Newsletter 10
Friday 27 July 2018
Principal’s Report
Sports Court
What a great way for the students to return to school last Tuesday. Our new sports court was given a good
workout before the 9am bell had even sounded! Students, staff and parents have all remarked upon what a
wonderful facility it is. We were planning on a teachers v. students game last Friday, but unfortunately the
rain prevailed.
I would once again like to thank the school community for their patience and understanding during the first
half of the year. There were unforeseen delays, which extended the project, however all of the
conversations I had with families was that it would be worth the wait – I certainly think that it has been.
Keep an eye out in your Compass feed and calendar for details of the court’s official opening.
Now that we have all of our playground space restored, we are able to once again appreciate the school
grounds. There was lots of work done on Kaan’s Winya during the holidays, and our groundskeeper Graham
spent plenty of time at the school making it ready for the start of term.

Staffing Update
Congratulations to staff and students for another great start to the term. Everyone appears refreshed after
the holidays, switched on and ready to learn.
The school has made some staffing changes to provide leadership support to Katrina and me. This will
involve Cathy Turner and Nicole Rettke each being out of the classroom for 1½ days per week this term, as
they perform the role of Acting Leading Teacher. Rebecca Creswick will teach Foundation C and 6A on these
days.
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Athletics Carnival
On Thursday morning, the school was awash with colour as Year 3 – 6 students represented their houses,
Diamond, Darebin, Meri and Yarra, at the school’s District Athletics Carnival. As always, the emphasis of the
day was on enjoyment and participation, of which there was plenty.
Congratulations to the students on their positive attitude throughout the day. Thank you to the many, many
parents who supported the event and to staff – especially Geoff for his coordination.
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Seussical the Musical
On Wednesday evening, 49 members of the FPS choir took part in Thornbury High School’s concert,
‘Seussical the Musical’. What a fantastic evening it was! It was a night to remember, with wonderful acting,
singing, music and costumes – and it was made all the better, thanks to our students’ performances.
FPS has a unique relationship with Thornbury High School and we appreciate having the opportunity to be
involved in a large-scale performance. Many of the students will be backing up Wednesday by performing
tonight in the closing night. A special word of thanks to Rosie and Keri for supporting the students with these
concerts.

Chess
We have had our first two chess sessions for
those students who signed up for the lunchtime
program. Our coaches, Joel and James, talked
the students through some of the main features
of the game, and discussed a famous chess
game from the Chess Olympics in 1924.
The students greatly enjoyed these sessions,
and it was great to see some of last year’s
students returning to chess club and developing
their skills further.
In September this year, the 2018 Chess
Olympiad takes place in Georgia. Who knows,
we might see people from FPS participating in future years.

Parent Opinion Survey
An online survey is being conducted to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey
is an annual survey issued by the Department of Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample
of randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey
results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the
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survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 30 July. Parents
selected to participate will receive an email on this date.
The online survey only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed on desktop computers,
laptops, tablets or smartphones.

Parent Teacher Interviews – 1pm Dismissal
A reminder that students will be dismissed at 1pm on Wednesday 1 August to accommodate Parent Teacher
Interviews. If you are yet to do so, please book an interview time via Compass.
OSHClub will be open from 1pm onwards and you can reserve your space online. If your child is to walk
home unaccompanied, please provide your consent via the Compass event ‘Permission to Walk Home – 1
August’. Students will not be allowed to leave the school grounds without a parent or guardian unless the
consent is provided. If your child is walking home with another parent, please put this in writing and give it
to your class teacher.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Seussical the Musical
I was lucky enough to attend the Seussical the Musical production on Wednesday night. The opportunity for
our choir students to perform in this wonderful production was amazing. Each of our choir members clearly
has a passion for performance and this was evident in their contributions to the show. The behaviour of our
students, while nervously waiting to perform, was excellent and we were very proud to see them represent
the school in this manner. It was great to see the turnout of support from FPS families, there to cheer on
their students and show their interest in performing arts. Well done to Keri and Rosie who have worked
tirelessly to support these students to access this amazing opportunity.
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Staff Professional Learning
Term three started with a bang for our teaching staff with a curriculum day on the first day of school. Staff
participated in professional learning and contributed to our whole school self-evaluation for our upcoming
school review.
We began the day working with Susan Gilheany (former Regional Network Leader and Principal). Staff
revisited the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes. They examined a continua and rated the school’s
achievement against the four areas of: Excellence in Teaching and Learning; Professional Leadership; Positive
Climate for Learning and Community Engagement.
Staff then examined our goals and targets that were set in our School Strategic Plan in 2015. The discussion
was robust and provided the opportunity for staff to give feedback of the school’s direction as we look
forward to our school review. Parent input into this process was provided at yesterday’s Parent Forum.
There will be discussions with students later in the term – they too will have a voice in the review process.
During the afternoon, Rosemary Roberts and Kaylene Kubeil – Education Improvement Leaders for NorthWestern Victoria Region – provided staff with professional learning around the Literacy Strategy for all
Victorian Government Schools. Staff were introduced to the strategy and its relationship to statewide
educational goals and targets, and explored a number of resources linked to the strategy including the
Literacy Toolkit.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Community News
Save the Date: Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast—Friday 31 August, 8 – 9am
The FPS Community Committee will once again host a Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast. We invite
Fathers and Special People to join us at school – with your children – and enjoy breakfast together. The
breakfast runs from 8 – 9am.
Food and Coffee
It is important that you place a food order and make payment prior to the breakfast. We need to ensure we
have enough food for our hungry hordes! On the day, a coffee cart will be on the playground – bring some
cash if you wish to have a hot beverage.
Volunteers
To support this event, we would greatly appreciate volunteers help. Tasks may include purchasing food,
setting up, cooking and clearing away.
More details coming soon!
A Compass communication will be distributed shortly with a volunteer sign-up link as well as the breakfast
food options and how you can order and make payment. Stay tuned!
~ FPS Community Committee

All Invited: Film Screening and Panel Discussion – Thursday 16 August
The FPS Environmental Sustainability working group is hosting a community screening of the G-rated
documentary film ‘A Plastic Ocean’. We invite community members (adults and children) to watch the film
and be involved in a panel discussion. The aim of this event is to raise awareness around plastic pollution
and solutions.
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The details:
 When: Thursday 16 August
o 5 – 5:45pm. Information stall and raffle.
o 5:45 – 7pm. Film (20 minute condensed
version) and panel discussion.
 Where: Classroom 3AB
 Please register to attend this event (so we have an
idea of numbers). One ticket per person.
Our guest speakers:
 Kim Le Cerf (Mayor of City of Darebin)
 Kirsty Costa (Learning Programs Coordinator at Zoos Victoria)
 Dr Anthony Boxshall (Marine Biologist)
 Dr Katherine Barraclough (Doctors for the Environment)
~ FPS Environmental Sustainability Working Group

Celebrating Nude Food Day – Thursday 16 August
On Thursday 16 August, Fairfield Primary School will be
celebrating our first Nude Food Day!
With the help of some inspired Year 4 Sustainability Ambassadors;
Edie, Ginger and Freya, we are trying to reduce the amount of
waste we produce in the school.
Our biggest aim is to reduce the amount of plastic packaging like
glad wrap and chip and popcorn packets that ends up in our
landfill each day.
We are inviting you and your family to prepare a zero waste lunch like the ones below:

Remember, you do not need to buy anything fancy to take part in our Nude Food Day, just pack your lunch
without packaging.
Each little bit you can do to consciously reduce your waste counts!
~ Year 4 Sustainability Ambassadors
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Calling All Netball Players
Parkside Netball Club are eager to commence the NetSetGo Program for 2018! We are very excited about
welcoming new and returning players to the club and anticipate the season running from Term 3
(September) into Term 4 (until November). We will be training Friday afternoons from 3.45 – 4.30pm at FPS.
Interested in joining NetSetGo? Register your expression of interest by emailing
Info@parksidenetballclub.org.au with the following details:





Child’s Name (first and last)
Child’s Age
School/Year level
Previous NetSetGo Participant?





Full name of parent
Email address
Mobile/contact number

Parkside Netball Committee will consolidate the expressions of interest and be in touch in early term three.
They are also very keen to get extra parents and helpers involved with NetSetGo – contact them directly if
you are interested.
~ Parkside Netball Committee

School Council Update
School Council held its fourth meeting for 2018 on Monday 25 June.

Art4All Weekend – 7 – 9 September 2018
Julie Calvert provided an update to the council on the Art4All events scheduled for 7 – 9 September 2018.
Preparations are well underway with an exciting combination of familiar favourites and new events and
activities. I encourage all families to visit the dedicated Art4All website (http://www.artforall.com.au) to
view all events, purchase wristbands, volunteer and much more!

Process for Principal Selection
Much of meeting was devoted to the selection process for our new Principal. As reported to the school
community on 25 May 2018, Allana Bryant has been appointed a Senior Education Improvement Leader in
the South Western Victoria Region in an ongoing capacity. The position of Principal at FPS is now officially
vacant and the selection process for a new Principal will occur in term three. Paul Wallace will remain as
Acting Principal until the appointment is made. The process will be managed by the Department of
Education and Training (DET) with support from School Council. Graham Stevenson (School Education and
Improvement Leader, DET) stepped through the process with School Council in great detail. School Council
will have two representatives on the selection committee.

Reports and Budget
In addition to the Principal’s report and respective reporting from each sub-committee, specific updates
were provided in respect to the:
 Installation schedule of the netball court, and
 Music Trivia Night (27 October 2018).
Regarding the budget, it is pleasing to see parent contribution rates for Essential Education payments are
ahead of prior years. Essential Education payments cover all the critical learning materials for each child.
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One area of the budget that continues to be under-funded is the School Nurse. This service is only available
if parents choose to fund the service. We believe it is critical to provide this medical sanctuary to our children
when feeling unwell or injured. I encourage all parents that are yet to contribute to please do so over the
remainder of the year. Contribution can be made via Compass or at the School Office.
Financially, contributions to the School’s Building and Library funds are well ahead of last year, enabling
plans to be made for productive use over the remainder of the school year.
My sincere thanks on behalf of School Council for the generous contributions from the school community.
~ Nick Schijf, Treasurer, FPS School Council

A Spotlight on Foundation
Everyone has returned refreshed and relaxed after the two week break, with tales to tell of their holiday
adventures and eager to immerse themselves in new learning experiences.

Fairies, Fire Education, Worms and More!
There is so much happening this term in Foundation – fairies, fire education, worms and experiments to
name a few. In maths, we are learning about teen numbers and exploring place value – a big concept for
small people! Children are working on various aspects of reading – automatically recognising commonly used
words, developing fluency and searching for meaning as they read. This week students will begin writing
narratives, building on the work we started with Beth Cregan late last term.
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Over the holidays, teachers created a large
fairy garden space, responding to interests
that surfaced just before the break. At the
end of term two children were making fairy
houses, asking questions about fairies and
creating fairy gardens.
Since the creation of the fairy garden, the
Fairfield Fairies have been leaving notes for
the children, creating a flurry of interest in
writing letters in return.
Children are keen to know where the fairies
live, what their names are and how they
make their way into our classrooms.

As a part of the Fire Safety Education program, we had a visit from the Northcote Fire Brigade. Firefighters
Gavin, John and Adam talked to the Foundation students about the importance of smoke detectors, what to
do in the event of a fire at home, and how to be safe around fires. They encouraged children to talk to their
families about how to exit their home and go to a safe meeting place if there was a fire. Today the
firefighters returned and children had the opportunity to look inside the fire truck and examine some of the
fire-fighting equipment, including the hose!
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Have a chat with your child about what makes this a
‘good’ fire.
We have started looking at how we can be responsible
citizens of the world; we make sure we use both sides
of a piece of paper, will plant some vegies soon, and
have created a worm farm to help to recycle our food
scraps.


We did layers of soil, sand, soil, sand then put
mouldy food on top. The worms are going to
chew up the food and make it into lovely
compost. Then we can plant our plants in it. ~
Sadie C, Foundation A

Foundation students have also become scientists, experimenting with
how different household products can react when mixed together. This
has resulted in some astonished faces and some messy concoctions.
 It looks runny, but when you feel it, it really isn’t runny! ~ Libby
S, Foundation C
 It’s really cold. I think it’s because I mixed the bi carb soda and
vinegar together. ~ Margot D, Foundation C
As well as all of this, children have been introduced to the ‘Garage
Band’ app on the iPads, and have enjoyed creating music digitally. Our
explorations of the café, Lego, mazes and Magnatiles continue. In
addition, of course swimming started today!
~ Foundation Teachers
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A Focus on Visual Arts
Artist in Residence Program
In the Art Room this term we are inspired by the presence of
our Artist in Residence, Nikki Fletcher.
Nikki is a fibre artist and craft teacher based in Melbourne.
Her practice is inspired by nature and natural sustainable
materials are at its core. She specialises in designing felting
projects for businesses, communities, teachers, parents and
children. Through her studio workshop and business, she
makes felting accessible to all ages and abilities. Creating
beauty and a feeling of awe and wonder and connection to
the environment is central to her aims.
Nikki is currently a craft teacher at Sophia Mundi Steiner School and a sessional lecturer at the Victoria
College of the Arts.

Inspired by Miro
Nikki will excite us with her fibre art practice and share with us her felting
journey. She will introduce all grades to the art of felting and sculpting
with wool fleece.
We will explore wet and dry felting techniques to create a felted piece in
response to our understandings of Joan Miro’s work. She will support
and enthuse us to create our own felted creations inspired by the
whimsical art of Joan Miro.
Our finished work will be exhibited as a mass of hanging constellations at
Art4All, 7, 8, 9 September.

Year 6 Special Project
Nikki will also work with our Year 6 Students who will
collaborate to create an intriguing and beautiful modern
Calderesque mobile, supporting constellations of their own
felted creations.
These felted pieces will be hung on a system of orbiting wire
arms, allowing them to seemingly float in a constantly changing
relationship. This will be their parting gift of appreciation to
FPS.
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher
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