Newsletter 18: Friday 17 November, 2017
Principal’s Report
It is difficult to believe that we are already into the second half of term four. What a terrific term it has been
so far! I am having many conversations with parents about the wonderful events and opportunities that
their children have recently experienced; STEM excursions, Solar Boat Challenge, Year 3/4 concert, science
incursions, fencing, Foundation Orientation, an orchestra performance from Thornbury High School – the list
goes on.
Alongside this, the students continue to engage in their everyday learning. Staff professional development is
focused on writing, ensuring that students know the next steps on their writing improvement journey and
can identifying how to get there.

Year 3/4 Concert
Congratulations to our Year 3/4 performers last week. ‘Cirque Du Fairfield’ was a highly entertaining,
creative and fun-filled event. The atmosphere in the auditorium was electric as the audience joined in with
our clowns, lions, naughty bunnies, magicians and vast array of circus performers.
Congratulations to staff for their support of this event, in particular to Rosie Wositzky-Jones, for directing the
school’s wonderful third concert of the year.
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Wellbeing
The school has adopted a proactive approach in the implementation of Resilience, Rights and Respectful
Relationships (RRRR), which covers eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning. This has become an
important part of students’ social and emotional skill development. Peta Fualau, a regional coordinator of
RRRR, is presenting a professional learning session staff next week.
We are also looking forward to hosting a parent information session
with Kate Wilde on Wednesday 22 November. I encourage families to
attend this session. I met Kate for the first time earlier in the term and
found her to be engaging and knowledgeable on a range of wellbeing
matters that affect all children.


When: Wednesday 22 November, 7-8pm



Where: Classroom 3AB



We request that you RSVP to attend this event.

2018 Planning
Staff are in the early stages of drafting class lists for 2018. Students have been asked to write down the
names of five peers that they work well with. We aim to accommodate at least one of these requests. Staff
will use their knowledge of individual students to help create class lists, ensuring a balance of abilities,
gender, friendship groups and room for social expansion.
Whilst recognising that staff are generally best placed to make decisions about their students’ future
placements, we are receptive to parent input about positive peer combinations for their child/ren (email
your request to Paul Wallace no later than Wednesday 22 November). Currently, we are in the process of
finalising our staffing for 2018.

Northcote By-Election
You will probably be aware that FPS is a polling station for the by-election on Saturday. Voting will take place
in the Gym, from 8am – 6pm with entry and exit via Fairfield Rd. There is a Farmers Market also taking place
on Saturday, which can only be entered via Wingrove St. There will be no access between the market and
polling station.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Staff Professional Learning
On Monday 6 November, we had our final curriculum day for the year. Staff used this time to work together
to examine the Mathematics curriculum, focussing on Number and Algebra. This professional learning
opportunity provided staff with the opportunity to work in both year level teams as well as vertical teams
across the school.
Teachers brought formal assessments and evidence of student work. They worked together to analyse and
interpret these assessments and samples, to match them to curriculum standards. Teachers engaged in deep
discussions about the curriculum and how work samples and assessment provides evidence of achievement.
The purpose of this work was to develop a whole school consistency around the teaching, assessment and
planning of our Mathematics curriculum. Staff then worked on converting curriculum statements into ‘I
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can…’ statements using student-friendly language. We plan to use these statements with students moving
forward to assist them with setting goals and to allow them to co-construct their learning.
Teachers found the day very valuable. This information will support the reporting process and guide their
teaching moving forward.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Community News
Mango Fundraiser
Our mango fundraiser was a great success with 112 trays of delicious Queensland mangoes ordered! This
has generated a total of $782.70 for our school. All funds raised will be put towards the development of our
playground.
Mangoes will be delivered to FPS the week of 11 – 15 December. Further details on how to collect your
order will be communicated as we get closer to the delivery date.

Darebin Safe Travel to School Survey—How do you get to school?
Darebin City Council is investigating what works well to make school journeys easier and safer for everyone.
Changes to roads and paths have been made around your school, but that is only part of the picture and
they need your help. As the person who makes the school run twice a day, come rain or shine, it is you and
your children that know the journey inside out. They want to know about your experience.
Please help Darebin as they try to improve the
school journey by completing this short
parent/guardian survey and the even shorter
student survey by Friday 15 December. It takes
less than ten minutes. Participants enter a prize
draw and can win a $50 gift voucher – just in time
for Christmas!


Click to access the Parent Survey



Click to access the Student Survey

~ Darebin City Council

A Spotlight on Year 3&4
Cirque Du Fairfield—Circus of Fun
On Thursday 9 November, Ivanhoe Girls Grammar saw the opening night of the fabulous ‘Cirque De
Fairfield’.
A privileged sold out audience saw the amazing talent found in the Year 3 and 4 area. Spellbound by what
they saw, the audience responded with ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs’; ‘très bien’ and ‘fantastique’. All unprompted and
spontaneous. From the opening ensemble performance to the closing French rendition of Robbie William’s
‘Let Me Entertain You”, the troupe displayed professionalism, talent and personality.
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Opening with 3B and their amazing juggling, followed by 3C with a hula-hoop spectacular and concluding
with 3A’s and dizzying display of coordination, the audience leapt to their feet to show their appreciation.
The Year 4 students provided laughs aplenty with their comedic acts. 4A amazed with a gymnastics
spectacular, 4B amused with a display of naughty bunnies and 4C thrilled with their circus send-up. Bravo!
Author, choreographer and manager, Rosie Wositzky-Jones, was called on stage to accept the accolades with
the performers.
Alas, opening and closing night occurred together. We will just have to wait for a return engagement in
2018.
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A Spotlight on Year 5
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
As one of their first steps of leadership for the school, 5A students have taken over the paper-recycling
program. We would like to acknowledge the Year 6 students and teachers who previously undertook the
responsibility—we know it is a substantial job.
The students began their roles by preparing and presenting speeches to the allocated classroom from which
they would be collecting the recycling bins. They reminded students of what can and cannot be recycled,
showed examples of how to recycle correctly and made suggestions for the use of scrap boxes. Most
importantly though, they shared a message to reduce the amount of paper each class is using. Over the last
five weeks, we learnt that FPS fills 12 x 120 litre bins with paper. As the numbers show, we are good at
recycling…almost too good. The reuse and reduce parts of the Reduce, Reuse and Recycle message are being
further encouraged by the students and staff.
In collaboration with Graham Keen (our school groundskeeper) and parent Amy Rogers, we have devised a
plan to reuse some of the paper put out for recycling. As an alternative, the students will increase the
amount of shredded paper donated to the local pet store, who reuse the paper. Thank you to Amy for
setting this up.
Any other suggestions on how we can reuse the paper is very welcome, as the Year 5 students are keen to
help reduce the amount put into recycling.

~ Class 5A
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A Focus on French
Bonjour à tous from the French room!
Term four has been a little spooky so far, with many grades enjoying a break from our regular learning to
look at some Halloween material in French.
In Years 1, 2 and 3, the long-time favourite song, C’est l’Halloween was revised and children played with
language cards and games to learn some spooky vocabulary such as; une fantôme, une sorcière, un chauvesouris, un squelette, des bonbons. We also looked at the meaning of the song, breaking it down into phrases
and key words.
In the upper grades, we had a look at a French poem, Va-t’en Grand Monstre Vert. Firstly, we completed a
listening comprehension activity, trying to translate and transfer what we heard into written form, and then
we studied the poem. We then made our version of the poem by creating monsters and re-writing the
verses so that it described our own monstre!
Now that Halloween has passed, we are looking at language variation, change, and the role of language and
culture. Students understand that French and English have many similarities as well as some interesting
differences. In the lower grades, we notice that some words are written the same in both French and English
but are pronounced differently. In the upper grades, we are beginning to discover and understand that the
French language is constantly changing due to contact with other languages and to the impact of new
technologies and knowledge.
Foundation students are enjoying their first French learning experiences. Lessons have been fun! We are
learning songs, actions and key phrases to help us to communicate through French in class.

~ Ursula Woods, French Teacher
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