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Newsletter 4 
Friday 23 March 2018 
 

Principal’s Report 

Under The Big Top 

The countdown is on for Sunday’s fair. So many members of our wonderful parent community have been 
working tirelessly to ensure that it is a day to remember. The comment made at this week’s staff meeting 
was, “We have such amazing parents!” 
 
Last Sunday we hosted a working bee, which was well attended by parents and students. The large area 
between the junior playground and the Langridge St fence was mulched, weeds pulled and there was lots of 
sweeping and general tidying. Inside the gym, parents were busy labelling preserves, sorting pre-loved gifts 
and moving things into place for Sunday. Thank you to everyone who attended. 
 

 
Students are having many conversations about the fair – the rides that they will go on, the food that they 
will eat, the music they will watch and perform, the circus skills that will be on show, and much more 
besides. 
 
When recently walking around the local area, I couldn’t help but notice the number of houses with fair signs 
attached to fences. It brought home to me the excitement that this day brings to the local community. 
 
If you are yet to volunteer, it is not too late! 
 
I look forward to seeing you Under The Big Top. 
 

Staff Professional Development 

At FPS we value learning for students and staff. We recognise that teachers are the ultimate drivers of school 
improvement, and we aim to provide opportunities for staff to further their learning, which will in turn 
benefit students. Recent professional development that staff have undergone includes: 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084faea82faafd0-under
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NAPLAN Online 
Jayde Brownhill, Aaron Chaston and I attended sessions to learn about the administration and delivery of 
NAPLAN online. FPS is one of a hundred schools in the state who are implementing NAPLAN online this year. 
The aim is for all Australian schools to complete the tests online by 2020.  

 
Bastow Literacy Leaders 
Nicole Rettke, Elise Dowell and Rebeca Creswick are attending this program with the key project of the 
course to lead the development and implementation of a School Based Literacy Initiative. The key focus of 
this course is: 

1. Thinking about leadership and change: Looking at models of change, and processes for successful 
change. 

2. Teaching Reading: Looking at research around comprehension through the teaching of reading 
strategies, and exploring the Reading Workshop with a focus on Independent Reading. 

 
Dyslexia 
Jenny Guilford and Aaron Chaston attended a workshop that covered the topics: Explicit instruction, 
Evidence-based instructional practices, Response-to-Intervention framework, Oral language competency, 
Systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) and the idea that these are important for all students, and critical for 
those with learning challenges. 
 

Netball Court Update—From the Victorian School Building Authority 

We have come up with a solution to deal with the poor ground conditions, including the establishment of a 
comprehensive works methodology. We plan to recommence work next week, on Monday 26 March, 
weather permitting.   
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Learning in Mathematics 

When planning the teaching and learning of Mathematics FPS teachers are guided by the Victorian 
Curriculum. The Victorian Curriculum has three strands for Mathematics: 

 Number and Algebra 

 Measurement and Geometry 

 Statistics and Probability 
 
Each of the strands are interrelated, so at Fairfield we teach this content side by side, meaning students can 
apply their learnings from number and algebra (for example counting) to their skills in measurement. 
 
This term, teaching teams examined student assessment data to determine the greatest areas of need and 
establish a sequence of teaching. In Number and Algebra, teams focused on the following concepts: 
 

Year Level Number and Algebra Focus 

Foundation Counting and Patterns 

Year 1/2 Counting and Place Value and Addition 

Year 3 Place Value and Addition 

Year 4 Place Value and Addition 

Year 5 Place Value, Addition and Subtraction 

Year 6 Place Value and Four Operations (+. -, x, ÷) 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Place Value 

Many teams focused on Place Value. Understanding place value lays the foundation for many other skills in 
mathematics. When learning about place value and the number system, teachers focus not only on naming, 
ordering and recording numbers, but also on understanding the properties of these numbers. This may 
involve a process we refer to as renaming, where students break a number apart in many ways. For example, 
the number 247 could be renamed as 2 hundreds, 4 tens and 7 ones. It can also be renamed as 24 tens and 7 
ones, or 1 hundred, 14 tens and 7 ones. Understanding the many ways numbers can be formed supports 
students to complete calculations and develop flexible thinking. 
 

Algorithms 

Many of the teams also began to learn about addition. Since shifting to the Victorian Curriculum, the focus 
on learning the traditional written algorithms to solve equations has shifted. The curriculum instead states 
that students should be able to represent and solve problems using ‘efficient mental and written strategies’. 
These strategies become increasingly complex as students move through the curriculum. The aim is to assist 
students to feel confident with a range of strategies, rather than relying on one method to solve problems, 
again developing flexible thinking. When you have a moment, ask your child/children to explain some of 
their strategies. You may be amazed with what they describe. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 

Canberra Camp  

In week 6, the year 6 students went to Canberra. We went there so we could learn about the nation’s capital 
and how our country is run. Some of the activities we participated in were: 
 

 The Royal Australian Mint  

 Flip Out Trampoline Park  

 Bush Capital Lodge                    

 Electoral Education Centre   

 Museum of Australian Democracy 

 Embassy Drive Tour 

 National Capital Exhibition  

 National Gallery 

 Mount Ainslie Lookout 

 National Arboretum  

 Australian War Memorial  

 National Museum of Australia  

 Questacon 

 Canberra Deep Space Communication 

 Parliament House 

 Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) 

 
That was all jammed packed into four days! 

 

Some of the highlights were the Australian Mint, where we saw a robot called Titan who could lift 750 kg. 
We also enjoyed the Australian War Memorial, where they had an exhibition with a submarine, big 
helicopters and trenches that you could walk through. At Parliament House, we did a fun role-play and we 

A Spotlight on Year 6 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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even went into the House of Representatives and the Senate. Everyone loved the AIS because we met 
professional athletes and we went to Sport Ex; an interactive place that had activities like a basketball ring, 
wheelchair races and a skeleton race similar to what you see in the Winter Olympics.  
 
These highlights were only some of the great things we did in Canberra, and that is why this camp was one 
of the best experiences of our lives. 
 
~ Written by Terry W and Will F, 6B 
 

 
 

Interschool Sport 

In term one, we had the opportunity to participate in interschool sports. During interschool sports, which 
takes place on Friday mornings, we learnt basic and complex skills about four different sports. We chose 
from cricket, softball, rounders and bat tennis. Each sport has its own set of skills that we learnt. 
 
During the season we have played against many schools including: Bell Primary, Wales Street, Pender’s 
Grove, and Preston South Primary School. We made new friends from different schools as well as learnt how 
to work together as a team. Both genders got a chance to participate in the same sports and students who 
had never played before, got to have a go.  
 
Interschool sports is a fun and interesting experience for all students in Year 6 because all students have a 
chance to discover and learn different skills. This is the end of our summer sports for this term and we are all 
excited to say that winter interschool sports will be coming in term two, where we all be challenged again! 
 
~ Written by Izzy M and Thomas LB, 6B 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Community Leaders 

In Year 6, we have the opportunity to become a 
Community Leader to lead the school. This year 
six students in Year 6 were selected: Marcus, Josh, 
Walter, Violet, Inez and Sophie.  
 
Our job as Community Leaders are to make the 
school a better place by being good role models, 
raising funds to help the wider community and 
organising activities to help the school 
community. Currently we are brainstorming a few 
proposals to improve the school such as: a Footy 
clinic for Foundation to Year 2’s, a fundraiser to 
help the homeless, a fundraiser to help kids who 
come to school without lunch, and a fundraiser to raise money for the McGrath Foundation. We are 
currently in the planning stage and hope to implement these proposals next term. 
 
If you have any questions, ideas or problems you can come and speak to us and we will try to help. We look 
forward to improving the school and building new relationships. 
 
Thank you! 
 
~ Written by Marcus W, 6B and Josh W, 6C 
 

Inquiry 

We have been learning about Darebin Council and have been making up our own local council. We have to 
include values, services, rules, laws and the consequences if they are broken. It is a very fun task and we will 
present it using either a poster, a brochure, a PowerPoint or a short movie. On the 16th of March a lady from 
the Darebin council came to visit and talk to the Year 4 students about local rules and laws.    
 
~ Written by Matilda K, Ailsa C, Anika M, 4C 
 

Writing 

 “In writing we have been looking at memoirs. A memoir is a window looking into a piece of your life. 
A memoir has to include similes, action, description, lots of verbs, adjectives.” ~ Matilda, Ailsa, Anika 
4C.  

 “It’s exciting to show what you’ve done in the past and I like writing” ~ Max W, 4B 
 

Reading 

In reading we have been looking at the strategies good readers use when approaching a new text. Some of 
these include questioning, predicting, visualising and summarising. In our Literature Circle groups we have 
been practising these roles.  

 “I am enjoying reading in Year 4 because my Literature Circle book is intriguing and my role is fun.”  
~ Soleil CJ, 4A 

 

 

A Spotlight on Year 4 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Numeracy 

This term we learnt about Place Value and extended our knowledge of recognising, representing and 
renaming numbers up to tens of thousands. We also explored 2D shapes and 3D objects. We constructed 
nets, created symmetrical artwork and created images using tangrams.  

 “I like Place Value because I am getting challenged and it is fun learning more about it.”                       
~ Amelia S, 4A 

 “I like that we get to do a lot of pair tasks and games during number.” ~ Edward B, 4B 

 

 
 

A Focus on Visual Arts 

2018 is all about the Spanish, abstract artist Joan Miro 

 
With a name like Joan you may think this artist is female, however 
in Spanish the Joa is pronounced “W” so Warn is a male! 
 
Miro’s paintings often look naïve and childlike. He used symbols and 
imaginary elements to represent the real world. His work is 
frequently scattered with images of stars, moons, suns, eyes and 
fantastical shapes.  
 
Nature and music were his inspirations and they will be ours too!  
 
 
 
 
 

The Melancholic Singer 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Term 1 has been a time of preparation, gathering our knowledge and sharpening our skills.  
            
Our Art Folios are now personalised with the word ART, the letters decorated, designed and arranged in 
individualised ways. We included the elements of colour, line and shape.  

 
Our Visual Art Journals are also ready for the year, complete with a title page and the annual portrait of 
ourselves! 
 
Paint is now our focus and, of course, 
paint is colour.  
 
Each year level is discovering new and 
amazing concepts involving this exciting 
element – colour… 

 Foundation: Primary and 
secondary colours 

 Year 1&2: Hot and cold colours 

 Year 3&4: Complimentary colours 

 Year 5&6: 
Tertiary/tones/shades/tints 

 
We will be equipped to paint in imaginary ways, just like Joan Miro! 
 
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher 
 

Community News 

NetSetGo Netball 

Parkside Netball Club with be once again running a NetSetGo program during 2018. Due to the construction 
on the FPS netball court, NSG will run during the second half of Term 3 and first half of Term 4.  
 
Further details regarding start dates and registration information will be advertised on the Parkside Netball 
website during the middle of the year. 
 

Bluetongues—Soccer Club 

Do you have a child (male or female) who is interested in playing soccer? The Alphington Bluetongues are 
recruiting players for the 2018 season. Click to find out more.  
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.parksidenetballclub.org.au/
http://www.parksidenetballclub.org.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Bluetongues2018.pdf
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2018 Class Liaisons 

We thank the many parents who have volunteered to fill the role in our school community—kudos to you! 
 

Class  Class Liaison 

Year 3A Wendy Diamond & Roslyn Brierley 

Year 3B Tamlin Staples & Tamara Powell 

Year 3C Tracy Allen 

Year 4A Donna Schijf 

Year 4B Linda Read, Carol Vance & Carolyn Ridley 

Year 4C Hylton Menz 

Year 5A Florence Maslen 

Year 5B Nickie Gyomber 

Year 5C Trish Phelan 

Year 6A Suzanne Grant 

Year 6B Melinda Brown 

Year 6C Daniela Kirchlinde 

 
 

Class  Class Liaison 

Foundation A  Julie Wise 

Foundation B Donna Schijf 

Foundation C 
Rachel Harris 
Tracey Douglas 

Foundation D Jennifer Clarke 

Year 1/2A Sarah Glass  

Year 1/2B Tash Voller 

Year 1/2C Donna Schijf 

Year 1/2D Fiona Smeaton  

Year 1/2E Melinda Brown 

Year 1/2F 
Amber Loxton 
Carly Kluge 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/

