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Newsletter 17: Friday 3 November, 2017 
 

Principal’s Report 
 
This week we had our first meeting with our 2018 Foundation students and their parents. We welcomed 
over 80 children to our school and from observations and reports, they are all very excited and keen to start 
school. Our current students were also excited to meet the new students, with many siblings peeking 
through windows seeing their brothers and sisters at school for the first time.  
 
Term four is a special time for us as all. Our Year 6 students are also preparing for their transition to their 
secondary school and some are already in the midst of their Year 7 Orientation Program. We look forward to 
hearing about their experiences along the way.  
 

Solar Boat Challenge 

Congratulations to the Year 5 solar boat teams for their fine performance at the recent Solar Boat Challenge 
at Scienceworks. It is very exciting for all when our students are able to participate in such events; they 
demonstrate not just their academic skills, but those important social skills of teamwork, collaboration and 
persistence in achieving their goal. We always remark on the adaptability and resilience of our students 
when they need to modify and change something in response to the situation. This year, the weather did not 
help any of the teams, so being able to adapt was an important learning for all. Well done to our teams and 
thank you to the staff, particularly Alison, Jenny and Aaron, who have supported them along the way. 
 

 
 

Professional Development  

This coming Monday our staff will be engaged in a professional learning day at the school. We will be 
focusing on our maths teaching and learning program and sharing our assessment practices across the team. 
Please note, if families wish to enrol in the OSH Club day care program, it is available at Alphington Primary 
School on that day. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.oshclub.com.au/oshclub/myaccount/Login.html
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Missing Scooters 

It is unfortunate to note but some children have had their scooters go missing. We would hope that this is 
always a mix up and that the scooters will be returned the next day. Could parents please check scooters, 
bikes, books, clothing, etc., to make sure someone else’s have not accidently ended up in your home. The 
owners would appreciate a quick return. You may just drop off any property at the office or at the bike 
sheds. 
 

Last Call for Lost Property 

We have an abundance of lost property that has been piling up for some time. Over the next few days we 
will be attempting to hand out all labelled clothing, but there is a large amount of unlabelled clothing.  
 
All uncollected property will be in the shelter shed and will be free to a good home on Wednesday 8 
November after school. Anything not collected will be donated. 
 

Year 3/4 Concert – Cirque Du Fairfield 

We are looking forward to the middle school concert next Thursday. The rehearsals sound fabulous and we 
hope that parents have secured their tickets. 
 

State Athletics Carnival 

We recognise the following students – Jasper Hopkins, Uche Ozougwu, Will Mooney and Angus Watson – 
who admirably represented FPS at the State Athletics Carnival. Will ran the 800m race and all four students 
were participants in the boys 4x100m relay team. The team ran their race in a time of 58.66 seconds, placing 
7th in Victoria. Congratulations on a top effort!  
 

 
 
~ Allana Bryant, Principal 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/cirque-du-fairfield-fairfield-ps-year-34-production-tickets-39210075391
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

2018 Foundation Orientation 

As we prepare for 2018, the school focusses on providing support to all of our students as they prepare to 
transition into their new year levels. Students who will attend Fairfield Primary School in 2018 as Foundation 
students began their school orientation this week. This was an extremely positive experience for all involved 
with students and parents having the opportunity to begin to get to know each other. All students returned 
to their parents after each session with broad smiles and reported they could not wait to come back again! 
 

Foundation – Year 5 Transition 

Later in the term, our students in Foundation to Years 5 will have the opportunity to spend some time in 
their new year levels to experience and understand what next year will be like. Change can be challenging 
and we aim to prepare students as much as possible for the change ahead. We hold two sessions for our 
current Foundation and Year 1 students.  
 
Below are the dates for each year level transition:  

 Monday 11 December: Foundation – Year 1 Transition (session 1) 

 Tuesday 12 December: Whole School Transition 

 Thursday 14 December: Foundation – Year 1 Transition (session 
2) 

 Friday 15 December: 2018 Foundation ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
session 

 Monday 18 December: Year 1 - 6 ‘Meet the Teacher’ session 
 
Today, you will have received a Compass communication inviting you to 
attend a parent information session aimed presented by Kate Wilde 
(pictured) which looks at strategies to support the resilience of children, 
and the importance of developing respectful relationships.  
 
All families are encouraged to attend the presentation on Wednesday 22 November, from 7 – 8pm. Please 
RSVP.                  
 

Professional Learning 

On Tuesday Allana, Aaron and I attended a professional learning session as part of the Curiosity and Powerful 
Learning Framework the school has been implementing over the last few years. This session focused on 
exploring different Models of Practice for teaching.   
 
At Fairfield Primary School our staff have been exploring the Whole Class Teaching Model as an approach to 
instruction. This professional learning day introduced other, research based, models of practice including the 
Collaborative Group Work Model and the Inductive Teaching Model. Each of these models focus on 
improving student concept attainment, as well as promoting important learning capabilities including 
reflection, thinking and reasoning. The aim is to build a repertoire of research-based models to ensure that 
we are catering to the individual needs of all of our students.  
 
Over the next 12 months we will introduce the teaching staff to these different Models of Practice and will 
explore their use in our setting. 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Kate-Wilde-Poster2.jpg
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KateWilde
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2018 School Fair 

On Wednesday, the very first Fair Committee meeting was held in the staff room. It was great to see our 
enthusiastic parents begin to plan for our fair next year. These events are always enjoyed by the community 
and take a great deal of effort to organise.  
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 5 December at 7:00pm in the staff room. We would like to invite 
all community members to attend as we will require many volunteers to assist with the organisation and 
running of this amazing event.  
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 

Buildings and Grounds Update 

Eastern Playground 

Over the last year the Buildings and Grounds Committee 
has been engaged in extensive work with SBLA landscape 
architects to develop an inspired concept for the Eastern 
Playground – the area from Kaan’s Winya to the 
Amphitheatre.  
 
The aim of this design work has been to develop a 
creative, imaginative active play area that is 
complementary to the Kaan’s Winya garden scape, is 
unique and reflects the character and values of the FPS 
community, and provides opportunities for outdoor 
learning.  
 
The Eastern Playground concept is stunning, featuring 
curved climbing structures, platforms, basket shaped 
play structures and landscaped grounds. The central 
element of the design was original, made-to-order 
structures to realize the vision. The concept brief has 
been presented to teachers, school council and the 
school community and is displayed here.  
 
Click the graphic to enlarge it. 
 
 
While $200,000 of fundraising has been allocated by school council for this project and the design has been 
met with great enthusiasm and support, the SBLA concept has been difficult, at this point, to implement due 
mainly to the costs of specially fabricated play equipment combined with landscape construction costs. 
Accordingly, the Committee has requested submissions from a range of playground equipment 
manufacturers seeking adapted designs and costs to implement the intent and vision of the design but using 
off-the-shelf play equipment. The Committee expects that this will result in a great playground within an 
achievable budget. Subject to the selection and tender process, it is hoped that construction will commence 
in early 2018.  
 
These delays have been frustrating, and the Committee – reporting to School Council – must ensure we can 
demonstrate best public value in return for the expenditure of hard-earned fundraising money. While 
$200,000 is not a lot to spend on a school playground (just ask some of the surrounding school’s how much 
they have spent) it does represent many volunteer fundraising hours. Accordingly, we plan to ensure that 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Playground-Redesign.pdf
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the community is proud of and comfortable with the outcome. We thank the school community for their 
patience while we apply the necessary rigour to the design and procurement process to achieve this 
outcome, and look forward to launching the new playground next year.  
 
We encourage families to read our Community Fundraising page on the FPS website as it outlines the 
fundraising expenditure and projects undertaken over the past couple of years. 
 

Environmental Sustainability Working Group 

A new initiative arising from Buildings and Grounds is the formation of the inaugural Environmental 
Sustainability Working Group. This group, reporting directly to School Council and comprising teachers, 
parent/carer and student representation will be responsible for researching, proposing and supporting the 
implementation of initiatives that reduce FPS’s environmental footprint. Building on programs already 
underway (such as energy saving from solar panels, monitoring and addressing water seepage, recycling, 
litter reduction and participation in the CERES 
Resource Smart School program) the Working Group 
will look at applied, policy and educational 
mechanisms to increase the environmental 
sustainability of the school community.  
 
The first meeting of the Environmental Sustainability 
Working Group will be held in the Staff Room on 
Thursday 16 November from 3 – 4 pm.  
 
This group is chaired by committee member Andrew 
Vance, who has already made a great contribution to 
sustainability both within the committee but also at 
the Fair and Art Show.  
 
We are calling for expressions of interest to be on the 
Working Group, which will meet every second month, 
so please register your interest and attendance.  
 
~ Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 

Header 

Join the Fair Committee  

The 2018 FPS Fair will be held between 2 –7pm on Saturday 24 March, pop it in your diary! 
 
The first Committee meeting was held this week and there are exciting plans with a new theme on the 
horizon. 
 
Come along to our next meeting –the final one for 2017 – Tuesday 5 December at 7:00pm in the staff room 
and get involved! Our graphic designer will be presenting the new look and feel at the meeting...we cannot 
wait. See you there! 
 
~ Christina Scholzhorn and Leisa Bayston, 2018 Fair Convenors 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/our-school/school-council/community-fundraising/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H8QH6D3
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Save the Date: Junior Athletics Carnival 

Families with students in Foundation – Year 2, mark your calendars for the Junior Athletics Carnival on 
Wednesday 13 December, from 9:30am – 12:40pm. 
 
This is a wonderful event where the students are placed into mixed age groups, based on the House colour 
and participate in a number of sporting activities, as designed by Year 6 students. We welcome and 
encourage all parents to come along and attend the event. Bring your runners – there is the traditional 
staff/parent running race too! 
 

Puppets and Narratives 

Following our exploration of narratives and storytelling, we began term four with an outstanding two-day 
incursion, where John from Don't Move Puppet Theatre put on a very entertaining puppet show and then 
returned the following day for puppet making workshops. Each child made a puppet using simple craft and 
some very sticky glue – you can see some of the puppets on John's website. The puppet theatre in the 
classroom has been well-loved so far with many performances of Star Wars and The Magic Castle. The 
children's narrative work has supported their ability to structure their performances, and they are now 
focussing on projecting their voices and adding backdrops or scenery to develop detail in their stories.  
 

  

 

 

Science in Action 

We are excited to be spending more time outside with 
these warm and dry mornings we have had. With the 
changes in seasons, we have been tracking changes in our 
environment. We have watched our small garden patch 
grow, noticed the strawberry blossoms develop into fruit 
and have been practising patience waiting for them to 
turn into plump, delicious, ruby jewels before picking! 
Hugo's father (a real-life botanist) joined us this term to 
help us understand the importance of bees in the garden, 
and we have been observing them, collecting pollen in the 
blossoms around the garden.  
 

A Spotlight on Foundation 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://dontmove.com.au/fairfield-primary-school-grade-preps-oct-2017/
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This week we have been collecting specimens, using the 
microscopes to look more closely at things in the garden and 
we are excited to see where this leads.  
 
Lola used the microscope to look at the fibres of her t-shirt:  

 I can see the microbes. They’re spiky and thin and pink. 
Some of them are round - Lola 

 
As well at botanical specimens, the children have been finding 
many snails in our lettuces. We have been keenly observing 
them, noticing their patterns and using technology to capture 
them in the wild. We have a small snail garden inside to 
observe them more closely, but we have discovered that snails 
are a bit cheekier than we thought!  

 

Exploration 
Foundation students have taken the skills and knowledge learned during Exploration outside at lunchtime 
and have some public service announcements for the school community that they requested went into the 
school newsletter: 
 

 It's not fair to kill spiders, it's our job to keep them safe because without spiders there's too much 
flies and other bugs. ~ Aidan 

 We don't kill spiders because spiders are part of nature and because spiders eat flies and insects. ~ 
Josh F 

 There may be spiders but if you leave them be they will not hurt you. ~ Grace 

 Spiders can live anywhere and their homes are the world, if you see them leave them alone in their 
homes. ~ Asher 

 If you disturb creatures like spiders, they can bite and you should look at them with your eyes 
because they are interesting. ~ Sylvie 

 
~ Foundation Team 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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A Focus on Visual Art 

 
We have just had over 400kgs of clay delivered to the Art Room! 
 
So, what are we going to do with all of this clay? Of course, become artists of clay or better known as 
ceramicists or potters! We are: 

 Investigating all the ways to handle, manipulate, model, build and sculpture with clay. 

 Squeezing, pinching, tearing, hitting, stretching, flattening and rolling clay. 

 Making balls, coils, pinch pots, tiles and slabs. 

 Adding, subtracting, incising and joining clay. 

 
As Foundation artists we are rolling balls and coils, forming our own pet rock and making an initial tile. 

As Year 1&2 artists we are creating textured tiles and decorating a pot. 

As Year 3&4 artists we are fashioning a sign tile and extending a vessel with coils. 

As Year 5&6 artists we are designing a dwelling, a building from slabs, complete with detail. 

 
All our work will be fired in our kiln, ready to be painted or glossed! 
 

 
 

~ Marjie Tkatchenko, visual Art Teacher 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Girls STEM Excursion 

 
Twelve girls, accompanied by Jenny and Alison, went 
to RMIT across two days to build robots, experience 
different forms of virtual reality and 3D printing. It 
was an incredible experience being in university labs 
and using university equipment. The students were 
able to talk to different kinds of scientists and 
discover elements of science they did not knew 
existed such as mathematical epidemiologists and 
graphic engineers.  
 

 “I have found out some things I didn’t know I 

was good at.” ~ Ciara TF 

 “There was something for everyone!” ~ 

Scarlett K 

 “Science can mean something different for 

every girl” ~ Natalie C 

 “If you think science is boring, it’s just 

because you don’t understand what it 

means!” ~ Arnika A 

 “This science experience was encouraging and educational.” ~ Molly S 

 

Literacy Support in Action 

 
To enhance the children’s understanding of the 
digraph “ch” I brought in two of my chickens –Polly 
and Kyoto who are Pekin Bantams. 
 
The students thoroughly enjoyed meeting them 
and discussing other “ch” words such as chips, 
chocolate and chin. 
 
After recess, one of the hens felt so comfortable at 
school, she laid an egg. Some lucky students 
experienced the warmth and delight of a freshly 
laid egg!  
 
This experience was enjoyed by the students. As 
younger students are learning to read and write, it 
can be helpful to make literacy connections in and 
around the home where possible. With younger children, it might be fun to point out street signs such as 
“Station Street” and wonder what the beginning sound is. Alternatively, students might like to make 
connections with other digraphs such as “sh” with experiences such as “shopping” or eating “sushi.”  
 
The next Literacy Support event for Year 1/2 students will be a visit to Fairfield Library on Tuesday 12 
December. We will be participating in a Christmas story time session and learning about the resources 
available.  
 
~ Rebecca Creswick, Literacy Support Teacher 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/

