Newsletter 16: Friday 20 October, 2017
Principal’s Report
It is with much pleasure that I welcome students, staff and parents into our final term for the school year. I
am also very pleased to be back at Fairfield Primary School after working in the Department of Education
central office over the last few months. My first observations were in seeing how much the children had
grown and developed during that time. In particular, the Foundation students are seasoned hands in the
school, and at the upper end, the Year 6 students have truly entered into that young adolescent time that
announces their readiness for transitioning into secondary school.

Thank You
I would like to acknowledge and thank Paul Wallace for his fine leadership and ability to continue to manage
the school in my absence. Paul has been ably supported by Katrina Lamers and all of the staff, who have
continued to ensure that the students at FPS receive the best of educational opportunities and experiences.
Students, staff and parents do not necessarily see all of the daily operations and activities that a Principal
does, but Paul has not only maintained the school, but also managed some of the complex decision-making
that occurs during the year. Thank you Paul and thank you to Katrina and all staff.

Staffing Update
There are some staffing changes that parents will need to be aware of. Gail Di Vincenzo is our new Business
Manager and for the next three weeks will be working here on Monday, Wednesday and Friday during the
transition from her other school. We welcome Gail to our community.

Term Four
Term Four is our time for consolidating our student learning, finalising assessments and preparing our end of
year reports. From a student’s perspective, the Foundation students have already been immersed in some
engaging puppetry and the Year 1/2 students are busy exploring biological science.

The puppet-making workshop was a great success

Foundation puppet show in progress

Page 1 of 6

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Year 3 students are going to Melbourne Zoo next week as part of their Science unit and the Year 4 students
have had their first school camp. Year 5 students are about to experience one of the highlights of their sport
program with a four-week fencing program and teams are preparing for the Solar Boat Challenge this
weekend. We wish the Solar Boat teams the very best and hope that the sun shines to charge their craft!

Some of our Year 5 Solar Boat Challenge representatives

Year 6 students have their special last term at FPS. With this can come mixed emotions and their teachers
and staff have been discussing how to ensure that every student feels supported and prepared for this time
in their education. We retain business as usual as much as possible, but parents please note that this is a
time when some of the students will be experiencing different emotions around ‘change’ and the ‘newness
ahead’. There are some steps that we have taken to offer parents and students some support with this and
Paul is sharing this information in his report.
We look forward to another wonderful term at Fairfield Primary school.
~ Allana Bryant, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Kate Wilde
We are excited to announce that FPS will be working alongside Kate Wilde from The Human Development
Workshop this term. This organisation develops and delivers a wide range of programs that promotes the
social development of young people as individuals, as responsible family and community members, and as
citizens.
Kate will run a number of sessions that a focus on resilience, problem solving and working together with
our Year 4 students as we have identified Year 4 as an important stepping-stone between the junior and
senior parts of the school. Kate will also run a parent information session on Wednesday 22 November to
help support the transition of students across the school (further details will follow in Compass).

Page 2 of 6

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Kate is an educator, counsellor and development worker with over twenty years of experience working with
young people, their families and communities. She is an engaging facilitator of parent/carer and community
forums and sought after conference speaker and facilitator. She also maintains a small counselling practice
working with young people and their families.

Year 4 Camp
I was fortunate to attend the Year 4 camp to Mt Evelyn last week; what a wonderful experience it was for
everyone. The students were a credit to the school in many different ways; they worked collaboratively,
problem solved and persisted whilst developing their independence skills. There was lots of risk-taking on
view as students took part on a flying fox, low ropes course and giant swing. A big acknowledgement to our
Year 4 staff and to the parent volunteers who made the camp possible.

SunSmart
AS we head into the warmer months, it is important for students and parents to be aware of our SunSmart
and Sun Safety Policy (updated May 2017). Key points of the policy include:


Sun protection is used during the daily sun protection times from September to the end of April.



All students are required to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears
(legionnaire, broad-brimmed or bucket hat), whenever they are outside.



The school supplies SPF50 (or higher) broad- spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen for
staff and students’ use. Students may choose to bring their own SPF50.

The school has Cancer Council Sport Sunscreen SPF 50+ sunscreen available for the students,
as pictured here. Parents may choose to send their children into school with their own SPF
50+. Please inform your child’s class teacher if this is the case.

Term Four Specialist Timetable
Please click to view the Specialist Timetable for this term as there are some changes from the previous
term’s timetable.
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Mango Fundraiser
Details on our Mango Fundraiser were sent out
earlier today via Compass. We are excited to offer a
fundraiser that is both delicious and nutritious! Order
your tray (or trays) of mangos by Monday 30
October. Each tray contains approximately seven
kilograms of Kensington Pride mangos and costs $27.
Place orders online. Delivery timeframe is 11 – 15
December, just in time for Christmas! Funds raised will be put towards our new school playground.

2018 Plans
If you do not plan to return to Fairfield PS for the 2018 school year, we ask that you notify the school office
as soon as possible. We are starting the planning process for classes, teachers and budgets and need to have
accurate numbers to facilitate the process.
~ Paul Wallace, Assistant Principal

Community News
Lost Property
Our lost property room is overflowing yet again with clothes, drink bottles and other assorted items. We ask
that families please come and collect any items that have been lost.
Any unclaimed items still in the lost property room by Friday 3 November will be either be put in the
second-hand uniform area for resale or donated to a charitable organization.

Heavy Lifting Equipment
Do you have the machinery that could move our large planter boxes from the Foundation area to a new
location? Either a small forklift or a hydraulic lift would be ideal. Please contact the office if you can assist.

Spotlight on Year 4
Mt Evelyn Camp
It was a very exciting start to the term for Year 4 students as they went on their first camp to Mount Evelyn!
The students participated in many challenging and fun activities that relied on them working together,
communicating and problem solving as a team. It was really exciting to see the students maturing as
independent and responsible individuals!


“I’ll never forget when I went onto the balcony in the morning and saw the sun rising behind the
trees because it was beautiful, especially because it was my first camp.” ~ Max, 4A



“One thing I learned was that teamwork always works out because we never failed.” ~ Michael, 4B



“The funniest moment was at the Wildlife Encounter when I was holding the frog and it peed on
me.” ~ Darcy, 4B

~ Year 4 Teachers
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Some photos from camp!

Focus on Physical Education
Welcome back to term four, I hope everyone had a wonderful break and the students have rested up for a
busy term ahead. Physical Education this term is certainly not slowing down—with the return of the warmer
weather, we have already taken the opportunity and will continue to take the opportunity to practise our
skills outside.
Foundation students will be looking into movement and movement routines this term as well as exploring
some minor games which will focus on teamwork and cooperation.
Year 1/2 students will also be discussing and practising teamwork skills. They will be working together in
games/challenges that promote positive ways of working cooperatively and solving challenges.
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Year 3 students will be spending some of their lesson time further developing their circus skills, which they
will be highlighting in their Year 3/4 concert performance. The remainder of the lesson will be spent
practising their striking skills – a fancy term for hitting an object with a racquet, club, stick, etc.
Year 4 and 5 students will also be seeking to improve their striking skills and have so far been challenged to
test their ability for one-handed strikes, used in bat tennis and tennis. The purpose of these tests enable
students to see improvement of their skills. These tests also give students a chance to pick an area that they
would like to focus on and improve.
Finally, the Year 6 students have a busy term ahead. During the first half of the term, students focus on the
concept of inclusion and how they interact with others in a PE and sports setting. The aim is to explore how
they can aid participation in PE and sport for everyone beyond primary school. At the end of the term,
students will have the opportunity to be leaders, role models and community-minded citizens. Students will
be set the task in PE of designing and refining sporting activities, which they will run as part of the Junior
School Athletics Carnival. This carnival is a highlight each year for many students from Foundation – Year 2
and is an outstanding chance for the Year 6 students to be leaders.
I am look forward to a big term of learning as well as a few events thrown in for an added fun bonus.
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher and Sport Coordinator
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