Newsletter 6
Friday 11 May 2018
Principal’s Report
School Review
2018 marks the final year of our four year School Strategic Plan, and is our School Review year. The school has
commenced the self-review process where we analyse data and gather feedback from students, staff and
parents to assess the school’s performance during this period.
In term three, our School Reviewer, Senior Educational Improvement Leader, and challenge partners will work
alongside the school in helping identify strengths and areas for improvement, and give direction for our next
Strategic Plan. We will use the newsletter to keep the school community informed of this process.

NAPLAN
During the next two weeks, our Year 3 and 5 students will take part in NAPLAN online. NAPLAN measures a
school’s performance and forms an important part of the School Review process. NAPLAN data includes
student outcomes, student growth from Year3 – 5 and trends over time. There is also comparison data
between NAPLAN scores and teacher judgements (as given in school reports).
At FPS, we aim to ensure that NAPLAN does not dominate the curriculum. Whilst recognising that students
need to be prepared for these national tests and have opportunities to practise, the learning in class remains
personalised and purposeful.

Lunchtime Clubs
At FPS we have a number of staff who volunteer their time to provide lunchtime activities.

Stick Club in action—every Thursday
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Below is a timetable of the current clubs – all are welcome.
Monday
Fun Club

Art Zone

Tuesday
Catch Up Art

Wednesday
Board Games

Thursday
Catch Up Art

Friday
Sports Skills

for students who have
missed their last Art
lesson

including magic cards
run by Y6 students

for students who have
missed their last Art
lesson

Art Zone

Art Zone

Art Zone

Art Zone

Stick Club

Library

Fun Club

Stick Club construction

Year 6 students leading the learning of magic cards

Annual General Meeting
All community members are invited to attend our Annual General
Meeting, on Monday 14 February, 6-6.30pm in 3AB. At this
meeting, Katrina and I will present 2017 student outcomes and
wellbeing data.
At the AGM, Jemena Power Changes will also make a short
presentation and hand over a cheque for funds that the school
has raised through their sustainability initiative.

Community Committee
FPS is truly fortunate to have such high levels of community involvement. This week we had our first
Community Committee meeting of the term and it was great to see so many people attend. Quimby Mills
was recently co-opted onto School Council and is convening these committee meetings with Anita Galli.
The first task of our newly formed Community Committee was the coordination of the Mother’s Day/Special
Person Stall – thank you to everyone involved. I hope that all of you wonderful mums have a lovely treat to
look forward to this Mother’s Day.
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Building Masterplan
Last year the school informed the community (in November 2017) of the $2.5m that we received from the
state government for building works. We are currently working alongside the Victorian School Building
Authority to plan how those funds will be used. We want to ensure that we create the best learning spaces
possible, within the budget, for our students. Once decisions have been made and plans approved, this
information will be conveyed via the school newsletter.

Netball Court
Below is an update from the Victorian School Building Authority regarding the sports court development. I
would like to congratulate the students for how they have used the limited playground space during recess
and lunchtime this year. There has been no need for a split lunchtime and recess, with students making
great use of the space available.
The delays to the project have been a cause of frustration to everyone involved. At this stage, we are aiming
for completion in early June (without the coloured acrylic surface). We will continue to keep the school
community informed via the newsletter.
Victorian School Building Authority Update:
The Netball Court is now well underway. Within the next couple of weeks, the completion of retaining walls
and the installation of concrete footings for the light posts will be finalised. The fencing to the school
boundary will be complete by end of next week.
If the rain is not too detrimental to the ground, asphalt will commence Saturday 19 May; this process will
take one day.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
There is a real buzz of learning in our school this term with students actively involved in their inquiry studies.


Year 6 students have been actively engaged by their science unit, conducting hands-on experiments
to test their hypotheses.



Year 5 students are examining an extremely interesting part of our country’s history, learning about
the Gold Rush era, with an excursion to Sovereign Hill only a few weeks away.



Year 4 students are learning about Earth and Space in their Science inquiry.



Year 3 students have been making careful observations as they learn about life cycles.



Year 1/2 students have looked in detail at our environment as they learn about what impacts
changes in natural resources that affect our daily lives.



Foundation students are, as always, deeply engaged in their exploration, using their own interests to
support their development of essential literacy and numeracy skills.

Volunteers/Classroom Helpers
Teachers are always looking for opportunities for family members to support learning in the classroom at all
levels. Volunteering in the classroom models a value of learning and solidifies that important link between
school and home. Some of the things teachers may ask parents to support include; listening to students
read, practising spelling or counting skills, playing literacy or numeracy games with small groups of students
or simply assisting with making classroom resources (laminating and cutting).
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If you have the time and are able to volunteer to help in the classroom please see your child’s teacher to
organise a convenient time for both of you. Remember all classroom volunteers require a current Working
with Children’s Check.

Defibrillator
The school recently purchased a defibrillator, financed by voluntary
parent contribution payments to the school nurse fund. The
defibrillator has been installed in the First Aid room and staff have
been trained in its use on both adults and children. We are very
excited to have this resource and would like to thank Marta McNeill
for helping us find an appropriate unit for our school.

Library
The library is an extremely valuable resource in our school. All
classes visit our library once a week to explore texts and borrow
books they are interested in reading. This allows student exposure
to a range of books and helps to build a love of literature. When
students have overdue books, the borrowing system blocks them
from borrowing additional books. Teachers do not have system
administrator rights and are unable to override this.
While the school is very keen for all students to have the opportunity to borrow, we are also aware of the
costs associated with missing and lost books. As a result, the school requests that families replace overdue
books, either by purchasing the book and donating it to the school or by paying for the cost of the book. Last
year, a significant amount of money was spent to replace overdue and lost books. This is money the school
would prefer to use purchasing new and engaging literature to build our current library, rather than replace
books we have previously purchased.

Home Reading
While examining our resources around
the school, we recognised the need to
provide our Year 3 students with
levelled home reading texts.
We are excited to announce that we
have purchased a number of texts for
students to access as take home
reading.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal
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Community News
Mother’s Day/Special Person Stall
Our stall provided an opportunity for children to feel responsible for money and choose a gift for their mum
or special person. The stall this year had some new items such as second-hand books, and lots of amazing
homemade produce. We would like to thank Jennifer Clarke and her helpers for the jam, bath salts,
necklaces, and other fantastic items. Sue Haverson again wrapped so many items with real flair and made
everything that she brought in look absolutely lovely – the quantity and quality of gifts from both our
volunteers is so appreciated!
Thank you to the volunteers who gave up time on their weekend to prepare the stall as well as those who
ran it on the day. We certainly could not have done it without your support!

~ Quimby Mills & Anita Galli, Community Committee

Save the Date – Screening of “A Plastic Ocean” and Q&A
The FPS Environmental Sustainability working group is hosting a community screening of the G-rated
documentary film “A Plastic Ocean”. This film raises community awareness around plastic pollution and
presents some solutions/alternatives to various problems.


When: Thursday 7 June, from 6:30 – 7:30pm



Where: Classroom 3AB



What: Short screening of the film and a panel Q&A



Who: Parents and children welcome

Complete details will be available via Compass shortly.
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Level Crossing Removal Project: Sign up for a walking tour!
On Saturday 19 May, the Level Crossing Removal Project is holding walking tours for people interested in the
project and the enormous amount of work that has taken place over the past year.
 Grange Road tours will run at 11:00am and 1:00pm
 Tours take approximately one hour
 Bookings are essential

2019 Enrolment Reminder
Do you have a child ready to start school in 2019? Please submit your enrolment form to the office (with the
associated documentation) by the end of this term – Friday 29 June. Enrolment forms can be collected at the
school office or download it here.

A Spotlight on Year 4
Year 4 Mt Evelyn Camp
Enjoy some of the reflections written by Year 4 students about their first school camp experience.
On the 26th of April, 4A, 4B and 4C went on a school
camp to Mt Evelyn for one night. When we got there,
we unpacked. Then we were split into groups. I was in
Koalas. Koalas’ first activity was the animal encounter.
We learnt about frogs, lizards and eels.
~ Will H, 4C

Year 4 camp was a great experience for everyone. It
was a great chance to encourage your peers to push
their limits. Our instructors always said, “Challenge by
Choice!” which means you are free to push yourself as
much as you like. Teamwork stood out a lot, like in hut
building when we had to help each other carry logs
and sticks. All of the groups created a hut using
natural materials that we could find. Another activity
that we did was the giant swing; that was another
great example of teamwork and encouragement, we
also saw lots of people push their limits and listen to
“Challenge by Choice.”
~ Ginger G, 4B, Romy L, 4B

Year 4 Camp was a great boost to push your limits and
to encourage your teammates. We did a lot of fun
activities that helped you believe in yourself. The
instructors said to us, “You can do it, you’re able to do
it, but you don’t have to do it if you don’t want to.’’
The food was great and there was enough for
everyone. There were new things to learn and the
whole of year 4 stuck together.
~ Amelia S, 4A and Edie R, 4A.
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After the Flying Fox, we did the Wildlife Encounter. The possums were so fluffy. The frilled-neck lizard liked
to be sung to, so Isla and I sang, “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star!” When we had to go, I was very sad. I thought
camp was super cool. I cannot wait to go to the Year 5 camp.
~ Ava T, 4C

A Spotlight on Year 1/2
Year 1/2 students have hit the ground running in term two!

Inquiry
In the first week of term, to support our Inquiry unit, we started with an incursion with the rangers at
Darebin Parklands. Students learnt all about ways our water systems become polluted.


“I learnt how water could get polluted.” – Imogen F, 1/2D



“I liked when Peter came and got us to act out what happens to the creek because it was good to
learn what you can do to stop bad things happening to the creek.” – Angelina M, 1/2D



“I liked how we got to see what the water would look like when it gets polluted.” – Rianna K, 1/2D
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We followed this incursion up with another incursion with Yarra Valley Water. Students found out about the
water cycle and how our water becomes clean enough for us to drink.


“I learnt how the water gets taken to the sky. Its go up as steam”. – Mitchel W

Students then went on a walking excursion to Darebin Parklands to learn what a healthy creek looks like and
how important a healthy creek is for the wildlife that lives in and around it.


“I liked when we caught the waterbugs because it was cool to look at them.” – Hugo B



“I liked when we got to go around and look at all the water bugs people caught.” – Winona B



“I liked when we got to catch the waterbugs.” – Miley C



“I learnt lots of names of different waterbugs.” – Lucas N

Writing
Year 1/2 students have also been busily writing narratives. Below are a couple of the narratives students
have written so far.
 Harry Potter was at Quidditch. Then Harry went to Griffindor tower and had a little nap. When Harry
had a nap Sirius Black destroyed some people. Harry woke up and… made Sirius nice. – Flynn V
 The kitty was in bed purring and she jumped out of bed. BOM! BOM! BOM! She got scared and she
ran and ran as fast as she could. She ran into bed and hid under the covers. But she found out that it
was her friend and then they were happy. – Remy B

A Focus on Visual Arts
Leadership Opportunities in Visual Arts!
You may think that Visual Arts at Fairfield Primary is only about exploring,
discovering and expanding our artistic selves?
It is also about creating opportunities for our students to be leaders in our
school through our Specialist Captains’ and Art Zone Captains’ Programs.
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Visual Arts Specialist Captain and Crew
Each year our Year 6 students can elect to be the Visual Arts Captain. Their role is to support the Arts
Program, to be a spokesperson for Visual Arts, to assist in lunchtime Catch-Up Art and to help in preparation
of the Art Room.
To work with the Captain, students can join “The Best Art Crew.”
This year our Captain is Claudia and our Crew members are Anika, Alice D, Meg, Natalie, Alice T, Lana,
Matilda and Hannah. They find time to visit the Art Room before school, at recess and lunch, to set up for
classes, clean and generally assist where necessary. They are revealing the quality of their leadership
through their commitment, responsibility and dedication.


Captain Claudia: “I just
want to make sure the
other students have a
clean space to work in so
they can do the best
they can.”



Crew Alice T: “You love
art so much you just
want to help out!”

Art Zone Captains
Our Year 3 students also can develop their leadership potential through the Arts, by joining the Art Zone
Captains Program. Their role is to set up tables and chairs outside The OSHC Centre for students who would
like to sit quietly and draw during
lunchtime.
There have been thirty–four students
willing to supervise Art Zone throughout
lunchtime. The five teams, one for each
day, are learning to work together, to
prepare and pack up the equipment.
They are enthusiastic, organised and
dedicated future leaders in the making!
Monday Team says:


“I really enjoy helping people and
I enjoy doing art.”



“I realised how much fun it looked and how amazing it is to do it.”



“When I was in Grade I & 2 I use to go to Art Zone and thought I would like to be a Captain.”

~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher
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