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Newsletter 1 
Friday 9 February 2018 
 

Principal’s Report 

What a great start to the year! 

Now that the students have completed their first full week at school, we can safely say what a wonderful 
start it has been. Students have instantly reconnected with their friends and teachers and have readjusted to 
school life as though they have never been away. 
 
I have been most impressed by how all of the grades have gelled together so early in the year. Some 
students may originally have been disappointed by not being with some of their friends; however, they have 
used this as a positive opportunity to broaden their friendship group. 
 
Learning programs are up and running, with a focus throughout the school on developing the learning 
dispositions of inquiring, reflecting, thinking and risk-taking. 
 

Welcome Assembly, Welcome Picnic & Foundation Parent Information Night 

We would like to take the opportunity to invite families to our welcome assembly, next Monday 12 
February at 9am, where we will welcome new students and families to our school. 
 
Community members are also invited to attend our welcome school picnic on Friday 23 February, 6 – 8pm. 
This takes place on the school oval and is an opportunity for parents to catch up with old friends and make 
some new ones. 
 
We are looking forward to hosting the Foundation Parent Information Night on Thursday 15 February, from 
6 – 7pm in the Year 3AB classroom. 
 
This meeting is the final stage of our primary school transition program and it give parents the opportunity 
to learn more about our Foundation program and ask questions that may have arisen since your child has 
started school. 
 

School Fair—Change of Date 

Please make a note of the change of date for the school fair. To 
ensure that we make it the best day possible, it has moved from 
Saturday 24 March to Sunday 25 March, from 12 – 5pm. This will 
ensure that we can have all of the exciting rides available. 
 
Our hard-working fair committee are holding their next meeting 
on Tuesday 13 February at 7pm in the staffroom. Anyone with an 
interest in supporting this community event is encouraged to attend. If you know anyone who may be 
interested, please pass on the meeting details. 
 
Please note, that due to Child Safe Standards, all volunteers at the school fair are required to have a Working 
With Children Check. I encourage all parents to obtain this certificate as it enables you to volunteer at all 
school events. The process is easy! 

 Apply for the Working With Children Check 

 Provide a copy of your WWCC card to the school office. Either come to the office for copying, or 
photograph your card and email it to the school. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications/apply+for+a+check/
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Netball Court Update 

Below is an update on the netball court from the construction team. 
 
The project is going well and on track, even though we have had some rain that filled our trenches. This week 
you would have noticed that we have excavated to our design subgrade (clay level). This will be completed by 
Friday. We will start construction works on the crushed rock pavement next week, which will take up most of 
the week. Most of the truck movements will be in the first three to four days after which we will work on the 
compaction of the base. For us to compact the base we need to use vibrating compaction equipment and you 
may feel some vibrations in the school buildings as we work throughout the week. 
 
The following week we will move onto finishing the electrical trenches and conduits and start working on the 
site drainage. This will involve new drainage pits and storm water lines. 
 

 
 
I acknowledge that there were some issues with the pedestrian crossing on Wingrove St on Wednesday 
morning. This matter has been resolved and the footpath will remain open during pick-up and drop off 
times. 
 

Library Timetable 

All grades have the opportunity to visit the school library every week where they can read, return and 
borrow a book. It is important that students return (or re-borrow) their book otherwise they will not be able 
to loan a different book. We have a large number of books that have not been returned from 2017. This 
means that many books (often the popular ones) are unavailable for others to read, also it means that we 
are having to spend money to replace lost books. 
 
Students received reminder slips at the end of last year and staff have reminded them once again to return 
outstanding books. Please check that your child has returned their 2017 book. Any lost or damaged books 
will need to be paid for so that they can be replaced. 
 
Click to view the Library Timetable by class. 
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Library-Timetable-Term1-2018.pdf
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Parking 

The school has been made aware of some parking issues that have arisen at pick-up and drop-off times. This 
includes driveways on Langridge St being blocked, resulting in frustrated residents. We ask that all families 
give extra care and consideration to where they park their cars during these peak times. 
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Curriculum Days 

In order to prepare for an important year of student learning, staff hit the ground running with two 
curriculum days at the beginning of Term 1. As school leaders, each year we prepare an implementation plan 
that sets out goals and strategies to engage in a cycle of continuous improvement, and to work towards 
achieving goals and targets set out in our four-year strategic plan. All staff professional learning relates to 
building teaching practice and excellence, based upon current research, in alignment with that plan. 
 
 
This year, during the first curriculum day, staff engaged in comprehensive professional learning, building 
their knowledge and connecting the Theories of Action within the Powerful Learning Framework to their own 
classroom practice. Teachers re-examined our whole school Learner Protocols which include dispositions we 
believe are essential to all learners. They worked in teams to discuss practical applications of the dispositions 
of; risk taking, reflecting, thinking and inquiring. Teachers explored how teaching actions could support the 
development of these dispositions in our students. 
 
Finally, during the afternoon, Kerryn Deayton, a teacher from Concord School and a Department 
Representative from Autism Connect, provided the whole staff with professional learning about Autism 
Spectrum Disorders. Kerryn discussed practical strategies all staff could use to support all students in their 
class and to provide adjustments to ensure that all students can access the learning and the curriculum at 
Fairfield PS. 
 
The second curriculum day provided an opportunity for teachers to work in year level teams. They were able 
to use existing student learning data to plan for comprehensive and targeted teaching programs for Term 1. 
These days ensure that students in our school receive consistency in their learning program and allow 
teachers to identify individual student needs to ensure that their teaching focuses on point of need. 
 

Teaching and Learning 

While we are in the very early stages of our teaching and learning program for 2018, it has been great to see 
how quickly all students have settled into the school routine and the positive cultures created in the 
classrooms across the school. The learning program for the first two weeks has focused on building 
structures and class routines as well as setting up expectations to ensure a positive learning environment for 
the whole year.  
 
This year in particular, teachers have focused on building an understanding of our school values and the 
behaviours that reflect each of our values.  Classes have also begun reading, writing and numeracy 
programs. Each year level has a specific inquiry focus. During the next newsletter, we will provide detailed 
examples of the learning occurring during inquiry throughout the school. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Last Thursday was not only the first day of February, it was also the first day of school for our 86 new 
Foundation students. With shiny shoes, starchy uniforms and excited smiles they waved goodbye to their 
families, eager for their Fairfield Primary school experience to begin. 
 
Foundation teachers have been impressed with the ease with which the children have settled and the 
confident manner in which they tackle all of the new learning that happens each day. 
 
The teachers have also enjoyed learning more about the children and becoming familiar with the wonderful 
range of skills, interests and capabilities that they bring to school with them.  
 
Children have taken home a reading folder, many of them taking the first steps down the reading path, and, 
we hope, a lifelong love of reading. Our Foundation students have been learning maths games, painting, 
drawing and writing. They have been collaborating on constructions, playing chess and making fairy gardens. 
And of course, they have been enjoying exploring the playground in their own special Foundation playtimes. 
 
~ Cathy Turner, Anna Lithgow, Jade O’ Grady and Brendan Nick, Foundation Teachers 

 

 

A Spotlight on Foundation 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/


    

 
Page 5 of 8 

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au  

A Focus on Physical Education & Sport 

 
Hello and a big welcome back from the Physical Education (PE) and Sports desk! Classes have settled straight 
back into their learning and another exciting year of PE is ahead of them.  
 

Physical Education 

The aim of the first weeks of PE for the Foundation students is to build relationships, with each other and 
with me, as well as become familiar with PE. We will play many simple games, allowing the children to 
explore different ways we can move around. These games help students follow simple rules and start to 
become aware of moving around safely. 
 
Year 1/2 students have been and will continue to practise moving around in different spaces. Students will 
be challenged to move in different directions as well as at different speeds and at different levels. 
 
Year 3 – 6 students started looking at how PE and sport are different but still connected. They defined what 
sporting opportunities are available to them at FPS and spoke briefly about what and when each sporting 
event occurs.  
 
The Year 3/4 students will expand on their knowledge of what a skill is and look at improving a couple of key 
fundamental motor skills. 
 
Year 5/6 students will be looking at some simple strategies that can be applied across a number of different 
sports; examples include fielding, attacking and defending. Once these strategies are learnt, they become 
easily transferable from one sport to another. 
 

Sporting Opportunities 

The 2018 sporting calendar is a busy one! To assist students and community members I have placed a 
calendar of events on the foyer windows facing the art room.  
 
Please feel free to check this space regularly for updates to the calendar. Also be aware that not all dates 
apply to every child. If you are unsure of any of the events, please come and speak to me. 
 
Thank you and I look forward to a wonderful 2018 in PE and Sport. 
 
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education and Sports Teacher 
 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is a government funded program that provides payments for 
eligible students to attend activities like school camps, swimming and school-organised sport programs, and 
excursions. Payments are $125 per year for eligible primary school students. 

 If you are eligible for the Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF), call in at the school office to 
collect a form, or click access the electronic version of the CSEF Application. 

 For more information, read the CSEF Flyer.  

 Applications for the CSEF close on 29 June 2018. 
 

Community News 

Class Liaisons 

Are you interested in becoming a Class Liaison in your child’s class? If so, we would love to hear from you! 
 
What does the Class Liaison do? 
A Class Liaison helps to support communication between parents, teachers and the Fairfield Primary School 
(FPS) Community Committee within their child’s classroom, typically via email. 
 
You may be asked to send an email/communication out to your class from the Community Committee, the 
school administration or your class teacher. Emails will generally provide details about school fundraising 
events (A Fair to Remember; Art4All), community events, (working bees, information nights, school picnics, 
etc.) and class level communications. 
 
Interested in becoming a Class Liaison? 
If you are interested in being the Class Liaison for your child’s class, please sign up here by Tuesday 20 
February. 
 
~ Fairfield PS Community Committee 
 

Permission to Publish Photos/Videos 

We all love to look at the pictures and videos of our students in action. As the saying goes, ‘a picture is worth 
a thousand words.’ To that end, we are looking to update our student database of ‘Permission to Publish’.  
 
We are seeking verification that you are happy for us to publish photos and videos of your child in our 
newsletter, flyers about the school, class booklets, school displays and on our website.  
 
Please note: if we require photos for external marketing (newspapers, billboards, promotional materials, 
etc.) we would seek your permission directly, as needed. We do not post photos of our students to social 
media. 
 
If you DO NOT WANT TO GIVE PERMISSION to publish your child’s photos in our school communications, 
please complete this form. Please respond by Tuesday 20 February otherwise we will presume that you are 
fine with us publishing photos. 
 

Parent Group 

Please find details of an FPS parents’ support group for parents of children with ASD, sensory processing 
differences and other different challenges. 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefapplicationform.pdf
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/csefflyer.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CL-2018
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Photo-Permission
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ASD-Network.pdf
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WAFL 

Please find details of Parkside’s Girls Football for Under 10s and 11s here, with Registration Day on Sunday 
18 February at Pitcher Park. 
 

Interested in Tennis Lessons? 

Tennis lessons at FPS commence Thursday 14th February. Lessons are held on the school grounds. Coaches 
work on footwork, balance skills, decision-making and the fundamentals of each stroke, and incorporate lots 
of fun! To enrol, complete the application form and return it to the school office by Thursday 14th February 
2018. 
 
 

OSHClub Update 

 
Hello families, we hope you all enjoyed your holidays! As we go into term 1 2018 our numbers have 
increased already which is great to see and the Foundation students are settling in well.  
 
Drop off and Collection of Foundation Students  
During term one, the staff members at OSHClub will take the Foundation students attending the morning 
session to their classrooms at 9am. They will also collect students from their classrooms at approximately 
3:25pm for those attending in the afternoon.  
 
Bookings and Extra-Curricular Activities 
It is important that all online bookings/cancellations are up to date to ensure the safety of the children at all 
times. If you need to contact the service regarding a late booking, please do so before 9am to ensure we are 
within our staff to child ratio requirements, which is governed by the department of education. 
 
We would also like to request if you have your child/ren booked into OSHClub and extra-curricular activities 
within the school grounds (music lessons, basketball/netball training etc.) that you fill in a return and release 
form. You can do this at the service. 
 
We are all excited for another great year with the FPS children! Got questions? Please contact us: 
• 0432680594  
• fairfield@oshclub.com.au 
 
~ Lauren & Caitlin, OSHClub Coordinators  
 
 

School Fair—A Fair to Remember: “Under the Big Top” 
 

Six weeks to go to our annual School fair! 
Change of date - Sunday this year! 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Girls-Parkside-Football.pdf
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Tennis-in-Stages-Term1-Enrolment-2018.pdf
https://www.oshclub.com.au/
mailto:fairfield@oshclub.com.au
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We are Looking for Donations 

 Jars for Preserves 
Glass jars (with their lids on and their labels removed) are needed for our preserves stall. Please leave 
your jars on the table near the office.  
 
At a later stage, we will be asking families to donate preserves items - sugar, vinegar, fruits etc. & join us 
for cooking workshops. 

 

 The Fairfield Provedore Stall Needs You! 
Do you have a bumper crop of produce that you can donate (lemons, oranges, tomatoes, quince, berries, 
etc.)? 
Can you add an extra item to your weekly shop (sugar, white vinegar, salt, onions, etc.) or can you make 
a batch of preserves for our school fair? 
 
If you have answered yes to any of the above, we’d love to hear from you (or simply leave your donation 
in the boxes on the table near the office). 
Please get in touch with Julie Wise (0458 481 468) or Anna Crompton (0404 821 353) if you are 
interested in joining a preserves working bee or donating a batch of preserves. 

 

Positions Vacant—Can you Help?  

 Cake Stall 
Do you like baking and would like to get involved and run the cake stall for our fair? We have a team in 
place but they are looking for some enthusiastic "new blood" to give them a hand and assist with this 
fun stall! 

 

 Sponsorship 
Do you have experience in Sponsorship or an interest in helping out? We could use your skills to 
enhance our offer to our fair sponsors! We have some major sponsors lined up but need someone to 
coordinate with them and help us with the overall strategy...perhaps attracting some new sponsors or 
finding new ways to add value to the businesses already on board! 

 

 Equipment co-ordinator 
We need someone who can coordinate equipment with other schools, who can be there for equipment 
pick up and drop off. This position requires someone who is available on fair day for both the set up and 
pack up. 

 

 Face Painting 
All kids love to have their face painted. We need someone to coordinate this busy and ever so fun stall. 
Face paints provided. 

 

 Lucky Dip 
It's one of our easiest stalls to run! Children love it and it sells out very quickly. We’d love for you to get 
involved. 

 

Fair Committee Meeting—Join Us! 

If you are interested in any of these positions or have any other aspect in mind that you would like to get 
involved in please contact Leisa or Christina or come along to our next Fair meeting on Tuesday 13 February 
at 7pm in the staff room. 
 
~ Christina Scholzhorn & Leisa Bayston, 2018 Fair Convenors  

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:leisabayston@gmail.com?subject=Fair
mailto:scholzhorn@gmail.com?subject=Fair

