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Newsletter 20: Friday 15 December, 2017 
 

Principal’s Report 

End of Year Reflection 

It is hard to believe that we are only a week away from the end of the school year. It is important to take the 
opportunity to reflect upon the many achievements that the school has experienced during 2017, and 
consider where to next. 
 

As a school, we continually remind ourselves of the importance of our mission ‘Every day, every child 
engaged in purposeful and powerful learning.’ The school recognises that every student can succeed, 
regardless of personal circumstances; it is our responsibility to act in ways that make individual success a 
reality.  
 

We have reviewed our achievements using a range of data and feedback mechanisms. Our whole school 
data shows an improvement in writing and maths, which will remain focus areas for 2018. The school 
continues to achieve high results in reading; our next challenge is ensuring that we add learning growth. 
 

The school has placed student wellbeing as a priority. Implementation of the Resilience, Rights and 
Respectful Relationships program and our partnership with Kate Wilde has strengthened this focus. 
 

The school buildings and grounds have been a much-discussed topic within the school community. We were 
thrilled to receive $2.5m of state funding towards our masterplan; we are currently discussing with the 
Victorian School Building Authority how to best use this money. Development of the new netball court is due 
to start early next year. Plans are still in place to develop the Eastern Playground, with consideration given to 
the other building projects.  
 

Farewell to Year 6 

Next Friday we will say to farewell to our Year 6 students. Leaving primary school is a significant milestone in 
a child’s schooling journey, and whilst I am sure that they are pondering questions and uncertainties, the 
start of high school is sure to be an exciting new chapter. We look forward to celebrating with our Year 6 
families at Graduation next Tuesday and formally saying farewell at the end of year assembly on Friday 22 
December at 9am. 
 

I thank and acknowledge the contributions of all departing families from Fairfield Primary School. I wish you 
well for the future and look forward to seeing you at future school events. 
 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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2018 Class teachers 

At the end of this year, we say farewell to Ursula 
Woods and Kelly Chislett.  
 
Ursula is relocating to Tasmania in 2018. During her 
three years at FPS, Ursula has been a highly valued 
member of staff. We acknowledge Ursula’s 
coordination of the French program, choir and 
orchestra, as well as supporting school concerts and 
various community events. We wish Ursula well in 
the new phase of her life. 
 
Next year Kelly will be on family leave. We 
acknowledge Kelly for her work within the classroom 
and across the school in her role as Area Leader. We 
wish Kelly all the very best with her family plans at 
this exciting time. 
 

New Teachers 

We look forward to welcoming three new teachers in 2018. Emily Moriarty, Grace Clarke and Prue Hamilton 
will be joining the teaching staff and will be part of the Meet the Teacher process. 
 

   

Emily Moriarty Grace Clarke Prue Hamilton 
 

Staff Placements for 2018 

Below are the teaching staff placements for 2018. 
 

Year Level Teachers 

Foundation Anna 
Lithgow 
Foundation A 

Jade O’Grady 
Foundation B 

Cathy Turner 
Foundation C 

Brendan Nick 
Foundation 
D 

  

Year 1/2 Anne Killick/ 
Naomi  
Reynolds 
Year 1/2A 

Leeanne 
Baddeley 
Year 1/2B 

Nanaki 
Bhatti 
Year 1/2C 

Jourdan 
Murray 
Year 1/2D 

Prue 
Middleton 
Year 1/2E 

Faye 
Soderstrom 
Year 1/2F 

Year 3 Grace Clark 
Year 3A 

Jayde 
Brownhill 
Year 3B 

Robyn 
Walker 
Year 3C 

   

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Year 4 Monique 
Crow 
Year 4A 

Emily 
Moriarty 
Year 4B 

Elise Dowell 
Year 4C 

   

Year 5 Aaron 
Chaston 
Year 5A 

Michele 
Fraser 
Year 5B 

Jenny 
Guilford 
Year 5C 

   

Year 6 Nicole 
Rettke 
Year 6A 

Ginger 
Moyle 
Year 6B 

Alison Knox 
Year 6C 

   

Specialists Visual Arts 
Marjie 
Tkatchenko 

PE  
Geoff 
McShane 

Performing 
Arts 
Rosie 
Wositzky 
Jones(F-Y4) 
Keri Spence 
(Y5/6) 

French 
Emily 
Lindsay-
Smith 

  

Support Literacy 
Support 
Rebecca 
Creswick 

Classroom 
Support 
Rebecca 
Burman 

Integration 
Support 
Ril Gale 
Zoe Naylor 

   

 
Students will meet their new teacher and classmates on Monday 18 December, 2.15-3.15pm. 
 

2018 Enrolment 

Next year we will have an enrolment of 508 students, an increase of 21 from this year. We will be operating 
22 classes with an average class size of 23, which is smaller than the Department of Education 
recommendation. 
 

Thank You 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the school community for a wonderful year at FPS. I wish all of 
our families an enjoyable and safe Christmas holiday, and will hopefully see many of you, with sausage and 
bread in hand, at tonight’s picnic. 
 

A Visit from Jim & Tui Beggs 

To conclude my final newsletter item, I would like to share a heart-
warming visit that we recently had. Jim Beggs and his wife Tui are 
both ex-students FPS students. They met at the school in 1944, 
outside what is currently 5C, and are a happily married couple to this 
day. They shared many endearing stories about their time in the 
school, including playground games, getting the strap, and how the 
boys and girls played in separate yards.  
 
Jim has written a book Proud to be a Wharfie in which he describes his 
time at Fairfield State School (as FPS was known then) and how he and 
Tui meet. 
 
It is stories like this that remind us of the importance of, and the 
sentimental value that schools hold for people. 
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

Transition 

Students across the school have been participating in our whole school transition program. Students have 
reported positive experiences with their transition during this period of change. This will culminate in our 
‘Meet the Teacher’ afternoon on Monday 18 December from 2:15 – 3:15pm. At this time, students will go 
with their new class, to their new classroom and meet their 2018 teacher.  

Student Reports 

On Wednesday 20 December, student reports will be available for families to download via Compass. No 
reports will be printed or handed to students at school. The school will send a notification to families when 
reports are ready to view.  
 
Student reports provide students, teachers and parents with a clear and concise picture of a student’s 
achievement and progress at a point in time. Teachers make informed and consistent decisions about 
student progress against the achievement standards using a variety of assessments and observations to 
inform their judgement. They map the student’s learning against the achievement standards, and place the 
student on the learning continuum, that best reflects the student’s level of performance and progress. 
 
At the beginning of this year, schools were advised that though they are required to report student 
achievement against a five-point scale, they are no longer required to use an A – E rating scale for reporting. 
At Fairfield, during semester one, we continued to use an A – E rating scale. For our December reports, we 
have modified our format and our five-point scale will be: 

 Well Above – Indicating the student is achieving 18 months or more above standard. 

 Above – Indicating the student is achieving 6 to 12 months above standard. 

 At – Indicating the student is achieving at standard. 

 Below – Indicating the student is achieving 6 to 12 months below standard. 

 Well Below – Indicating the student is achieving 18 months or more below standard. 
 
When reading reports, please keep in mind all students progress along the learning continuum at their own 
rate and from their own starting point. Students are taught at the level that suits their needs, rather than 
being taught to the year level and age group they are in. Teachers provide learning opportunities to support 
the learning of all students.  
 
If you have questions about student reports please contact the school. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 

School Council—Finance Report 

Parent Contributions 2018 

A critical function of the Finance Committee, and ultimately the School Council, is to determine the 
appropriate level of contributions from parents to ensure Fairfield Primary School can continue to deliver 
the desirable standard of learning for our children. This is activity takes place on an annual basis and I note 
that the current fee structure has been unchanged for many years. 
 
As a parent, I believe we should be proud that Fairfield Primary School provides a standard of education 
beyond the baseline funding from the Department of Education. This standard is reliant upon the 
contribution of parents. As such, I am writing to advise of you of the School Fees for 2018; which includes a 
modest rise of $30 to the Essential Education Items.  
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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2018 School Fees Amount 

ESSENTIAL FEES 
 

Essential Education Items (per student) $300.00 

Excursion Levy (per Student) $200.00 

Sports Levy (Year 5/6 students) $80.00 

VOLUNTARY 
CONRTIBUTIONS 

Voluntary Contributions – General (ITC, specialist programs, 
student leadership and wellbeing) 
(Suggested - $100 for first student; $50 for siblings) 

$100.00 

Voluntary Contributions  –  Nurse  
(Suggested – per student) 

$50.00 

Voluntary Contributions – Building Fund  
(Suggested – per family) Tax Deductible 

$200.00 

Voluntary Contributions – Library Fund  
(Suggested – per family) Tax Deductible 

$200.00 

 
I would like take this opportunity of behalf of the school to thank all parents for their contributions in the 
2017 year, without which FPS would have had to compromise on many of the programs that are currently 
offered, including French, PE, Art, Music, and adding pressure to class sizes. 
 
Individual School Fees will be added to Compass before the commencement of the 2018 School year.  An 
additional feature offered in 2018 will be the ability to schedule payments throughout the year at intervals 
that suit families. 
 
For those families that intend to pay their fees in a single transaction, I ask that you make this payment 
before the end of term one. This will assist the Finance Committee in budgeting accordingly for the balance 
of the year. 
 
~ Nick Schijf, School Council Treasurer 
 

School Council Report 

 
We have come to the end of another year, and with it, the second of my three children will leave Fairfield 
Primary. Our journey started in 2009 and, with Josie in Year 5 next year, we only have two years left!   
 

Summary of Final 2017 Meeting 

At a very busy last Council Meeting for the year: 

 We worked through and endorsed for 2018: 
o Indicative Budget 
o Annual Implementation Plan 

 A representative from Shooters Basketball Club attended as we discussed how to balance the club’s 
needs with the after-school program and other gym hirers.  

 We used a self-assessment tool to check our understanding of our role, our efficacy and compliance 
with governance. We can now focus on areas of improvement. 

 We reviewed tender responses for the playground redevelopment. There were some great 
proposals, however, the new netball court construction means we need to push the playground 
project back to later in 2018. 

 We took on reports from each of the committees: finance, buildings and grounds, and community.  

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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2017 Achievements 

2017 has been momentous for Fairfield Primary School’s infrastructure: 

 In June, the land opposite the gym (site of the old cop shop, for local historians) transferred to the 
school to extend the campus. 

 The Department of Education funded a refresh of our earlier school master plan to incorporate the 
new land and prepare the school for increasing enrolments.  

 The new site was leased to the Level Crossing Removal Authority who will return it to us in late 
2018 remediated, levelled and fenced.  

 The Minister for Families and Children, Youth Affairs, and Early Childhood Education, Jenny 
Mikakos, granted $2.5 million dollars for the first stage of executing the 2017 Master Plan. Our 
architects are currently working with the Victoria School Building Authority to get the most out of 
the grant funding. Building will start in 2018. 

 In first term 2018, the asphalt basketball court will be replaced with a competition-grade sports 
court funded by Sports & Recreation Victoria. The court will have line markings for multiple sports 
and include reversible netball/basketball hoops and light towers for night games. In exchange, we 
offer up the facility to netball clubs outside school hours.  

 
None of this “just happened”. There has been enormous amount of work by councillors and staff and parent 
committees. We acknowledge the great support we received from our local member, Fiona Richardson who 
passed away this year. We are grateful to the Minister for Families and Children, Jenny Mikakos, for 
recognising the desperate state of our infrastructure and committing to upgrading it to get us ‘future fit’.  
 
Of course, it is not all about bricks and mortar! We are also are seeing a steady rise in educational outcomes 
of our children. Council has tracked school success against our Annual Implementation Plan, which identifies 
key improvement strategies. Next year marks the end of our current four-year strategic plan, where we will 
assess our performance from 2015 – 2018. This work is driving school improvement, with the aim of 
furthering student outcomes. For this, we are all indebted to the Allana, Paul, Katrina and every one of the 
teaching staff at Fairfield Primary! 
 
It has been a very exciting time to be on School Council and the Policy, Community, Finance and Buildings & 
Grounds Committees. Next year will be extraordinary. I encourage all parents to think about the great gift of 
TIME as well as how you think you could contribute to school life in 2018.  
 
I wish you all a joyous festival, time with friends and family and an enjoyable break from school and work.   
 
~ Alister Bayston, School Council President 
 

Community News 

Thank You Class Liaisons 

As the year draws to a close, FPS would like to thank all our 2017 Class Liaisons and recognise their efforts 
and time, which were given so freely. We appreciate your support in ensuring that communications 
throughout the year were distributed to your assigned class. We especially appreciate your assistance with 
our major events – the Fair and Art4All. We have an active parent community, of which we are very proud. 
Thank you! 
 

2018 After School Music Program 

Does your child want to learn an instrument? FPS offers an after school program for the following 
instruments: guitar, recorder, violin, flute and saxophone. Lessons are held after school on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please see the enrolment form for details and prices. To enrol in the program, 
please complete the form and return it to the school office prior to the end of term. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Dowell-Music-Program-FPS-2018.pdf
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Want a Table Tennis Table? 

FPS has a table tennis table that is free to a 
good home. This table tennis table is level and 
still very useable. Net, racquets and transport 
not included. If you are interested, please send 
an email to the school (attention Geoff 
McShane), or speak to Geoff McShane 
personally. This table will be donated to the 
first person who expresses an interest. 
 

Thank You Miss Sue 

Last month, Sue Fitzgerald or "Miss Sue", the Kindergarten Teacher at Alfred Nuttall Memorial Kindergarten, 
hand-delivered her last transition statements to FPS. For the past 30 years, Miss Sue has taught 4-year-olds 
from our community, and many of you now attend Fairfield Primary School. Sue clearly encourages a strong 
community connection as many of the school's regular parent volunteers have spent time on fruit duty (and 
committees)!   
 
Fairfield Primary School acknowledges and thanks Sue for her passion and commitment to the Early Years 
Sector, and we wish her all the very best for next year and beyond.   
 

Fairfield Farmers Market—Saturday 16 December  

As you are aware, the construction of the netball court will affect our ability to host the Farmers Market. At 
this point, we are unable to confirm the future of the market upon completion of the court. We will provide 
further information next year. For more information about the January Market, please read the 
communication from Melbourne Farmers Markets. 
 
 

STEM Experience 

 
This year, Fairfield PS was involved in a 
state government initiative whose aim was 
to engage more girls in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Maths) 
education. Across two days, a group of 
Year 5/6 girls visited RMIT to make robots, 
code them, 3D print objects and 
experience virtual reality. After attending 
the event, the girls reflected that they now 
consider science as something that is 
possible for them. 
 
Click here to watch the video created by 
RMIT that highlights the program.  
 
Following this experience, the girls 
planned an expo with the intention of 
sharing their learning and demonstrating how important STEM learning is for everyone. The expo took place 
last week for staff and parents. It was a very impressive event where the girls offered a challenge to those 
attending to raise the profile of STEM education. 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:fairfield.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Table%20Tennis%20Table
http://mfm.com.au/fairfield-farmers-market-is-on-the-move/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Daq4DMbxgeDhPz-A5ytN5INtNu4EMkjx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Daq4DMbxgeDhPz-A5ytN5INtNu4EMkjx/view?usp=sharing
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A Focus on Brass, Orchestra & Choir 

End of Year Music Celebration 

On Thursday at 5pm, the Fairfield Orchestra, Brass and Choir students performed their End of Year Music 
Celebration in the Old Hall. As always, it was a wonderful celebration of music, song and talent. The 
orchestra began with Rolling in the Deep and Carol of the Bells. Choir followed with Stereo Hearts, showing 
their ability to rap, harmonise and work as a group. The brass students – many new to learning their 
instruments this year – gave a wonderful rendition of Good King Wenceslas and Jingle Bells, led by their 
Thornbury High School teachers Sean and Marc. All the students came together for our very special 
combined item, Lean On Me. Samia, our saxophonist, chose Rudolf as our next orchestra piece. The choir 
finished with their very own Australian version of Christmas Everyday.  
 
We absolutely love running the choir, orchestra and brass programs at Fairfield. It really is a very unique and 
fantastic opportunity that our school offers to the students. It is always a wonderful way to work together in 
dynamic, multi-age and multi-ability groups. Thank you to the students for being so energetic and positive 
and turning up at lunchtime rehearsals! Thanks to the parents for all your support.  
 
Have a joyful break full of music and fun! 
 

 
 

 
 
Rosie Wositzky-Jones & Ursula Woods, Brass, Orchestra & Choir Coordinators 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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After a seven-year primary school journey, we say farewell to our Year 6 Students. Here are a few final 
reflections from our students. 
 

Graduation Committee      

Last term the Year 6 teachers put together a Graduation 
Committee. This consisted of eight people, two boys and 
two girls from each class. Our job was to organise the 
graduation. 
 

First we had to write an application to be part of the 
committee. Once the teachers had made the decision, they 
told us that Aryan, Chris, Charlotte and Sophie from 6A and 
Charlie, Hudson, Martina and Emily from 6B would be part 
of the committee.  
 

At our first meeting, we assigned our first roles. We 
surveyed the two classes on food and the class songs. We 
then put together a PowerPoint on food ideas and the 
setup of the graduation to show to the parent committee. 
Right now, we are in the process of making our yearbooks 
and creating a playlist. 
 

~ By Sophie G and Emily L 
 

Mad About Science Incursion 

On 9 November, Kartini from Mad about Science, came to teach us about coding and robotics. She taught us 
about what is classified as a robot and how to learn the basics of coding. 
 

We got given a robot, a group and a sheet. She gave us a demonstration of what to do, then it was up to us. 
My group was progressing really fast. Maybe it was because my group had already done coding and robotics. 
We had to program it to turn 160 degrees or go a specific speed and then stop at a finish line. 
 

I find it really interesting to learn more about coding and robotics. Technology really interests our generation 
a lot and I know that we all really enjoyed it.  
 

~ By Jaime N 
 

 

A Spotlight on Year 6 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Inquiry—Memoir Unit 

At the start of term three, the Year 6 students started a memoir unit. We were asked to write about one of 
our most “memorable” experiences at school. At the beginning, this was hard because we could not 
remember what had happened over the years. As we started to brainstorm, floods of memories came back 
as we remembered all the funny, interesting and life-changing events that had occurred over the years.  
 
The Year 6 students first wrote a memoir, then adapted it into a script, and finally into an extremely 
miniature film (two minutes). It was interesting reading and watching other people’s stories and learning 
about their experience at Fairfield Primary School. 
 
~ By Charlie C & Josh H 
 

Northcote High Speech Competition 

On 18 October after a long and hard selection, we were 
chosen as the two representatives for the Northcote High 
Speech Competition. We travelled to Northcote High 
School, excited and nervous, reciting our lines under our 
breath. Stepping through the library doors, we lined up at 
the top of the stage and the competition began. All of the 
speeches were interesting and intriguing, all exploring a 
different aspect of the topic, “Is art essential to life?” There 
were speeches about the Mona Lisa and Space and Aussie 
Meat Pies, and the judges had a hard time deciding. They 
came to a decision and we did not win a place, but we both 
had a great time and learnt a lot.  
 
Thanks to Ginger for supervising and organising us, and 
Minnie and Fran for supporting us.  
 
~ By Redmond M & Claire O’S 
 
 

Mathematics in Year 6 

This term the Year Sixes have been investigating a range of skills that will help them next year in high school. 
We kicked off the term with some revision of percentages, fractions and decimals. We worked out how to 
convert fractions into decimals and percentages and vice versa, then learnt about square and triangular 
numbers. We investigated ratios and chance by playing various games. 
 
We also did a bit of work on what the Greatest Common Divisor (or the GCD) is and how to find it, later we 
revised angles, learnt the six different types of angles and used a protractor to measure angles.  
 
The Year Sixes were very interested in the same-sex marriage survey results so we did a mini project about 
what surprised us, and what conclusions we could draw from the results 
 
During the last weeks of term we played beat the teacher as a warm up activity. We used basic algebra, 
which we can build on from next year. We finished off the term with learning about positive and negative 
numbers, how to add and subtract them, and use them with BODMAS.  
 
~ By Aryan N & Matilda H 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/

