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Newsletter 2 
Friday 23 February 2018 
 

Principal’s Report 

2018 Foundation Students 

Last week we hosted our welcome assembly for 2018. The Foundations students were introduced and 
warmly welcomed, with Cathy Turner sharing some of the fun things that they have been up to.  
 
During the last fortnight, the school has continued to support Foundation students and families through the 
transition process. We had a wonderfully well-attended Foundation parent social evening where new 
families had the chance to connect; thank you to our parent organiser Sarah Glass for her coordination of 
this event. 
 
Last week the Foundation teachers and specialists presented an information session to parents where they 
discussed the learning that their children will experience this year. 
 
The Foundation students have truly established themselves at the school, and it is great to have them as part 
of the FPS community. We acknowledge the Foundations teachers for their guidance and support of the 
students at this important time. 
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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School Community Leaders 

At the welcome assembly, we also announced our School Community Leaders. This week we had our first 
meeting of the year where the leaders reflected upon their roles and considered proposals and actions that 
they would like to undertake to improve our school. 
 
We will keep you informed of their work throughout the year. 
 
2018 community leaders 
 

Left to Right: Marcus, Violet, Walter, Sophie, Josh & Inez  

 
2018 Specialist Leaders 
 

Left to Right: Claudia (Visual Arts), Jemima (French), Aoife (Performing Arts) & Lily (P.E.) 

 

Staffing Update 

Rebecca Burman recently started maternity leave. We thank Rebecca for her contributions to the school and 
wish her well at this exciting time. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Professional Practice Days 

As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per term when 
they are out of the classroom to focus on the improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning. 
 
Your child’s teacher will spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that align to FPS’ 
priorities. Your child will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning. 
 
On these days, an alternate teacher will be provided. They will have the learning plan for the day and be well 
equipped to assist your child with their learning needs. 
 
Some of the professional practice that staff have engaged with includes: 

 Individual assessments of students, to gain a clearer understanding of their learning point of need. 

 Observations of colleagues, as part of their commitment to improve teacher practice. 

 Professional reading, to learn about teaching theories that improve student outcomes. 
 

School Photos 

Students were very excited and looked so proud in their uniforms for school photo day. We look forward to 
seeing the photos soon. 
 
As the Year 6 tops are yet to arrive, the photography company will return to the school later in the year to 
take a Graduation photo of the students in their Year 6 apparel.  
 

School Council Election 

The school received five parent nominations for School Council. As there are only four positions available, an 
election will be held. Please keep an eye out in the mail for upcoming information and ballot papers. 
 

Netball Court Update 

Since the last update, we have completed the excavation works to the design subgrade. Unfortunately, some 
unexpected bad ground has been exposed and a solution to rectify this is underway and will be implemented 
as soon as possible. In the meantime, we have completed most of the electrical cabling works for the new 
lights and storm water drainage works. 
 

Working With Children Check 

In the last newsletter I outlined the need for volunteers at the school fair to have a Working With Children 
Check (WWCC). This matter was further discussed at Monday's School Council meeting. 
 
The Department Of Education’s Victorian School Policy Advisory Guide states: 
A volunteer school worker is a person who without payment or reward voluntarily engages in school council 
functions. 
School must establish and implement policies to assess and verify the suitability of volunteers who will work 
with children including requiring all volunteers to provide evidence of their suitability. This evidence is 
generally a working with children check (WWC Check). 
 
Fairfield Primary is committed to developing practices that ensure we adhere to this Department policy, and 
we recognise that 100% adherence at the soon to be held 2018 fair may be difficult to achieve. We do not 
want this to have an adverse effect on volunteerism at the fair. Therefore, the school is only requesting that 
stall coordinators have a current WWCC, with a copy provided to the office. 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Child safety is always our priority and we are committed to 100% volunteer compliance with the policy over 
time.  We currently have over 200 parents who have provided the school with a copy of their WWCC, and 
look forward to this number increasing throughout 2018. 
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Inquiry Units Term One 

Term one is a busy term with classes setting up routines, getting used to new classmates and developing a 
classroom culture that will support and encourage learning and collaboration throughout the year. Teams 
have planned units of inquiry for students to explore during the term. Below is a table summarising the units 
and the key questions teams will examine. 
 

Year Level Curriculum Content Key Questions 

1/2 
History – Personal Histories: including Personal and 
Social and Intercultural Capabilities 

How have our lives changed 
over time? 

3 
Health – Health and Wellbeing: including Personal and 
Social and Ethical Capabilities. 

How do my decisions affect my 
health?  
 

4 
Civics and Citizenship – You, Me, We: including Personal 
and Social Capabilities.  

How do our school values affect 
and impact our behaviour and 
decisions that we make? 

5 
Science – Chemical Science: including Critical and 
Creative Thinking and the Ethical Capabilities. 

How do things react with each 
other? 

6 
Civics and Citizenship - Democracy and Government: 
including Personal and Social and Ethical Capabilities. 

Who represents me? 

 

Student Voice—Playground Development 

Towards the end of last year, the Building and Grounds Committee were presented with different designs for 
the development of the Eastern Playground. In order to gain student perspective, all of the designs were 
shared with Year 3 and 4 students at the end of 2017. Year 5 students led the discussions. Students were 
asked to evaluate each playground and vote for their preferred design. Year 5 students then created a video 
to share the results. This information and the video will be shared at the next Building and Grounds 
Committee meeting. 
 

China Visit 

On Wednesday, Principals from a group of schools in China visited FPS to learn more about the school 
system in Victoria. The group had a tour of the school and were very impressed with what they saw. The 
visitors were particularly interested in the range of specialist subjects we offer our students and the quality 
of learning that takes place at our school. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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School Council held its first meeting for 2018 on Monday 19 February – with a very full agenda given the gap 
in meetings since December last year.  Updates were provided and approvals sought, on a range of current 
issues affecting our school. 
 
School Council approved a number of licence agreements reached with hirers of the school facilities, with 
the pleasing result that current services such as the Out-of -School-Hours Care and extra-curricular activities 
such as basketball and tennis will continue to be held on school grounds for the benefit of the school (and 
wider) community.  It was also an opportune time for School Council to consider a Hire Facilities Policy, 
which will be published online soon.  
 
A number of other events will be held on the school grounds during March. School Council approved the use 
of the gym for the by-election for the seat of Batman to be held on 17 March and also approved the use of 
the school oval by Parkside for a football clinic for girls on 7 March. 
 
School Council was also pleased to review, and approve, the arrangements for the upcoming Year 4 camp to 
Mt Evelyn and Year 6 camp to Canberra. 
 
An update was provided to School Council on the construction of the netball court, with progress on 
schedule for completion in late April. 
 
The Community Committee reported on the planning arrangements for the fair scheduled for Sunday 25 
March. 
 
This meeting was the last full meeting of the current membership of School Council. The next meeting 
scheduled for 27 March will see the hand-over by the current School Council to the incoming School 
Council comprising four new parent councillor members (and staff), the results of which will be determined 
via the upcoming ballot. Best of luck to all nominees! 
 
A reminder that you can also access the minutes of each School Council meeting, once approved, on the FPS 
website. 
 
~ Kate Symons, Parent School Councillor and School Council Secretary 
 

Community News 

Class Liaison Volunteers 

We thank all the parents who have nominated to be a Class Liaison this year. We still have a couple of 
vacancies that we are hoping to fill.  If you have a child in any of the following classes and can volunteer for 
this role, please let us know. 

 Year 1/2A (Anne and Naomi) 

 Year 1/2B (Leeanne Baddeley) 

 Year 1/2F (Faye Soderstrom) 

 Year 3C (Robyn Walker) 

 Year 4B (Emily Moriarity) 

 Year 4C (Elise Dowell) 

 Year 6A (Nicole Rettke) 
 

School Council 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/our-school/forms-policies-strategic-plans/
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Girls’ Football 

Parkside are running a girls’ football clinic at the school for Year 3 – 5 students on Wednesday 7 March, from 
3.45-4.45pm on the school oval. Please see the attached flyer if your child is interested in participating. 
 

Level Crossing Removal—Drop-in Session 

Attached is an update from the Level Crossing Removal Authority regarding the Grange Rd project. Please 
note that there will be a drop-in information session at the school on Thursday 1 March, from 6 – 8pm in 
3AB. 
 

Fundraising Opportunities 

Jemena ‘Power Rangers’ Update 

The Jemena Power Changers initiative—that raises funds for our school—is just over the halfway mark and 
FPS participation is going well. 
 
If your family wishes to become involved, you can register and start earing funds for FPS by making small 
changes to your electricity usage. For details on the program, see the Jemena poster. To register, go to: 
https://app.jemena.com.au/community/  
  

Coles Sports for Schools – Bring in your Vouchers 

We have received many Sports for Schools vouchers from families to date. If you shop at Coles and are 
interested in participating, here are the details: 

• For every $10 spent at Coles, you will receive a Sports for Schools voucher. 
• Bring your voucher(s) to school. Place them in the container at the school office. 
• Vouchers will be redeemed for school sporting equipment. 

 

Expired Medication 

 
A number of families received a call from a school nurse regarding expired medication for their child. If you 
received this communication, please bring in your replacement medication by Friday 2 March. Our staff are 
not able to administer out-of-date medication. 
 

A Spotlight on Year 5 

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to all our Fairfield families. The 
beginning of year 5 has seen the students 
transition smoothly into the new area. News 
from the specialists has been positive with 
students turning up organised and excited. 
Classes began the year with Start Up, 
incorporating the RRRR program (Reliance, Rights 
and Respectful Relationships Program), where 
classes established mission statements and goals. 
Students are collaborating in Literacy Circles, 
delving deeper into realistic fiction, working on 
numeration and 3D shapes in mathematics and 
unpacking the hidden world of Chemical Science. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Parkside-Footy-clinic-March-2018.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/LXRA-February-2018-community-update-GrangeRd.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Jemenaschool-2018-Feb.pdf
https://app.jemena.com.au/community/
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So Far So Good—by Grace T 

Last week marked the third week back at school. We 
started grade 5 with our new teacher Aaron. Week 
one was getting to know everyone and familiarising 
ourselves with being in grade 5. Week two was more 
structured and things at school started to fall into 
place. You could say, grade 5 so far is looking good 
for the year ahead.  
  
We also meet out foundation buddies in week two. 
We spent time with our buddies and got the 
understanding again of what it feels like to be a 
prep. We showed them around the school and made 
them feel comfortable in the environment.  
 
 

A Focus on Performing Arts 

 
Welcome back to another year of drama, dance and music in the performing arts department! We have 
grown this year with the return of Keri (Year 5-6) working with Rosie (Foundation-Year 4), and 
collaborating on leading Orchestra and Choir.  
  
Foundation students have been getting to know the performing arts room and our three disciplines. We will 
be immersing ourselves in singing this term, playing singing games, learning the school song and some other 
favourites. Singing together at home is a great way to support your child in feeling positive about singing. 
See below for a simple singing game that you can use at home. 
 

Warmer and Colder (Singing version) 
Person one hides an object while person two has hidden their eyes. Person two needs to find the 
object by listening to person one (or a group!) sing a song of their choice. Sing louder to indicate 
warmer (getting closer) and softer to indicate colder (not close). Make sure the singers don't start 
yelling - this is an automatic win to the seeker! 

  
Year 1/2 students have been choosing personal goals for this term and acting out role-plays about learning 
in performing arts. We will soon begin our first drama unit of the year, playing drama games and creating a 
story together.  
  
Year 3 and 4 students begin exploration into blues music this week. We begin by learning about the history 
of the blues and writing our own lyrics. We will then explore the 12-bar-blues format on a range of 
instruments. Perhaps you have a favourite blues artist/album/song that you can share with your child at 
home? 
  
Year 5 and 6 students have already begun preparing for our concert The Wind in the Willows. In class, we 
have looked at stage directions and how best to create choreography. As the term continues, we will start 
exploring costume and set design, as well as making lighting plans. 
 
Many students auditioned for speaking roles and it was wonderful to see such excellent acting from our 
senior students. More information will be sent home about the concert in the coming weeks. 
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Important Dates for the Diary 

 Orchestra and Choir performance at the school fair: Sunday 25 March (time TBC) 

 Year 5/6 Concert: Wednesday 30 May at the Darebin Arts Centre 

 Year 1/2 Concert: Thursday 30 August at the Darebin Arts Centre 

 Year 3/4 Concert: Thursday 25 October at the Xavier Performing Arts Centre 

  

Do you play any of these instruments?  

Do you play the clarinet, bassoon, french horn, or oboe?  
 
We are looking for community members to be involved with a special part in our Year 1/2 concert (August). 
If you are interested, please email the office! 
  

Orchestra and Choir 

Orchestra and choir have begun rehearsing. This term choir rehearses at 1.50pm on Tuesdays. Orchestra 
rehearses at 2.40pm on Tuesdays and will soon begin Thursday lunchtime rehearsals. Brass students will be 
notified about their first lesson soon. Remember to bring your instrument! 
 
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones & Keri Spence, Performing Arts Teachers 
 

A Fair to Remember—Under the Big Top 

 

 

4 weeks to go until the Fair! 
 
This year we have a new theme for A Fair to Remember – Circus! There will be Roving Circus performers and 
all sorts of circus fun! As in the previous 2 years, we are having a big stage and amazing live 
performances…..and the food….more surprises this year!  
 
All the details will be released soon so stay tuned! 
 
Rides are booked and the kids are going to love it! 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=I%20play%20an%20instrument
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How can you help? 

The Fair Providore Stall Needs You!  
One of our great stalls at our school fair is the providore stall—selling delectable jams and preserves. We 
need your assistance to make it a success. Here is how you can help: 
 

1. Join a jam & preserve making workshop. All welcome, no experience necessary! 

 Sign up to attend a workshop: http://signup.com/go/fdaXmnK 

 Sunday 25 February, 10am – 2pm 

 Sunday 4 March, 10am – 2pm 

 Sunday 18 March, 10am – 2pm 
 

2. Make your own jams, preserves, relishes –or anything else that is lovely and delicious! We would 
love to take them off your hands to sell!  

 Please let either Julie Wise (0458 481 468) or Anna Crompton (0404 821 353) know what 
you are planning to make, the quantity, and we can talk details. 
 

3. We need ingredient donations! If you supply us with jars, lemons, vinegar, etc., please sign up and 
let us know what you can donate. We have a list of many needed items, check out the list here and 
sign up: http://signup.com/go/fdaXmnK 

 Bring you donations to the table by the school office! 
 
Silent Auction 
We are looking for donations for the Silent Auction, a great earner and highlight at the Fair. This is in large 
part because of the generosity of the school community. If you or someone you know can donate a service, 
product, experience or anything that you think would do well at the Silent Auction, we would love to hear 
from you! All ideas welcome. Please call or email Quimby Mills on 0429051880 or quimbymo@gmail.com. 
Thank you! 
 
Books, Clothes and Toys 
Donation open for pre-loved goods on Monday 5 March. Start sorting your cupboards – and please drop 
them in the Old Hall (follow the signs from the office). 
 

 Please donate your good condition second-hand books, vintage clothes and toys. 

 If possible, please sort books and clothes before you donate to save volunteer time. 

 Please make sure all items are clean and not ripped or broken. 

 No magazines, DVDs or CDs. 

 Make sure all puzzles and games have all their pieces. 
 

Can you Help Promote the Fair—Real Estate Board 

Do you live on a main road in the Fairfield/Alphington area? Would you be happy to have a real estate 
billboard on the edge of your property, promoting our fair? If so, please let us know. 
 

Working Bee—Save the Date! 

There will be a Working/Sorting Bee the Sunday before the Fair (Sunday 18 March) from 10am – 2pm, please 
put it in your diary. 
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://signup.com/go/fdaXmnK
http://signup.com/go/fdaXmnK
mailto:quimbymo@gmail.com
mailto:leisabayston@gmail.com?subject=Real%20Estate%20Board
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Fair Committee Meeting—Join Us 

Come along to the next Fair Meeting on Monday 26 January at 7pm in the staff room. We have a busy four 
weeks and need lots of help! It is a great opportunity for parents at the school to catch up and get to know 
each other—come and join the fun! 
 
~ Christina and Leisa, Fair Convenors 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/

