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Newsletter 5 
Friday 27 April 2018 
 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to everybody to term two. What a great start to the term we have had – everyone appears to 
have hit the ground running. After a busy and exciting end to term one, students have returned re-energised 
and fully engaged in FPS life. 
 
This is particularly true of our Year 4 students who have experienced their first school camp at Mt Evelyn this 
week. I have received great reports about how well the camp has gone. We acknowledge Elise, Monique, 
Emily, Geoff and our parent volunteers Dan Beaman, Linda Read and Sandra Villella who supported this 
camp. Keep an eye out for the next newsletter where you can find out about their activities, adventures and 
experiences. 
 

 
Year 4 students heading off to camp 
 

High Expectations 

The first staff professional development session of the term was around high expectations. This Theory of 
Action is identified as a key driver of school improvement within the Curiosity and Powerful Learning 
framework and the Practice Principles for Excellence in Teaching and Learning. 
 
Staff reflected upon how they convey high expectations of learning, effort and engagement for all students 
at all times. When teachers model and sustain high expectations as part of their regular classroom practice, 
it boosts students’ intrinsic motivation to achieve and outcomes improve. 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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FPS Annual Report and Annual General Meeting 

 The 2017 Annual Report to parents is now available 
to view on the school website.  
 
We invite parents to attend the Annual General 
Meeting on Monday 14 May where Katrina and I will 
present this report. 
 

 When: Monday 14 May, from 6 – 6:30pm 

 Where: Classroom 3AB 

 Please RSVP if you can attend 

 
 

 

2019 School Enrolments 

You may have noticed on the school website and FPS 
Facebook page that we have started the planning 
process for 2019 school enrolments. We are running 
tours from 9.30 –  10.30am on 23 & 30 May and 6 & 
13 June and an evening tour on 13 June from 7 – 8pm. 
 
Please pass this information on to friends and families 
who live locally and who are interested in enrolling 
their child at FPS next year. School tours can be 
booked here. 
 
If you have a child starting at FPS next year, we 
request that enrolment forms (available at the office 
and online) are handed into the office by the end of 
this term – Friday 29 June. 
 
I would like to acknowledge Tricia Phelan, one of our 
school parents, who donated her time and skills 
towards planning our school tours. Tricia is a 
photographer who captured the essence of FPS 
through her fantastic images, which will be displayed 
on billboards, posters and the school website. 
 
 

School Council 

Last Friday, you will have received a welcome letter from Alexa Every, our new School Council President. I 
would like to echo Alexa’s comments in relation to the outstanding work of our departing councillors. 
 
A reminder that all parents are welcome to attend sub-committee meetings. We are particularly in need of 
attendees at Community Committee meetings where ideas are brought to the table regarding the 
coordination of community fundraising events. There is information in this newsletter about the next 
Community Committee meeting on Tuesday 8 May – I hope to see many of you there. 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Annual_Report_2017.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2018-AGM
https://www.facebook.com/Fairfield-Primary-School-119431441451349/
https://www.facebook.com/Fairfield-Primary-School-119431441451349/
https://fps_2018_school_tours.eventbrite.com.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Student_Enrolment_Form_2019.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/School-Council-President-Message.pdf
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School Maintenance 

The school holidays are the best time for a number of scheduled 
maintenance tasks to be carried out. Graham, our maintenance 
man, was in school during the holidays, ensuring that the grounds 
were ready for the first day of term. 
 
Seven classrooms had their heaters, flues and walls safely removed 
and replaced, as these walls were identified as containing asbestos. 
 
We had arborists at the school carrying out a number of tasks during 
the holidays; this included pruning trees in the yard so that students 
can safely play underneath, clearing away the dead wood and 
pruning trees along the fence line. 
 
At the end of last year, the storage room at the back of the BER suffered flood damage. The mould and damp 
has now been removed. The reinstatement of facilities has been approved and work will commence this 
term. 
 

Staff News 

We are delighted that two of our staff have had their babies over recent weeks. Congratulations to Rebecca 
Burman and Matt on the birth of Mabel and to Kelly Chislett and Tim on the birth of Phoebe. We wish them 
well at this exciting time. 
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Volunteers/Classroom Helpers 

At Fairfield Primary School, we value the contribution of volunteers in the classroom. These volunteers assist 
in many ways including supporting individuals or small groups, making resources, and other organisational 
tasks. The most important way that these volunteers support learning is by providing a role model to the 
students and demonstrating their support and value of education and learning. This time strengthens the 
home/school partnership and allows your children to see the important role learning in the class plays in 
their lives. 
 
At present FPS is examining how to utilise the help of classroom volunteers as students move through the 
later years of primary school. If you have time to volunteer and would like to support learning in your child’s 
class please communicate this to the class teacher. The teacher will make a time and provide guidance and 
direction as to how you can provide support.   
 
Please remember that all classroom volunteers require a current Working with Children Check and that a 
copy of this needs to be provided to the office prior to working in a classroom.  
 

Book Preparation – Can you Help? 

The school also recently purchased more guided reading sets. These sets require sorting, levelling, 
contacting and organisation. If you are able to assist with preparing these books for use, please contact me 
directly. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
mailto:fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Katrina%20-%20Preparing%20Book%20Sets
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Community News 

Grange Road Railway Crossing Update 

While the majority of works are complete on the Hurstbridge Line, the rail signalling system that allows 
trains to travel safely on the network has taken longer than anticipated due to the condition and age of the 
infrastructure.  
 
To ensure a safe return to train services on the Hurstbridge line, buses will continue to replace trains 
between Clifton Hill and Macleod stations until Monday 7 May 2018. Click to read the media release. 
 

Mother’s Day / Special Person Stall—Thursday 10 May 

With Mother’s Day a few weeks away, Fairfield 
Primary School will be hosting a stall with a 
range of wonderful items, available for purchase.  
 
We know how excited and important children 
feel as they peruse a range of goods, selecting 
just the right item for their mum/special person! 
 

 When: Thursday 10 May, 9:15 - 12:45pm 

 Where: Stall will be in the Old Hall  

 Cost: Items range from $1 - $5 

 
This event is proudly presented by the Community Committee!  
 
Volunteers Needed 
Our Foundation Class Liaisons sent an email calling out for help – especially from Foundation dads – to help 
organise and run the stall. If you are a dad (or a willing mum) with a Working With Children Check, and 
would also like to volunteer, please sign up. 
 

Community Committee Meeting 

Come one, come all! Our next Community Committee meeting 
is scheduled for Tuesday 8 May, from 6:30 – 7:30pm in the 
staff room.  
 
We invite all continuing and new members to attend.  
 
There will be snacks and drinks on offer and we would love to 
see a bunch of new faces. The Community Committee plays a 
vital role in the overseeing of the events at FPS. Please join us! 
 

Alphington Community Centre 

Alphington Community Centre is hosting a couple of great neighbourhood events on Saturday 5 May.  
 
Join the fun at 2 Kelvin Rd, Alphington for Devonshire tea, a petting zoo, face painting, a makers' market, 
BBQ, jumble sale, and the funniest and friendliest dog show in town! 

 Alphington Autumn Fete: 9:30am – 12:30pm  

 Alphington Dog Show: Starts at 11am 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/RailCrossing-MediaRelease-27.04.18.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084faea82faafd0-mothers1
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Autumn-Fete-2018.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/dog-Show-2018.pdf
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General News 

Specialist Timetable 

The Specialist Timetable for this term is now available. 
 

Learn to Swim Program 

An unprecedented number of students expressed interest in participating in the Learn to Swim Program, 
which is held in term three. We have contacted Ivanhoe Aquatic Centre requesting extra swim instructors to 
accommodate this and we expect to get a response soon. If you expressed interest in the program, watch for 
a Compass communication next week for further details. 
 

Music and Tennis Lessons 

Is your child interested in learning an instrument or having tennis lessons at FPS? For details, see the tennis 
enrolment form and the music enrolment form. 
 

 
Term two and our Foundation students have hit the ground running!  
 
Attuned to the routines and comfortable with the spaces and faces of their school days, the children have 
immersed themselves in many areas of exploration in the Foundation learning space. 
 
Jade’s holiday trip to Japan and the beautiful papers she bought back have inspired an interest in origami, 
with students not only learning about this ancient paper art but also developing their ability to follow 
instructions, use their problem solving skills and work those fine motor muscles. In the café a variety of 
cuisines and cooking styles are on offer, with the practising of literacy skills as menus are written and orders 
taken. 
 

Origami        In the cafe 

A Spotlight on Foundation 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/T2-Specialist-Timetable-2018.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Term2-TennisLessons2018.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Term2-TennisLessons2018.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Dowell-Music-Enrolment-2018.pdf
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Exploration of light, dark, shade and reflection is 
happening with both new technology and old. 
Our recently purchased colour changing light box 
has caused a flurry of interest in the dark room, 
while the ancient projector has a new lease on 
life with it used to create shadows and reflect 
images onto a fabric screen.  
 
The scientific learning continues with the 
introduction of Goldberg machines, where 
students can investigate cause and effect, 
sequencing, forces and motion. 
 

Goldberg machines 

 
Of course, there is always a new fad to keep teachers on their toes! Beyblades have arrived in the 
Foundation area, and in keeping with our philosophy of honouring children’s interests, we have embraced 
the challenge. After supporting the students to design and then build a Beyblade arena, teachers were 
pleased to discover that students had not only implemented their own scoring system, but had developed 
and agreed on a (complicated but fair) system for ensuring that everyone who wanted to could be involved 
in a ‘battle’.  
 

Indoor Beyblades    Outdoor Beyblades 

 
On top of all of that, there is our reading program where children are learning to use some of the reading 
strategies independently, to recognise some sight words and to enjoy the thrill of becoming a reader. In their 
writing children are labelling their pictures, planning sentences and thinking about those all-important full 
stops. This term we are introducing the concept of place value in our numeracy lessons – keep your ears 
open for our ‘counting by tens’ song. 
 
We are hoping for a little more of the glorious weather so that we can continue to enjoy this wonderful 
learning outside. 
 
~ Foundation Teachers 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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A Focus on Performing Art 

Performing Arts Update 

Year 5/6 Classes 
Students are continuing to explore elements of stagecraft to piece together their concert, The Wind in the 
Willows. Each class has selected a song that suits their scene and have begun choreographing a dance to go 
with it. Classes have also worked collaboratively to design their costume for the dance (information about 
costuming will be communicated via Compass shortly). 
 
The next few weeks will see us designing and building sets for use on stage by our actors, singers and 
dancers. 
  
In addition to all this work in class, many students are also involved in out-of-class rehearsals and practice. 
Our small singing ‘ensembles’ have been learning their songs, the cast have been working tirelessly to learn 
lines and remember blocking and our stage-crew are ready come to rehearsals and learn where all the 
fabulous sets and props need to go on the night. 
  
We are so excited to be able to share the product of all of our hard work and learning. More information 
about tickets and the details of the evening will be sent home in the coming weeks. 
  
Year 3/4 Classes  
Students are wrapping up their unit on the Blues. After learning about the history of the Blues and the AAB 
lyric format, students explored the 12-bar Blues on the glockenspiel, ukulele and keyboard. In the last week 
of term one, we chose our favourite instrument and jammed together as a class band, making a recording. 
We finished off the project by writing our own Blues lyrics, musing on things that annoy us, anger us or make 
us sad. We then sung our lyrics along with our original recording.  
 

Lyric examples:  
 

I really don't like flies in my face 
(Yeah) I really don't like flies in my face 
I really wish they would go to another place 
 
~ Isabella S, 4A 

 

I try to sprint but I'm just too slow to go 
(Yeah) I try to sprint but I'm just too slow to go 
So now when they ask me 'you wanna race?' I just have to say no. 
  
~ Levi, 4C 

 

Why is my drawing coming out like that? 
(Woo) Why is my drawing coming out like that? 
It's so hard to draw a still life hat. 
  
~ Leo D, 3C 

 
  
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Year 1/2 Classes  
Students have been responding to drama scene prompts and discussing what "good actors do".  
 
1/2D students decided that good actors: 

 Use their face and body  
 Work with others to tell a story 
 Share their ideas 
 Change the way they walk 
 Perform in plays and movies 
 Use expression in their face to show emotion 
 Can use their body instead of a prop 

 
I am pleased to share that our Year 1/2 concert will be an adaptation of Peter and the Wolf. Music educators 
have used Sergei Prokofiev’s iconic piece for many generations to teach children about the orchestra and the 
link between sound and storytelling. We will explore concepts of melody and timbre using Peter and the 
Wolf's music before moving into rehearsals for the show later in the term.  
 
Community Members: do you play clarinet, bassoon or oboe? We would love to involve live players in our 
concert. Please get in touch with Rosie if you are interested.  
 
Costume Committee: We will also be putting to together a costume committee later in the term for the 1/2 
concert. Stay tuned for a call out for volunteers—we have some great characters to work with! 
 
Foundation Classes 
Students have been becoming confident singers through singing 
games, vocal experimentation and shared songs. We have been 
connecting with older students who sing in choir and finding 
out why people sing. We will begin to learn drama skills later on 
in the term by acting out traditional fairy tales from across the 
globe.  
 

Choir News 

Our choir is currently at capacity, as it has been very popular 
this year. It is extremely fulfilling to sing with such an 
enthusiastic and committed group, their confidence and hard 
work showed at our fair and assembly performances.  
 
Choir have been invited to participate in Thornbury High School's musical production of 'Seussical', based on 
the stories of Dr Seuss. This exciting opportunity allows us to work on musical theatre repertoire and 
develop our skills in dancing and acting. Choir will use Orchestra's usual Thursday lunchtime rehearsal spot 
during this term to prepare for the show.  
 

Orchestra News 

After a fabulous first performance of Edelweiss at the school fair, our orchestra is now working to extend 
their repertoire. We will be looking at pieces with different time signatures, moods and music from different 
eras. We have started the term with a Beach Boys classic Sloop John B, which has some interesting rhythms 
and layering. 
 
~ Keri Spence & Rosie Wositzky-Jones 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Rosie%20-%20Musicians%20for%2012%20Concert

