Newsletter 3
Friday 9 March 2018
Principal’s Report
Year 6 Camp
Today we welcome back our Year 6 students from their five-day camp in Canberra. The students have had a
wonderful week experiencing many highlights, including visits to Parliament House, National Museum
Australia and Questacon.
The students represented the school with such pride in their brand new Year 6 purple tops, and we
congratulate them for attitude and independence.
I would also like to acknowledge Nicole, Alison, Ginger and Katrina as well as our three parent helpers,
Suzanne Grant, Con Pastris and Lisa Natoli. Attending camp is a big undertaking and we appreciate the
commitment of the staff and parents to make this camp possible.
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Home Learning
In Newsletter 19 – 2017 we informed families of the feedback from the 2017 Homework Survey and the
approach that we will trial this year.
Next Tuesday, families in Years 1 – 6 will receive a Compass notification, which will inform you of your child’s
learning in reading, and suggested ways to support this at home.

Parent Teacher Interviews—Thursday 15 March
Parent Teacher interviews for students in Years 1 – 6 will be held Thursday 15 March. These interviews are
an opportunity to discuss your child’s individual needs and to talk about the future learning for your child in
semester one.




Date: Thursday 15 March
Time: 1:30 – 7pm *
Interview duration: 10 minutes each

Early Dismissal – 1pm
* Years 1 – 6 will have a dismissal time of 1pm on this day. Foundation students will finish school at the
regular time of 3:30pm.


To accommodate the early dismissal OSHClub will open at 1pm. Please book your place online
directly with OSHClub.



We require parental consent for any children expected to walk home alone at the 1pm dismissal. To
provide this consent please complete the Permission to Walk Home Alone Form by the end of
day, Wednesday 14 March. Children will not be allowed to leave the school grounds without a
parent or guardian unless the form has been completed.

Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and FPS is excited
to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in
recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is
not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by September 7 2018.


Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their
parents and teachers.



Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If your child is participating and you
would not like your child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please let us know by the end of the term.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
Today your child will bring home login details to enable them to access this platform. We encourage all
students to take part in the Challenge and use it as a further opportunity to enjoy the magic of books. The
Student Guide to the online system can be found here.
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School Council Election Results
Last week the school conducted a School Council election. I would like to thank all parents who nominated
for this position, and all families who took the time to vote. The following parents have been elected onto
School Council:
 Anita Galli
 Paul Hunt
 Chris Price
 Bronwyn Wolfgang
We will continue to keep the school community informed of School Council’s work through our newsletter.

School Fair and Working Bee
The school is abuzz with fair preparations for
Under the Big Top on Sunday 25 March.
There are a number of ways for parents to
become involved in this event – keep an eye out
in Compass. The working bee on Sunday 18
March is when many of the final pieces come
together; this includes preparation of the school
grounds and the sorting of toys, books and
clothing.
Hopefully I will see you there, enjoying a
sausage sizzle at the end of a hard day’s work.
Do let us know if you can help out.

Healthy Eating
I have recently received queries about the school’s policy for celebrating students’ birthdays at school. I
draw your attention to the Healthy Eating Policy that states:
Parents are advised not to supply foods to celebrate student birthdays. The school will
promote alternative positive ways to celebrate children’s birthdays.
As a school we also have to recognise that we are not able to make decisions about the food that students
eat.
I recognise that birthdays are very special days to children, and that grades can celebrate them in different
ways. This may include parents bringing in novelty gifts such as stickers to share, or it may be as simple as
singing ‘Happy Birthday’.

Level Crossing Removal Update
The major construction work on the Hurstbridge line starts next Friday. Please be aware of the planned
disruptions during this period, as they will have a significant impact on the flow of traffic around the school.


Grange Road will be closed at the level crossing (between Heidelberg Road and Darling Street) from
9pm Friday 16 March to 5am Friday 6 April 2018.



Buses will replace trains on sections of the Hurstbridge line from 8:15pm Friday 16 March to the last
service Sunday 29 April 2018.

Page 3 of 9

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Netball Court Update—From the Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA)
The poor ground conditions that were found have now been assessed, options considered and a solution has
been devised. It is anticipated that works on site will recommence the week after the long weekend. The
delays experienced to date will mean that colder weather conditions will delay the application of the final
acrylic coating. As a result, the court will have temporary line markings and be available for school use.
When the weather is again favourable, the acrylic surface will be applied.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

A Focus on French
Bonjour à tous!
It has been an exciting start to the year in the French room and wonderful to reconnect with students across
the school.
Year five and six students are working on inquiry projects in French. Students are in the process of
completing research about an aspect of French culture that they are particularly curious about. In addition to
language acquisition, the French Curriculum places a strong emphasis on the development of students’
cultural understandings. Students are researching a range of topics, from the origins of les croissants to the
history of the medieval Cité de Carcassonne.
Year three and four students are learning
how to pose and respond to questions
about themselves. These questions are
related to topics such as introductions, likes
and dislikes and who is in their family.
In addition to this, students in years three
and four have learned games such as
‘pierre, feuille, ciseaux’ – the French
equivalent of ‘paper, scissors, rock’. The
emphasis has been on learning to play this
game solely using French – the way that
children in France would play it. Perhaps
you could challenge one of the year three or
four students to a game of ‘pierre, feuille,
ciseaux’.

A game of ‘pierre, feuille, ciseaux’

Year one and two students are currently learning about the names of different household and farm animals
in French. They have also learned the actions to “La Chanson des Canards” – which many people would know
as the ‘chicken dance’ – it is not actually called the chicken dance in French… Ask students in grades one and
two if they know which animal it is really named after…
Please feel free to drop into the French room if you have any questions or just to say bonjour.
à bientôt
~ Emily Lindsay-Smith, French Teacher
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A Spotlight on Year 1/2
The 1/2 classes are off to a great start!
There have been many new friendships formed and students are making good decisions in choosing the best
fit books to read at home. Our students are displaying the schools values of Respect, Excellence, Creativity
and Community in many ways, every day in the classroom and in the school grounds. The 1/2 team are
expecting a wonderful year!

Literacy
In Literacy we have been writing recounts of events and about our weekends. We are also looking at
transactional writing, which involves writing letters to family, friends and other grades. We are also revising
strategies to support reading and are beginning to look at comprehension strategies.

Mathematics
In Mathematics, we have focused on counting
skills and the interesting ways numbers can be
organised.
We have been learning about place value,
making, naming and recording two, three and
four digit numbers.
We have also been looking at maps and showing
location and giving directions to others. We are
looking forward to starting our time unit.

Incursions
The incursions we have had with Drama Toolbox have been developing emotional literacy. The students
choose a puppet and become part of a story. Each puppet has a particular characteristic, which the students
are capably demonstrating. The journey each character takes is discussed and ideas are shared on how to
work through the problem.

~ Year 1/2 Teachers
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A Spotlight on Year 3
Literacy
In Year 3, we have been planning and drafting narratives. We have been using Author’s Chair to share our
stories and ideas, and to hear positive feedback from classmates. This has helped us revise and edit our
stories, just like real authors.
We have continued to develop our independent reading skills by practising different comprehension
strategies such as predicting and questioning. Arabella L says, “I look forward to reading every week and I’ve
enjoyed working with different people in word study.”

Mathematics
In maths we have been learning how to represent numbers in different ways. These skills will help us learn
addition and subtraction strategies over the next few weeks.

Inquiry
As part of our inquiry unit Health and Wellbeing, we have been practising strategies to regulate our
emotions, stretching our brains to develop growth mindsets, and practising mindfulness to get ready to
learn. Harvey R likes “learning about mindfulness and how it can help you calm down.”

~ Year 3 Teachers
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Fair Newsletter--9 March 2018
Roll up roll up only two weeks to go until the A Fair to Remember – an afternoon of music, food, stalls, rides
and more Under the Big Top!

Raffle Tickets
Raffle tickets go home today and early next week—check out these prizes below!
Remember, there is a prize for the family that sells the most tickets – an iPad Mini. So start selling!


1st Prize: Healesville Hotel, Yarra Valley Get-Away
Enjoy a night away & three-course dinner for two in the award-winning dining room. Plus a hamper
of French Champagne, massage oil and chocolates.



2nd Prize: Family beach house 'Adnajur' at Surf Beach, Philip Island
Two night’s stay at a beautiful beach house; sleeps 8. Plus a Family Pass to Phillip Island Nature Park.
Thanks to family Christie-Johnston.



3rd Prize: Couple’s Night Out
Dinner at the Estelle Bistro or EST with $200 food & wine voucher. Plus 2 Westgarth Cinema tickets.
Thanks to Scott Picket and Palace Cinemas.



4th Prize: Pamper Package
Isola Day Spa, Faireld – Mum’s care package. Relax with a massage and facial, OR your choice of
treatment. Thanks to Isola Day Spa.



5th Prize: Timezone Party for 10
Children’s Party at Timezone Northland. 90 minutes of unlimited games, plus invitations and party
room. Thanks to Timezone Northland.

Dates for your Diary


Working and Sorting Bee: There will be a Working/Sorting Bee the Sunday before the Fair (Sunday
18 March) from 10am, please put it in your diary.



Fair Committee Meeting: Come along to the next Fair Meeting on Tuesday 13 March at 7pm in the
staff room. We have a busy two weeks and need lots of help! It’s a great opportunity for parents at
the school to catch up and get to know each other – come and join the fun!
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Wristbands for Rides
Early bird tickets are now on sale. Get your wristbands to access unlimited rides and entertainment!
Early Bird Wristband Pricing | Tuesday 6 - Friday 16 March


$30 - Children in Foundation/Prep and older



$25 - Children from two years of age to Kindergarten

Regular Wristband Pricing | Saturday 17 - Thursday 22 March


$35 - Children in Foundation/Prep and older



$30 - Children from two years of age to Kindergarten

Keep an eye out at school pick up next Wednesday 14 March, from 3:15 – 4pm, as there will be some
parents with laptops set up for you to buy on the spot. Don’t miss out on the early bird bargain!

We need you!
Please visit the volunteer sign up and choose a job for a couple of hours on the fair day. It’s fun and the day
can’t run without volunteers!

Books, Clothes and Toys




Donation are now open for pre-loved goods. Please drop them in the Old Hall.
Please donate your good condition second hand books, and toys.
o No magazines, DVDs or CDs.
o Make sure all puzzles and games have all their pieces.
We want your ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS CLOTHES! It is time for a wardrobe clean out for the Fair! Go
on let go of those amazing clothes you know you’ll never wear. You’ll feel so much better and
donate to a worthy cause!
o This year our theme is designer and vintage. It does not have to be Dior or Chanel but high
quality is a must! Please ask your parents for any hidden gems! See you on the runway!

Donations Needed!
We are asking every family to donate:
 A bottle of wine for the Wine Raffle
 Large chocolate blocks for the Chocolate Toss
 An item suitable for the Lucky Dip (less than $5). Suggestions are stationery, hair clips, slime, etc.
Leave each of these donated items at the school office.
If you or someone you know can donate a service, product, experience or anything that you think would do
well at the Silent Auction, we would love to hear from you! All ideas welcome. Please call or email Quimby
Mills on 0429051880 or quimbymo@gmail.com. Thank you!

Providore Stall
Our Providore team have already hosted two bottling workshops – but don’t worry, you haven’t missed out
– there is one more to come! Please sign up here.
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Come along and make some new friends while learning some new skills. If you are already an expert, then
please come along and share your knowledge! The more the merrier!
The team still need donations of fruit, vegetables and bottles. Please leave on the Fair table outside the
office.

Please like the Fair page on Facebook follow us on Instagram!
https://www.facebook.com/FPSAFairToRemember/

https://www.instagram.com/underthebigtopfairfield/

Corflutes and Posters
Please help us to cover the neighbourhood with A Fair to Remember signs.


Corflute signs have been sent home with the eldest child in each family.
o Please hang your sign on your front fence or somewhere it can be easily seen from the
street. If you have a few locations to hang signs, please collect an extra sign (or two!) from
the office.
o If you can’t put it up at your place, you could ask a friendly neighbour. Or put it up in a local
park or the local child care.



Got a favourite coffee shop, café, swimming pool, library, etc. that would be happy to put up an A3
sized poster to promote our fair? If so, we have posters at the office and on the fair table. Grab a
poster or two for display!
Thank you for helping us to attract some big and little spenders. It’s all for a good cause!

Thank you Sponsors!
Leading up to Fair we will be showcasing some of the amazing sponsors who donate to our Fair.
The East Ivanhoe and Heidelberg Bendigo Bank are major sponsors of
the Fair again this year. This brings their overall contribution to Fairfield
Primary School over time to over $38,000! Their continued support of our
school for many years has been amazing! Thank you Bendigo Bank!

Jellis Craig are back on board in 2018 with real estate boards, corflutes,
DL flyers and advertisement in Melbourne Weekly. Thank you Jellis Craig!
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