Newsletter 19: Friday 1 December, 2017
Principal’s Report
Home Learning
Earlier in the year, the school sent out a survey to families seeking their views on homework. The survey
responses are feeding into the current review of our homework policy. The school has also consulted with
staff and analysed research based evidence.
We thank families for taking the time to complete the survey. Many detailed responses were given in the
comments section. Some of the common themes are reflected in the parent quotes below:


I believe we should be teaching our children how to have a balanced life. Schoolwork should be
completed at school.



Homework for homework’s sake is just to keep students busy.



Having homework from primary school helps set up good study habits.



I would love to have details about what they are learning – particularly what they are up to in maths
and spelling/writing so that I can support my child and further foster his learning.



Reading at home is extremely important.

In 2018, FPS will use Compass to communicate the learning that is taking place in the classroom on a more
regular basis, to enable parents to become aware of what their child is learning in class. This will be
supported with learning tasks that parents and students can complete together. These will be optional
tasks, which students may choose to complete or not.
By focusing our attention on home learning opportunities, we aim to strengthen home school links.
I acknowledge the interest that families have on this matter. At FPS, we aspire to continually provide
opportunities that enhance student learning. We will trial this approach in 2018 and review at the end of
that year.

2018 Planning
As we continue to finalise our 2018 plans, we can confirm the following grade structures for 2018.
Year Level
Foundation
Year 1/2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Number of Classes
Four classes
Six classes
Three classes
Three classes
Three classes
Three classes

Staff are currently reviewing 2018 class lists. This is a complex task with many considerations taken into
account. The needs of all students are considered as they are placed in the grade that staff believe is the
‘best fit’.
Students will be informed of their 2018 class teacher on Monday 18 December, during their ‘Meet the
Teacher’ session.
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December Dates
Term four is always an exciting period of the year with lots happening for students and families. December
dates to add to your diary include:


Year 3 – 6 House Swimming Carnival: Friday 8 December, 9am – 12:30pm



Year 6 State Secondary School Orientation: Tuesday 12 December, all day



Foundation – Year 2 Athletics Carnival: Wednesday 13 December, 9:30am – 12:50pm



End of Year Music Celebration: Thursday 14 December, 5 – 6pm



End of Year School Picnic: Friday 15 December, 6 – 8pm



‘Meet the Teacher’ session: Monday 18 December



Year 6 Graduation Ceremony: Tuesday 19 December, 6:30 – 9pm



School Reports available in Compass: Wednesday 20 December



Last day of term: Friday 22 December (Assembly at 9am, Dismissal at 1pm)

2018 Dates
We ask that families save the following term dates to their calendars. Our 2018 school calendar in Compass
shows the dates listed below and is always the first place to look for all our school events and activities.

Term 1
Monday 29 January—
Thursday 29 March

Term 2
Monday 16 April—
Friday 29 June

Term 3
Monday 16 July—
21 September

Term 4
Monday 8 October—
Friday 21 December

Mon 29 & Tues 30 January: Curriculum/Pupil Free Days
Wednesday 31 January: Year 1 - Year 6 Students Commence School
Thursday 1 February: Foundation Students start school (half day – AM)
Friday 23 February: School Welcome Picnic
Monday 5 – Friday 9 March: Year 6 Canberra Camp
Monday 12 March: Labour Day Public Holiday
Saturday 24 March: School Fair
Thursday 29 March: Last day of term, 2pm dismissal
Wednesday 25 April: ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Thursday 26 – Friday 27 April: Year 4 Mt Evelyn Camp
Monday 11 June: Queen's Birthday Public Holiday
Wednesday 27 June: School Reports available in Compass
Friday 29 June: Last day of term, 2pm dismissal
Monday 16 July: Curriculum/Pupil Free Day
Friday 7 – Sunday 9 September: Art4All Weekend
Wednesday 12 September: Year 5 Anglesea Camp
Friday 21 September: Last day of term, 2pm dismissal
Monday 5 November: Curriculum/Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 6 November: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Wednesday 19 December: School Reports available in Compass
Friday 21 December: Last day of term
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Kate Wilde
Approximately 80 parents attended the Kate Wilde
information presentation last week. The school
received great feedback about how valuable and
relevant the session was.
Kate discussed a range of wellbeing issues
including:


The development of resilience



The importance of making mistakes



Self-esteem



Preparing for transition

Click to view the slides presented at the parent information session.
Kate is continuing to work alongside Year 4 students, who have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to reflect
upon their behaviours and consider the impact of their choices.

School Council Vacancies
As you will read in the School Council report, there will be a number of School Council vacancies in 2018. I
encourage parents to consider whether they would be interested in contributing to the school within this
role. School Council is a vibrant forum for community members to be involved in matters of governance,
including:


Fundraising



Community relations



School buildings and maintenance



School Strategic Plan

Information regarding the process for joining School Council will be available early next year.
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Sun Safety
I would like to acknowledge all students for how they have managed themselves during the recent hot
weather. Students have been finding shaded spaces, drinking plenty of water, and taken part in quiet
activities. Our SunSmart Policy states that students will have an inside recess at lunchtime if the temperature
reaches 35°C. Geoff has modified PE with some lessons taking place in classrooms. Everyone has appreciated
having air conditioning systems in all of our classrooms!
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Fair Committee Meeting
Planning for our 2018 fair is already underway thanks to
the support of a number of volunteers who have met to
discuss ideas.
The next committee meeting is scheduled for 7pm on
Tuesday 5 December in the staff room.
This amazing community event relies on the support of
volunteers. If you are interested in helping in any way,
please come along to the meeting. All welcome.

End of Year School Picnic
Our annual end of year picnic will be held on Friday 15 December, from 6 – 8pm on the FPS school
grounds—weather permitting. In recognition of the support of many volunteers in our community, for many
events, the Community Committee will sponsor the picnic and provide a free sausage in bread to everyone
in attendance.
We invite our school community to come and celebrate another successful year. I hope to see you all there.

Occupational Health and Safety Auditing
Fairfield PS will be audited for asbestos-containing material as a part of the Victorian Government’s goal of
making all government schools safe environments for students, staff and the wider community.
The Occupational Health and Safety Regulations 2017 include specific duties relating to identifying asbestos
in workplaces and indicating its location with clear signage. Once identified, asbestos-containing material
must be labelled and recorded in the school’s asbestos register.
Labels are placed in the school reception and at the entrances to buildings with identified asbestoscontaining material, reminding people to contact reception before undertaking any building works.
Asbestos is considered safe unless damaged or disturbed. These warning labels will help our school manage
potential risks and ensure we are compliant with the Victorian Occupational Health and Safety framework.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal
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Community News
Mango Delivery Next Week
For those families who ordered mangoes in our October fundraiser, good news, the shipment will arrive on
Thursday 7 December.
Next week, an email will be sent to parents who placed an order, outlining the time and location for pick up.
We request that all mangoes be collected on Thursday, as we do not want them sitting around the school in
the heat. Enjoy!

Environmental Sustainability Committee –
Second Meeting
On
Thursday 14 December, from 3 - 4pm will be hold
our second sustainability meeting in the staff
room.
Any parents interested in attending are most
welcome.

Return Library Books
As of today, the library is closed to student borrowing. We request that all students return their library books
by Wednesday 6 December to support our library book audit.

OSH Club—Christmas Appeal
Fairfield OSH Club is excited to announce that we are collecting donations for the Salvation Army Christmas
Toy Appeal and Food Drive. We are calling out to all Fairfield Primary School families and wider community
to help the people who are doing it tough this Christmas. Here is a list of ideas for toys and food requested
by the Salvation Army.
Drop your unwrapped gifts off to OSH Club before or after school, at the gym foyer. Alternatively, you can
leave your donation at the school office with a note to pass it onto us.
Please note: we are collecting new toys and non-perishable food items that have a long expiry date. Preloved items can be donated at your local op shop or salvos store.
If you would like further information or have any questions, please drop in or call on 0432 680 504.
~ Lauren Walkley, OSH Club Coordinator

OSH Club Holiday Program
The OSH Club program will be hosted again at Alphington Primary School, Monday 8 January – Tuesday 30
January 2018. For details on the program offering, please see the holiday program brochure. Register to
attend online.
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Level Crossing Update
Please read about the updated construction schedule for the Grange Road level crossing, which will have
travel implications for our community.
We will be hosting a drop-in information session for parents on Wednesday 13 December. Come along to
classroom 4AB, anytime between 6 – 8pm and meet with members of the Level Crossing Removal
Authority, including engineers and project managers. They will be available to provide updates and answer
questions.

School Council Report
School Council held its seventh meeting for 2017 on Monday the 20 November.

Level Crossing Removal Authority—Parent Information Session
Representatives from the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) attended the meeting and provided a
project update regarding the Grange Road level crossing removal. School Council and LXRA representatives
discussed issues affecting FPS and emphasised the pedestrian, cyclist and traffic safety aspects.

Use of School Facilities
School Council approved the School hire agreements for Shooters Basketball Club, Walsh Martial Arts
Australia and OSH Club in the terms laid out in the contracts.

Sub-Committee Reporting
At each School Council meeting, the Principal and the Chair of each sub-committee provides a report to
School Council:
 Finance Committee reported continued positive trends in parent contributions. Information about
2018 school fees will provided by the end of the school year.
 Buildings & Grounds Committee reported on the progress of the Eastern Playground project. An
update on the proposed netball court was also provided, with School Council endorsing the netball
court detailed design.
 Policy Committee updated and the School Council approved the Bullying Prevention Policy as well as
the Community Events Policy and Processes.
 Community Committee is hosting a BBQ to thank school volunteers on the Friday 15 December as
part of the planned school end of year picnic.
The final School Council meeting for 2017 will be held on Monday 11 December. All parents are encouraged
to consider joining the School Council in 2018, which promises to be an exciting year ahead with the
construction of the school netball court, eastern playground upgrade and our building masterplan.
Remember, School Council meeting minutes can be accessed via the school website and please contact any
member of the School Council on any issue you like raised, or simply come and have a chat with one of us in
the schoolyard.
~ Detlev Lueth, Parent School Councilor
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A Spotlight on Year 1/2
This term has been an exciting and productive term for Year 1/2.

Mathematics
In Mathematics, we have revisited various
addition and subtraction strategies to enable
students to consolidate their learning.
In multiplication and division, students looked at
visualising ‘groups of’ and ‘arrays’ to develop
multiplicative thinking.
We have also focused on problem solving
strategies to enable students to apply these to
different mathematical problems.

Writing
In Writing, we scaffolded narrative writing through the use of descriptive language in order to add detail to
our writing and to ‘show, not tell’. We also learnt about how good illustrations add more meaning to our
writing.

Inquiry
Inquiry has brought about lots of exciting learning opportunities for students. We learnt about various
species and the habitats that they live in. We then looked into the positive and negative impacts that
humans have on animals and their habitats. The excursion to the zoo tied in well and gave students insights
into how zoos help protect endangered species.
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The Drama Toolbox incursion wrapped up the Inquiry by focusing on the negative impact of humans. This
immersive learning experience helped students think about steps people can take to protect the animals and
their habitats. Students are currently planning to write and create videos to persuade people to look after
animals and their habitats.

This term has been an exciting one for students. They are getting ready to move on to the next stage and we
wish them all the best for all that is ahead.
Year 1/2 Team

A Focus on Performing Art
Year 3/4 Concert
Our Year 3/4 students pulled off an electric performance for their concert 'Cirque Du Fairfield'. After weeks
of in-house rehearsals, the impact of the roaring and cheering crowd had a thrilling effect on our performers.
The students put their learning with Phoebe from Little Devils Circus and Liz from Westside Circus into action.
On the night, I was incredibly proud to the see the focus and concentration on the faces of the Year 3 circus
performers, and I appreciated how the Year 4 clowns found new, fresh improvisation in their routines. It was
fantastic to have input and support from other specialists and staff. Thank you to Geoff and the Year 3/4
teachers for giving the students extra rehearsals, Ursula for translating and choreographing our final
number, Marjie for supporting prop making, and staff and leadership who helped on the night.
"When I was performing I felt like I could change something in the world. I felt powerful" ~ Darcy, 3B

Classroom Learning
Foundation students have been creating their own weather soundscapes using percussion instruments.
They were fascinated to record their performances and see the way that the sound waves were captured by
the computer. We have been creating weather dances to our own recorded music and preparing a special
song for the end of term assembly.
Year 1/2 A, B and F students have been focussing on music with me while 1/2 C, D and E students have
been learning drama with Marjie. We have been rocking out on the ukulele, using call and response to learn
strumming patterns, reading chord charts and beginning to learn the song ‘The Funky Fish’.
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Year 5 and 6 students have been inspired by the work of the Japanese artist Hokusai (of NGV's recent
exhibition), examining and using his 200-year-old illustrated dance manual to learn traditional Kabuki
dances. The Year 5 students have taken key elements of the Kabuki style (such as using poses to tell stories
and dancing with grounded weight) to create their own dances. These routines are being photographed so
that students can create their own dance manuals. Year 6 students are learning their graduation songs.

Year 5 still photos of a performance – ready to be put into a dance manual.

Orchestra, brass and choir students are busy preparing items for our End of Year Music Celebration on
Thursday 14 December. Make sure you put the date in your diary!
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones, Performing Arts Teacher
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