Newsletter 15: Friday 18 September, 2017
Principal’s Report
Art4All
What a wonderful weekend we had during Art4All. There was something for everyone; high quality artwork,
fashionable gifts, exquisite food, first class entertainment, a range of exciting kids’ activities, and much more.
Art4All allowed the broader community to experience the vibrancy of our school. There was a real sense of
excitement and enjoyment throughout the three days. Of course, such events are not possible without the
unwavering support of our parent community. There are so many people (families, staff and students) to
thank, that it is not possible to mention everyone within this article. We truly acknowledge the help with the
artists, gallery, artzone, stallholders, communications, catering, sponsorship, auctions and much more
besides.
Early figures indicate that this event made a profit of $50 000 which is a sensational achievement. We sold
approximately $45,000 of art in the gallery and $25,000 in the shop. Thank you and well done to everyone
involved.
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Parent Opinion Survey
The school has received the results from the recent Parent Opinion Survey. This survey was distributed to
100 randomly selected families earlier in the term. Thank you to all families who completed the survey – we
appreciate and value your feedback.
Overall, the responses were very positive, reflecting the great work that has been taking place at the school.
We have also been able to identify key areas for improvement.
Parents were generally positive about the education that their children receive, the engagement of the
learning and the enthusiasm of teachers. Parents also noted that communication between home and school
could be improved, and that the school could provide a greater diversity of learning programs.
This information forms an important part of our annual review.

Chess Program
This week we concluded our paid lunchtime chess club. What a terrific term it was. The students have learnt
so much from our chess coaches and have been applying their new skills to games at home. Throughout the
program, students had the opportunity to play against each other.
Congratulations to our chess champions:
Foundation – Year 2
1st place: Saul McArdle (1/2B)
2nd place: Alex Segal (1/2E) & Lewis Ridley (1/2D)
3rd place: Liam Craven (1/2A)

Years 3 – 6
1st place: Alex Crawford (5A)
2nd place: Henry Ridley (3C)
3rd place: Will Symons (3A)

Sustainability
We are excited to be putting together an FPS Sustainability committee. More information on this initiative
will be distributed next term, when we will ask for community members who may be interested in joining.
Watch this space.
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Student Free Days 2018
School Council approved the four curriculum days for 2018:


Monday 29 and Tuesday 30 January (Term One)



Monday 16 July (Term Three)



Monday 5 November (Term Four)

Term Once Start Dates 2018


Wednesday 31 January: Students in Years 1 – 6 commence school



Thursday 1 February: Foundation Students commence school

Grange Rd Level Crossing Removal – Update
Please read the September Area Update, which includes information about the closure of Grange Road and
rail service disruptions.

Happy Holidays
I would like to congratulate all of our students for a terrific term of learning in which there has been lots to
celebrate. I wish all of our families a wonderful two week holiday.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Celebrating a Memorable Term
This term has been filled with memorable learning experiences and community events for our school. Some
unforgettable highlights have been:


Rock Trivia Night



Art4All



Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast

Our amazing community and committees worked tirelessly to put all our events together. Thanks to
everyone involved, these were very special events for our school.
Learning highlights have included:


Foundation incursions with Beth Cregan to develop writing



Year 1/2 exhibiting their reports about historical artefacts



Year 3 having an open learning afternoon to share their writing and inquiry projects



Year 4 Clowning Incursions



Year 5 sharing their Historical Recounts



Year 5/6 Concert



Year 6 Fundraising event Help the Homeless



Many students representing our school at District Athletics



Book Week celebrations and Dress up day
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These learning events could not take place without organisation and support from our teaching staff. It is
exciting to see the fulfilment our students achieve from these events and the way it supports their
engagement in learning.
With so many memorable events, we hope that staff, students and community members enjoy a welldeserved rest over the holidays, preparing themselves for a bigger and better term four.

Home Reading Workshop
The school recently purchased a number of books for the Foundation team to add to their home reading
resources. To enter these books into circulation we need to; level the books, cover the books with contact,
stamp the books and remove torn/damaged books from existing sets.
The school would very much appreciate any parent assistance to help prepare the books for circulation. We
will hold a volunteer session on Thursday 12 October from 2:30pm to 3:30pm for any parents who are
interested in volunteering their time to assist. If you can help out, please sign up here.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

School Council Report
School Council held its sixth meeting for 2017 on Monday 18 September 2017.
Representatives from Hayball Architects presented a design update presentation of the development stage
for the masterplan project. School Council endorsed the design development. We will keep you updated on
the progress of the project over coming months.
The Community Committee updated the School Council on the recent successful events of the Father’s
Day/Special Person’s Breakfast and the 20th anniversary of Art4All. School Council formally acknowledged
the work and efforts of the Art4All Committee and its volunteers to make Art4All such a successful event.
The Policy Committee provided an update on the development of a community event policy. This policy is
designed to align our community event processes.
The Finance Committee proposed fee levels for 2018, which was approved by School Council. More
information on the fees for 2018 will be provided by the school shortly, to allow parents and caregivers to
plan ahead of next year.
School Council also approved a proposal for 2018 hirer fees for the hiring of its facilities.
There are three more School Council meetings scheduled for 2017, with plenty happening between now and
the end of the year to keep School Council very busy!
A reminder that you can access the minutes of School Council meetings, once approved, on the FPS website.

An invitation
Parents who wish to be involved in school council matters should keep an eye out for subcommittee meeting
dates on Compass. During these meetings, a range of topics are discussed in relation to policy, buildings and
grounds and community. These items are then taken to school council meetings. All parents are welcome to
attend the subcommittee meetings.
~ Kate Symons, Parent School Councillor
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Community News
The Fine Art of Bacon and Eggs
It never ceases to amaze me that the FPS community bands together to make our very small and very large
community events such a success. Our fundraising this year has contributed to new ICT equipment, expertin-residence programs and musical instruments.
After the fundraising success of term one – with the fun and magical music of the Fair to Remember – this
term was kicked off with the Trivia Night Rock Quiz. Parent/carers of FPS children fought off the winter blues
and dusted off the rock trivia cobwebs, during a carefully orchestrated night of fundraising and frivolity. The
celebration of dads and carers at the end of August was a great way to bring together adults with their
special little people. This event was staffed by a bunch of dedicated, if not a little frantic, parents trying to
get everyone fed with a trusty bacon and egg roll before the work/school day began.
The year’s fundraising activities came to a close following countless hours of careful, thoughtful and
thoroughly successful planning by the Art4All committee to bring us the 20th anniversary edition of this
school favourite.
Some of our volunteer base is moving on, plus volunteerism is not for everyone—fronting up to an event
with people you do not know or undertaking activities you feel you are not equipped to undertake can be
daunting, plus there are work, family, carer commitments which can sometimes make it impossible. The
most important part about these events is that the children of FPS get to experience and contribute to some
remarkable FPS community events, creating a sense of belonging that is hard to replicate.
I would personally like to thank the long list of donors, volunteers and local Fairfield/ Northcote/ Thornbury/
Ivanhoe businesses community members who have again contributed this year, we are extremely lucky to
have supporters who add such value to our events.

~ Jodie Palmer, Community Committee
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Lost property
A huge thanks to Olive Beaman and Julie Wise who spent many hours this week returning named items in
lost property to their owners. If you are still missing clothing, lunch boxes, sporting equipment and other
items, please check out lost property.

A Spotlight on Year 5
Science
During a busy term three, students of Year 5 have enjoyed some exciting, innovative and engaging learning.
In science we have been applying STEM (science, technology, engineering, maths) to our solar boat building
project. All classes combined to make groups, which have collaborated and problem-solved issues such as
resourcing, hull design, balance…and how to run a solar boat without sunshine!
Student quotes on the collaborative process:
 It’s a lot of fun and you get to know kids from another classroom that you’re not normally with.
~ Toby P
 It’s interesting to see how other people work. ~ Inez N
 It’s great to know what all the other kids know about science and engineering. ~ Amy C
Student quotes on Science:
 I’ve enjoyed learning about what we can make the boat out of. ~ Sophie C
 It’s interesting to learn about buoyancy. ~ Amy C
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Physical Education
This term in the extra-curricular Physical Education program, we participated in table tennis. We learnt the
fundamentals of the game, such as how to grip the bat, forehand, backhand and serving techniques. Each
week we played fun games that helped us improve and that everyone enjoyed. Over the four weeks, we
became better players and completed in whole class tournaments that highlighted some fine skills.

Writing
Throughout this term we have been fracturing well-known fairy tales to make our own unique stories.
Students analysed the original traditional tales, recognising the motifs that make fairy tales such a unique
genre. By taking these original stories and fracturing (or changing) these motifs, students have created a
wide variety of amusing, meaningful and engaging stories. Now in the editing and publishing phase, it has
been a pleasure to see how much the students have learnt in writing over the course of this year.
~ Year 5 Teachers

A Focus on Specialist Subject
Hello from the very busy performing arts room! This term has been packed with exciting events and learning
opportunities across the year levels.
Foundation students have been enjoying a mix of drama, dance and music in every lesson. They have been
learning how to copy rhythms and play as an ensemble on the percussion instruments, following conducting
cues and keeping in time with each other. We have been learning some new songs, such as the rocking
"Wombat on a Surfboard", and improvising different dance moves to the "Walk Around" song. Students have
been practising singing on pitch by copying the singing of a very cheeky possum. We have also been using
our listening skills to change our movements and behaviours when we hear changes in the music. Next term
students are going to be learning a very special song for the end of the year assembly - stay tuned!
1/2 C E and D students have been focussing on music with me while 1/2 A, B and F students have been
learning drama with Marjie. These groups will swap next term. After a number of weeks learning about
rhythm and beat we have begun our introduction to the ukulele, learning strumming patterns, chords and
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the song "The Funky Fish". The ukulele is an accessible instrument that students use all throughout their
primary school years. It is perfectly sized for small hands, and great gateway to learning larger instruments
such as guitar or playing along with other chord-friendly instruments.
After starting the term off choreographing dances, the Year 3/4 students have begun their very exciting
artist-in-residence clowning and circus program. For three weeks, the Year 3 students have had twice-weekly
circus lessons with Phoebe from Little Devils Circus, while the Year 4 students learned the art of clowning
from Liz Skitch of Westside Circus. This program has been a huge success with these age groups, with both
students and teachers reporting that a lot of fun and a lot of learning has been taking place. Students will
show off their hard work at the Year 3/4 concert, Cirque Du Fairfield, at the Ivanhoe Girls Performing Arts
Centre on Thursday 9 November.
Year 4 clowning quotes:


I learned that if you try something that you don’t think you’re good at it can turn out better than
expected. Liz helped me to build up confidence and to show the class what I was good at, it felt like I
was getting better at it every time I tried. ~ Lyra 4A



I learned that clowning wasn’t just about being funny, it was about being confident to be silly. Liz
taught us how to be ourselves. ~ Phoebe 4A



I feel inspired. Now I want to be a comedian. ~ Tom 4C
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Year 3 circus quotes:


I learned that I could work well as a group and independently. I thought it was fun because I got to
do challenging things and easy things. ~ Ava 3A



I felt very proud of myself because I gave everything a go. Phoebe helped me to do things I’ve never
done before. ~ Ewan 3A



I learned how to be more athletic. I thought it was fun because we got to do a lot of group work.
~ Teagan 3C

Year 5/6 students have wrapped up their enormous effort in putting on their cosmic production of Graeme
Base's Worst Band in the Universe. This ambitious project used the resources of the Musical Futures project
to allow students to choose their own instrument or dance role to contribute to their class item. The
students took on a lot of responsibility to choreograph their own dances or learn their own musical parts,
coming together to play as a band on stage. Our cast of main actors also committed to many productive
lunchtime, recess and after school rehearsals. The success of this production came down to the selfmotivation of the students, ongoing support of the 5/6 team, staff and school leadership, and assistance
from parent helpers. I would like to thank everybody for his/her contributions; we put on a fantastic show!
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Orchestra and Choir
After two successful Art Show performances, and opening the 5/6 production with a solemn space
ceremony, the orchestra and choir have begun working on their end of year repertoire. We have also been
fortunate to announce a number of new brass students who will benefit from fortnightly lessons provided by
Thornbury High. These students are provided with a trumpet or trombone, free lessons and a chance to join
the orchestra or Thornbury High band for performances.
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones, Performing Arts Teacher

Sports Report
Girls District Soccer
This Thursday, two teams of Year 5 and 6 girls participated in a district soccer competition. For the past five
weeks, the girls have been committed to improving and developing their skills, by training every Friday
morning. They were excellent team members, supporting and encouraging one another on the field. It was a
fantastic day, in which all the girls played confidently, producing some outstanding results.
Well done to all the girls that played!
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