gratitude to
everyone who helped make our 2019 La Fete du Village a ‘grand succès’.
Saturday was a real triumph and an indication of the impressive generosity of well over one thousand hours
of volunteer efforts. Events such as A Fair to Remember help us to gain a very special feeling of camaraderie
and invaluable community spirit.
Thank you to all our parents for contributing immensely, to our students for their passion, and to our staff
for magnificent support.
Merci beaucoup!
~ Anita Galli, Quimby Mills & Kelly Chislett, Fair Coordinators

Student Reflections on the Fair


Bonjour! My name is Harvey and I will tell you about the Fête du Village. Splash! goes le plouf (dunk
tank). Someone got dunked! I went on the Screamer – it was super fun. The fair was a big hit!
~ Harvey B, 3B



Sunlight shone onto my face. I squinted in the sun as I looked out into the sea of faces for my family.
People were cheering us on as we sang 'Jean Petit Danse'. There was a round of applause as we
finished the song. We moved onto 'Champs Elysées' - I love this song! Just as I was getting into the
groove, the song ended. Oh! ~ Ella H, 4B



At the fair, I explored the language and tradition of French culture, whilst enjoying a classic fair. I
ordered a Nutella crepe with the language 'Est-ce que je peux avoir un crêpe s'il vous plait?'
~ Soleil CJ, 5C



As I sat on the plank, I felt nervous. I barely had time to think as the button clicked and I dropped into
the frigid water below. As I climbed up the ladder, water trickled down my drenched shorts. Not long
after I dropped again and, just like that, I was back where I started in the water again. By the third
time I was dunked, I was relishing those moments in the water. ~ Brooklyn R & Liam M, 6B
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World’s Greatest Shave
On 16 March at the Fairfield Primary School Fair, eight Year 6 students and one class teacher took part in the
World’s Greatest Shave to raise for money for the leukaemia foundation. The money raised goes towards
research to find a cure for blood cancer. The people involved were Jack I, Sam R, Hudson P, Toby H, Charlie S,
Pippa K, Raya B, Michael K and our teacher Michele Fraser.
We did this because we feel very passionate about finding better treatments and remedies for blood cancer
and we want to make a difference in someone’s life that struggles with it. We would be overwhelmed with
happiness if we saved at least one person’s life or helped them in some way. As a team, we raised over
$7000. Of course, we are still open for donations.
A big thank you Julie Fausett and Corrin McNamara for helping shave our heads on our special day, and
thanks to all of the parents for helping us along the way: Kimberly Ison, Vicki Rippon, Richard Price, Hilary
Schwantzer, Carly Kluge, Michelle Barrington and Christina Scholzhorn. A massive thank you to our teacher
Michele Fraser for doing this with us, you are an inspiration to many people!

Alphington/Fairfield Auskick 2019
The Auskick season starts Friday 26 April at Pitcher Park, 5.30 – 7pm (under lights). In weekly sessions,
children will explore the world of AFL, building football skills and playing in a safe and fun setting. Auskick is
affiliated with the Parkside Junior Football Club.
To find out more information visit: www.aflauskick.com.au. Click here to register.

General News
Lots of Socks Day
Thursday 21 March was World Down Syndrome Day. To raise awareness of Down syndrome and to help the
children to develop their understanding, the Foundation children and teachers (and some parents!)
celebrated Lots of Socks Day.
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The idea behind wearing ‘odd socks’ was because chromosomes look like socks and come in pairs, and
people with Down syndrome have an extra chromosome or an odd sock. The plan is also for children to
understand that even though socks may look different, they are still socks!
In BounceBack, Foundation children have been learning the personal value ‘It’s OK to be different’ and we
have been exploring how people can have different hair colour or interests, but that we all want to be loved
and welcomed.
So, we proudly donned our loudest or odd socks to mark the day and paraded to celebrate the people in our
life with Down syndrome. We also had a ‘Rock Your Socks’ party on the netball court dancing to all our
favourite songs in our socks.
Thank you to everyone for showing your support; by wearing your socks, by rocking out on the netball court
and by celebrating being ourselves every day.

Foundation students rocking their ‘Lots of Socks!’

OSHClub Holiday Brochure
With only two more weeks until the school holidays, many families are making plans for their children in this
time. Please see the OSHClub Holiday Brochure for holiday activities. OSHClub will run from Monday 8 –
Friday 19 April.

City of Darebin Holiday Brochure
The City of Darebin is offering a range of activities these school holidays. Click to see the activities on offer.
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Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2019
It is time to begin the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge! My name
is Chiara, teacher of 4A, and I am very excited to be the reading
challenge coordinator for this year.
What is the Premier Reading Challenge?
The aim of the challenge is to promote a love of reading. It is not a
competition, instead a challenge to encourage each student to read, to
read more and to read more widely. Since the challenge first began,
more than 2.8 million students have read more than 4.8 million books!
The challenge begins Monday 1 April and officially ends Friday 23 August.
What does the Challenge Involve?
Foundation – Year 2 Students
 Students who accept the challenge need to read or experience 30 books during this period.
 Students can read books by themselves or with someone else, for example, a parent, teacher,
sibling, classmate, or friend – they can help you, or read the book to you if you are learning to read.
Year 3 – 6 Students
 Students who accept the challenge must read 15 books during this period.
 Some books must be selected from the book lists available on the Challenge site.
Go to the Premiers’ Reading Challenge website for the rules, the book list and the online application for
recording books. Students must choose some of their books from the challenge book list, and record their
reading online, as set out in the six rules for the Challenge.
How do you enter the challenge?
If you have joined the challenge previously, you will not need to re-register as you will already be added to
the reading challenge. Log into the student online system, from April with your username and password
from last year. From the online system you can manage your reading list, check your progress on how many
books you have read, and search for books you might still like to read. If you cannot remember your
username/password, please email the office.
If you are new to the challenge, we are excited to have you! Please email the office with your name and
class. You will be added to the challenge and can create your username and password!
~ Chiara Vaiani Minchinton, Premiers’ Reading Challenge Coordinator

Sustainability News
Recycling Fair Signs
As the fair is over for another year, we ask that you return your Fair Signs to FPS so that they can be
recycled. Please put signs on the stage in the Old Hall by Friday 29 March.
The Sustainability Committee will hold a working bee to remove the eyelets and send the metal and the sign
off for recycling. If you wish to remove the eyelets (and recycle those yourself) before dropping the sign off,
that would be appreciated.
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A Spotlight on Year 3
Busy Start to the Year
Students have had a very busy start to the year in Grade 3. Moving from the lower school into the upper
school is quite a transition and all students have handled their new challenges with growing maturity.
Our first excursion to the year was to Taskworks where the students engaged in creative team building
exercises. Feedback from the students was excellent.


Wow! I didn’t know I could do the cable maze in 17sec and 31 milliseconds. I’m absolutely
stunned. It was so fun! The cable maze is made out of 1000 cables. That’s amazing! ~ Archie B, 3C



Awesome! I was so, so glad I could go into Taskworks. It looked incredible. It was so cool. My
favourite game was Stomp-a-Stump. It was so awesome. ~ Mitchell W, 3C



Cool! I want to go every day. It’s really exciting. I’m about to enter. What will it look like? It’s so
big. I love it. ~ Leo J, 3C

The next week it was on to Hiede Museum of Modern Art with Marjie for a Mirka Mora excursion. The high
level of engagement and enthusiasm continued back at school with many students choosing to write a
recount about their experience.
Our inquiry focus on Health and Wellbeing has been well served by both excursions – the promotion of
active engagement and teamwork on one hand, and the mindfulness of artwork and the environment on the
other.

~ Year 3 Teachers and Students
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A Spotlight on Year 6
Writing
This term in Year 6, we have been learning about debating. At the start of the term, we participated in verbal
and silent debates – we were given a short amount of time to come up with arguments to support our
opinions. We learnt how to structure the debate for both the affirmative and negative speakers, ensuring we
included persuasive devices. To celebrate our learning we are holding a debate night for our parents to come
and watch. ~ Tom T & George F, 6A

Maths
This term in Year 6, we have been learning about renaming whole numbers and decimals. We have been
playing some fun renaming games and finding the area and perimeter of various objects. We used Google
Maps to find out how many kilometres we travelled on our camp in Canberra. We have also been
discovering new and different strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems. ~ Amelie R & Ella T, 6A

Leadership Conference
On 13 March, the Community and Specialist Leaders went
with Ginger and one parent helper on the train to the GRIP
Leadership conference at the Melbourne Convention Centre
in the city. Many other schools were there and together we
filled up a two-storey theatre, we filled out booklets with
things like core leadership qualities and how to develop a
team. We went there to learn more about how to be a leader
and a good one at that. We learned a lot. One of the best
parts was the Loud Noise Boys, in between sessions they
would come out and do interactive games with us. We all had
a great time. Keep your ears and eyes open for our next
announcement or fundraiser.

Canberra Camp
Some of my favourite things at camp were the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS), the mint, Old
Parliament House and the current Parliament House. ~ Zach F, 6C
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On camp, I enjoyed going to the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) and the war memorial. I also loved
the electoral voting system. I had a lot of fun on camp and give my thanks to all the adults who gave
up their time to help. ~ Annabelle GP, 6C



I enjoyed camp at Canberra because we went to the Deep Space Communication complex and we
learnt what space people eat in space. Also, we learnt about the first women to go to space.
~ Christopher S, 6C



On camp, some of my favourite things were learning about the different sports and all the work they
had to put in. I also enjoyed learning about the parliament and all the rules of the Senate and House
of Representatives. I also felt remorse for all the innocent Aboriginals and Torres-Strait Islanders that
we learnt about who were mistreated. ~ Raajni N, 6C

~ Year 6 Students

A Focus on Performing Arts
Fair Performance
The Performing Arts programme had an eventful weekend at La Fête Du Village. Our choir and orchestra
performed for the first time in 2019 to a wonderful audience. The weather was amazing and we had the
honour of opening up the Fair together with Thornbury High’s Concert band. Kicking off with The French
National Anthem, we followed with the orchestra playing Edith Piaf’s quintessential French ballad, La Vie En
Rose. The choir then took over the stage with the catchy and quirky Jean Petit Qui Danse and brought some
Parisian chic with their rendition of Champs Elysees, which featured our very talented soloists. We are so
proud of our new members – who performed with us for the first time – and also of our seasoned members
who have been nurturing and inclusive in welcoming them into our beautiful music community.
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Foundation
Foundation have started their year off with a focus on using their singing voice. We have learnt to identify
the difference between our speaking and singing voices, and used this understanding to play musical games.
Students have been learning songs and movement sequences to emphasise rhythm. We would like all
students who pass through FPS to be lifelong singers. One way to support this is by making sure singing is a
common, relaxed everyday occurrence in your home. See below for a simple game to bring more singing into
your day.
Hide and Seek Singing
This game works in the same way as hiding an object and using warmer/colder to help a partner find it,
however instead of warmer we sing louder (forte) and instead of colder we sing more quietly (piano). In
class, we have used Twinkle Twinkle, but any song will do. It is beneficial to define the difference between
singing loudly and yelling at the beginning of the game!

Year 1/2
It has been a delight to incorporate French into our drama lessons this term, to explore the book A Lion in
Paris (Beatrice Alemagna) and capitalise on our French fair. Students have used process drama to explore
and extend on the scenes in the book, creating train station soundscapes, busy cafés, the Louvre and a
thriving baguette industry. Through this, we focussed on characterisation and focus, where we aim to
contribute to one concept or idea in the scene in our own individual ways. I am keen to find out who
managed to spot the Lions hidden around the school (Paris) during the fair. Merci to Kelly Chislett for
organising this treasure hunt.

Year 3/4
This term we have delved into the world of composition to create a soundtrack for an animated short Mickey
Mouse film. Students began by interrogating a composer’s intentions – why did they choose to lower the
pitch of the music here? What does this build-up of tension tell us? Students then practised timing music to
movement in some improvised drama scenes. We have learned what timbre means, and how to use it to
describe the different textures of instruments, including becoming familiar with some of our more obscure
percussion instruments. Students have shown excellent cooperation, patience and teamwork skills when it
came to composing a piece as a whole class.

Year 5/6
Students have been learning all about comedy and satire as preparation for their concert next term. We
explored the purpose of comedy and how it functions as social commentary in our world today. Students
have collaborated well with each other to create skits which showcased their comedic skills and familiarised
themselves with theatre glossary through their performance. We have also been working with dancing in
synch as a group. Through this, students learnt the importance of hearing the beat of the music and listening
for the ‘dancers eight’. We cannot wait to share our talents with our school community soon.
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones & Olivia Li, Performing Arts Teachers
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