Newsletter 13
Friday 7 September 2018
Principal’s Report
Principal Appointment
I was delighted to be informed of my appointment as Principal of Fairfield Primary School in an ongoing
capacity this week. I have greatly appreciated the support that I have received during my time as Acting
Principal and I look forward to working alongside this wonderful community in the future.
Next term I will share my vision for the school via the newsletter and through a parent information session.
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend and a successful Art4All.

Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast
Our school value of Community has been evident in a number of ways recently. The time, energy and
commitment that families show in supporting the school never ceases to amaze me. Last Friday we had
parents running our Father’s/Special Person’s Day breakfast, serving over 320 meals. A big thank you to the
volunteers who purchased, prepared and served the food as well as clearing up. The food got the big thumbs
up from visitors and students, as well as staff who were able to enjoy the leftovers!
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School Review
On Wednesday, the school held its Validation
Day as part of our School Review. The purpose
of the day was to validate the school’s selfevaluation against the Framework for Student
Outcomes (FISO) dimensions (see image).
During the day, our area leaders (Cathy,
Jourdan, Elise, Aaron and Geoff) discussed
their thoughts about the school’s
performance. Our Year 6 School Community
Leaders were praised by the panel for how
articulately they described their experiences
at FPS. Our Senior Education Improvement
Leader, Graham Stevenson, provided
feedback from the parent forum that he
conducted last term. Panel members also
visited classrooms and talked with the
students about their learning.
We will welcome back our panel for two days
next week as we work towards developing the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO) Model
next four-year School Strategic Plan.
* Click on the image to enlarge it

Working Bee
Last Saturday we had a healthy turnout of parents at our working bee. Thank you to those that helped with
the spreading of the mulch, tidying of the grounds and preparation of Art4All.

Art4All
Finishing touches are in place for this weekend’s Art4All event. It has been exciting seeing the gym,
performing arts room and the current staffroom transformed into a gallery and shop for this three-day
event. The Art4All newsletters have kept you informed with what is happening around this weekend – there
truly is something for everybody.
I thank the parents for their tireless work and I look forward to seeing you over the course of the weekend.

Netball Court Opening
Last Friday we had the official opening of our
netball court, performed by Minister Mikakos. We
also welcomed Melbourne Vixens and Australia
Diamonds netball superstar Jo Weston (pictured
with Parkside Netball Club players).
The new court is a great addition to the school
with the students enjoying this first class space
during the school day. It is also great to see the
community use of the court after 3.30pm, in
particular on Friday afternoons when
approximately 60 – 70 girls and boys take part in
Net Set Go.
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Y1/2Concert
Last Thursday Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre was fortunate to host our Year 1/2 concert ‘Peter and
the Wolf’. What an amazing performance the students gave! The combination of vibrant costumes, energetic
performances, the involvement of older students (including ex-students), the catchy soundtrack, the endless
smiles on stage. It all came together perfectly.
I have spoken with parents who had high praise for the performance. Many explained how their children
were nervous before they got on stage, but loved it when once they were performing.
Congratulations to all of our students for such a wonderful day and evening. An acknowledgement to
parents who helped create the costumes, led by Amber Loxton, and to our Performing Arts teacher Rosie for
her brilliant coordination.

Hat Required
A reminder that we are in ‘hat season’. As of next week. Any students without a hat will be asked to go to
the shelter shed during recess and lunchtime.
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Building Update
Next week sees the second phase of relocation – following on from the staff room – as we prepare for the
installation of our new building next term.
5B and 5C will relocate to the French room and adjoining classroom from next Tuesday; French will take
place in classrooms for the remainder of the year.
The art room will be closed after Art4All with furniture moved into the new art studio (the old staff room)
next week. Art will take place in classrooms until the new art studio is ready – hopefully before the end of
term.

Welcome to Olivia Li
We recently welcomed Olivia Li to our staff. Olivia is
replacing Keri Spence as a Performing Arts teacher on a
Monday and Tuesday, teaching Year 5/6 students and
supporting the choir and orchestra with Rosie.
We look forward to Olivia sharing her musical expertise
throughout the rest of the year.
~ Paul Wallace, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Book Week Celebrations
Each year Fairfield Primary School supports the
Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) book
week celebrations. To celebrate books, authors,
and illustrators we had a book themed dress up
day, followed by cross-aged activities where
students read some of the shortlisted books and
completed creative activities, reflecting on their
interpretation of the texts.
The dress up day, as always, was a huge success
with students and staff demonstrating extreme
creativity to spend the day dressed as one of
their favourite characters. A wide range of books
were represented during our annual parade. The
pride of the students as they processed was evident and it was great to see the enormous support by
families who also attended the event. A special thank you to the Year 6 students who – with the support of
their teachers, Robyn Walker and Brendan Nick – co-ordinated events on the day.
The school purchased shortlisted books, which will be catalogued and added to our school library, ready for
students to borrow. I am also keen to hear from families regarding the books your children are really
engaging with or excited about reading at home. Better yet, there may be a text that the whole family has
read together. As a teacher I know that there are few things more rewarding than seeing a young person
completely lost in a text.
If you have ideas or suggestions of great texts your children and family are enjoying at home let us know. I
would be keen to see if these titles are available in our school library.
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Tournament of Minds
Tournament of Minds (TOM) offers primary and secondary students a chance to engage in open-ended
challenges aimed at fostering creative thinking. On Saturday 25 August, two teams of students from Years 5
and 6 represented Fairfield Primary School during the competition held at La Trobe University. Students
presented a problem that they had worked on over a number of weeks as well as completing a spontaneous
challenge on the day.
While observing the students present their long-term challenge, I was incredibly impressed by their ability to
think creatively and work collaboratively and as a team to solve problems. Both Fairfield teams completed
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) challenges and each team took different
approaches to present their solution. It was great to see the teams make use of the technologies available at
school to assist them with their presentations. It was also wonderful to see students developing new
friendships, supporting each other and working together.
Well done to our TOM representatives: Raya Barrington, Alexander Crawford, Scarlett Kinder, Ollie Lee, Will
Mooney, Alice Tothill, Anabelle Crisp, Amy Curtis, Aoife Maloney, Annabelle Grage-Perry, Oliver Phan and
Terence Wang. This opportunity would not have been possible for these students without the support of
their families, who hosted the teams while they worked through their long-term challenge. Thank you to the
families of all of the students involved. I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of Jenny Guilford, Alison
Knox and Michele Fraser, who supported the students with rehearsals and practice questions at school. Well
done to all involved, as a community we should be very proud of the efforts of these students and of the
way in which they represented our school.

Our TOM representatives with their teams.

~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Community News
Bendigo Bank at Art4All
Students who are keen to sign up for the Bendigo Banking Program can do so this Sunday at Art4All. Bendigo
Bank will have staff available from 12 –2pm on a stand adjacent to the Bendigo Bank photo booth. Parents
need to provide ID to open an account. School bank accounts are fee-free and encourage good saving habits
from an early age. Bank books are collected and returned from school each week.
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Vale Mirka Mora 1928-2018
Last week, we lost an extraordinary artist and iconic
Melbourne personality with the death of Mirka Mora.
We at Fairfield Primary School had the honour in 2005
of having Mirka open our Art4All show. She
responded to a beautifully hand-written invitation
from our then parent Julia Ciccarone. Although she did
not venture out very much at that time, she was
curious about this primary school that had a
community art show and still knew how to
communicate properly!
She opened the show by simply lying down on the
stage and telling the Year 6 hosts, in her delightful
French accent, that to be an individual was
paramount, to let your passions take you, so to lie on
a stage if you want, is okay!
She then sat, stayed for two hours and signed
everyone’s catalogues.
Thank you for the inspirational memory, Mirka. Tu
resterus toujours dans nos coeurs.
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher
Mirka is pictured with Susan Plank, original instigator and
convenor of Art4All. Susan is the artist responsible for all
the mosaic work that adorns our school and amphitheatre!

'Tuning into Kids' Parenting Program
Families at FPS are invited to join a free parenting program called ‘Tuning in to Kids’. This program aims to
teach parents about children’s emotional development and is being run as part of a research study.
Participation in the study is for any parent or carer who has one or more children, between 4 and 10 years of
age, who is exhibiting behaviours that are challenging or of concern.
To find out more about the program and to register your interest, see the Letter of Invitation and the Poster.

Alphington Football Club – End of Season Fireworks Celebration
On Friday 14 September, Alphington Football Club would like to invite the
local community to help celebrate the end of the soccer season. This is a
great family night with food and drinks available and spectacular fireworks.
The fun starts at 5:30pm with fun soccer activities, food and drinks for sale
and a silent auction. The main event, the fireworks display, is scheduled for
8pm. All welcome!

OSHClub Holiday Brochure
Click here to see the OSHClub holiday program, which will be held at Alphington Primary School.
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A Spotlight on Year 3
What have Year 3 Been Up To?
Term three has been very busy with work being showcased to parents, new skills learned and investigations
undertaken.
Our Term two Claymation work was completed and shared this term. Why so long you ask? It was a massive
undertaking which our students completed to a very high standard. This is a sentiment shared by all the
parents and family members who attended the showcase. Work consisted of an information report, a
storyboard, play and a Claymation presentation. This turned out to be bigger than ‘Ben Hur’.

Inquiry and Writing
Our new inquiry focus is ‘Place and Country’ looking at aboriginal traditions and culture. The students are
very engaged and respectful when discussing, reading and viewing information. We are linking this to
explanation texts. This is a very challenging genre but students are responding creatively to the challenge.
Using how/why things occur, we are writing our own explanations of natural flora and fauna in Australia.

Mathematics
We have investigated fractions and have moved
onto money matters. Money knowledge incudes
calculating spending and change. Pictured here
are students carefully budgeting for a party!
Mapping is another area of focus with students
drawing, reading and interpreting directions.
Students are being challenged to guide each
other around the school using positional
language – including the cardinal points.
~ Year 3 Teachers
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A Spotlight on Year 6
Upcoming Fundraiser for Youth Homelessness
On Tuesday the 18th of September, we will be hosting a fundraiser to raise awareness for youth
homelessness. It would be much appreciated if every child could bring in a gold coin donation, as we are
holding a fundraiser called ‘A Helping Hand.’ The money we raise will go towards Frontyard Youth Services
– a youth homelessness charity that provides integrated services to address the physical, social and
emotional needs of young people aged between 12 and 25 years across Melbourne and Victoria.
6,117 young Victorians aged 12-24 are homeless on any given night, a further 7,976 young people are
living with a friend or at caravan parks. Over 40% of homeless people are aged from 12-24. Later this
term, classes will receive a video that will educate students about what it means to be homeless and how
they can help.
Thank you for your support.
~ Violet B, Sophie C & Inez N (Year 6 Community Leaders)

Basketball Tournament
It was the week of the basketball tournament and at approximately 8:45am the students in Year 6 arrived
at Coburg Stadium, ready to rumble.
Students started to get in their teams to get ready for their first game. The girl’s team were one of the first
teams to compete; they had a great game and got their first win.
The boys Fairfield 1 team had a great game too and took a win. Fairfield boy’s team 2 had a nail bitting
win as well. Great start all around!
In the second round, the girls played a nail bitting game and won. Than it was Fairfield boy’s 1 team and
we had another great game and took another win. Then it was Fairfield boy’s 2 turn. They had a nail
bitting game and just lost by a few points.
It was the last game until finals and the girls went first again, they had a tough start but fought back to win
by 18 points, but they had to win by 30 to make the finals. They played really well though anyway. Then it
was the Fairfield boy’s 2 team, they had a tough game and lost. Fairfield boy’s 1 team had to win by 42 to
make the finals. They had a cracking game and pulled it off.
It was the semi-finals and the Fairfield boy’s 1 team played off against Holy Spirit. It was a nail bitting
game and at the end, the scores were 16 to 17… we were down with 5.1 seconds left with the ball. Angus
W was passing the ball in, he couldn’t see anything because Holy Spirit were playing really well
defensively. Angus passed the ball to Harrison B and he drove and got fouled with 3 seconds left. With
two free throw shots, Harrison hit one and the crowd went wild. Then he hit the other shot and the siren.
Fairfield boy’s 1 were in the grand final.
It was a tough game against Bell Primary; they were a really well trained side. We tried hard but could not
catch up and lost by ten points.
Fairfield had a great day and each team were happy with how they had played.
~ Harrison B, Uche O
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TOM Newsletter
Tournament of the minds (TOMs) is a challenge in which you compete in a team of 5 to 7 people. At the
start, we were given four topics to choose from; STEM, The Arts, Social Science, Language and Literature.
Both teams chose the STEM challenge where we were given a problem to solve. The problem was that we
had discovered a new species of animal and the world was anxious to find out more about our find. It had
to be made out of three different Animalia phyla.
Unfortunately during the experience in which visited each other’s houses, certain people could get mildly
distracted but this didn’t stop us from having fun and greatly enjoying the experience.
Terry W from team A said, “Although we had a few bumpy mishaps along the way, we still loved having to
work as a team and not get any help from the teachers and our parents. We feel it was a great way to
work together and we would love to do it again if we had the chance.”
~ Scarlett K and Terry W

Year 6 Melbourne Aquarium Excursion
In week five, the Year 6 students went to the Melbourne Aquarium. We saw different types of sea life such
as sharks, eels, manta rays, stingrays, many fish, turtles and a giant 6-metre crocodile. We learnt about the
different adaptations sea creatures have depending on their environment.
Did you know sea stars regurgitate their stomachs, using the acid in their stomach to break down their food,
before slurping it back up through their 1mm sized mouth? They also eat their own arms if there is no
available food!
We went to the Aquarium because we were learning about adaptations in inquiry and there are lots of
different species in the sea and they all have different adaptations and interesting features. When we were
there, we toured around the aquarium and took turns looking at different exhibits and different
environments. At the end, we got to experience a 4D movie based on Ice Age and watched the penguins at
feeding time.
The highlight of the day was being able to go to the excursion on the train and walk along the Yarra River to
the venue. We also really enjoyed being able to touch the shark eggs, sea stars and shells in the rock pools.
At the end of the day, we went outside and had our lunch by the river, watching helicopters land on the
helipads nearby, before hopping back on the train and making our way back to school.
~ Ivy RW
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A Focus on Physical Education
Foundation 1/2
The focus in PE for term three is once again to improve fundamental movement skills (FMS) – these skills are
the base for the sports and games we all love to play. Students have worked in groups at a variety of
different activities that help them with catching, kicking and striking. While practising these skills, students
are challenged to be thinkers and look at the important parts of the skill and make connections between
skills. An example of a skill connection is to step forward with the opposite foot; this can be helpful for
throwing, kicking and striking.

Year 3/4
Year 3/4 students have been playing minor games with the focus on why people need to play games fairly
and honestly. Students developed a list of reasons why – when we play games – we need to be fair and
honest. Students came up with reasons such as; games have a purpose if people play fairly, if people are
honest they can help others when they are unsure, there are less arguments. Students have discussed a
number of strategies they can use if a person is not playing fairly and honestly. These strategies include,
ignore and keep playing, remind people of why it is important to be honest, people on the same team
reminding each other of the rules.

Year 5
In alternative sports, the Year 5 students have had four weeks of expert instruction in table tennis. During PE
students have continued to play table tennis with the focus on improving the accuracy of their strikes.
Students are using their understanding that to aim strikes you need to swing at your target. When practising
the skill, students would attempt to see how many times they could rally the ball, so our target was our
partner. As an extension, we played minor games where the target became the open space on the court. In
the future students will make connections with other sports such as badminton and bat tennis.

Year 6
During term four, the year 6 students will be asked to run activities for the Foundation – Year 2 Sports
Day. In preparation for this outstanding day the Year 6 students are exploring the importance of rules and
why rules for games are modified. Students have discussed that rules are modified for a number of
reasons such as safety, the skill level of people involved, and to ensure inclusion for everyone.
In small groups, students are also being challenged to write down the main rules for a simple tag games,
then take charge and teach the class their game. The class will then discuss the reasons for their rules and
whether there are modifications that can make the game easier or harder.

~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher
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