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Newsletter 13: Friday 25 August, 2017 
 

Principal’s Report 

Sense of Community 

One of our school’s values is Community, and throughout August and September, there are a number of 
events to celebrate as a school community: 
 

 The Music Trivia Night was an overwhelming success, with many parents and staff displaying their 
musical talents.  

 On Wednesday 30 August, we host the Father’s/Special Person’s Breakfast. 

 It is all systems go for the 20th Art4All, which is only two weeks away.  

 Families are invited to attend our next Working Bee, which takes place this Sunday.  

 We look forward to hosting our Book Day on Monday 28 August – the staff are as excited as the 
students by the opportunity to dress up! 

 

Year 5/6 Concert 

Congratulations to our Year 5/6 students on their wonderful performance of ‘The Worst Band in the 
Universe’ last night. It was a truly memorable event with our students displaying their vast array of 
performing arts talents. Performing on stage to a full house is a nerve-wracking experience for anyone, but 
our students revelled in the opportunity to perform in this high quality production, displaying our school 
values of Community, Creativity and Excellence in the process. 
 
Congratulations to Rosie, our Performing Arts teacher, who was the imagination and ideas behind the 
performance. An acknowledgement to the parents who supported with costumes, in particular to Amy 
Rogers. Thank you to the parents who volunteered their time to support our musicians. Most importantly, 
well done to all of our amazing performing students – you were wonderful on stage. 
 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Art4All 

Art4All is only 2 weekends away and our parent committee now needs the help of everyone in the school.   
 
Things to do online at www.artforall.com.au  

 Buy your t-shirts (orders close on Tuesday 29 August).  This is your last chance to DO IT ALL. 

 Buy your tickets (Frank Woodley show, Gala Night, etc.) 

 Sign up to help over the weekend itself 
 
Things to collect/deliver (at the Art4All table near the office) 

 A bundle of postcards to letterbox (with a map) 

 A cake box to fill for the kid’s cafe 

 Classroom donations (check out the list and leave donations here) 
 

Grange Rd Closure 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, there will be a closure of Grange Road across four nights this 
weekend (9pm Friday, 25 Aug to 5am, Tuesday, 29 Aug). Further information and maps can be found here. 
View Grange Road traffic detours video. 
 

SunSmart and Sun Safety Policy 

A new SunSmart Policy was approved by School Council earlier in the year, and can be found on our school 
website. Students are required to wear hats that protect their face, neck and ears during the daily sun from 
September to the end of April. Therefore, from next Friday, students will be expected to wear SunSmart 
hats at recess and lunchtime. 
 
Families of students who have reactions to particular brands of sunscreen are encouraged to bring their 
preferred sunscreen to school instead. 
 
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Assistant Principal’s Report 

Parent Volunteer Sessions 

Rebecca Creswick and I ran two parent volunteer information sessions this week. The purpose of these 
sessions was to: 

 Explore the role of a parent volunteering as a classroom helper 

 Provide support to parents who wish to volunteer at the school 

 Discuss issues to keep in mind when working with children in classrooms 

 Provide an orientation to the Occupational Health and Safety Requirements of our school 
 
The sessions were very well attended, demonstrating the strong home-school partnership valued by all 
members of the Fairfield Primary School community. If you do currently volunteer at the school and were 
unable to attend a session, the presentation will be made available through our website soon.  
 
In the future we hope to run further information sessions, providing more detailed information around the 
teaching of literacy and numeracy at Fairfield Primary School. 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.artforall.com.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GrangeRd-Closure-1.pdf
http://levelcrossingremovalauthority.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jltkihht-kyirlyhln-t/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/SunSmart_Policy_2017.pdf
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NAPLAN 

This week families of students in Year 3 and Year 5 will receive NAPLAN results in the mail.  As a school we 
receive a raft of reports that we can use to determine our students’ achievements and challenges. As for all 
schools, NAPLAN is one measure of a student’s performance.  As teachers, we are constantly gathering 
evidence in different forms, to assess the progress, achievement and next stage of learning for every child. 
We understand that learning is a continuum of concept attainment and that every child will achieve 
understanding at a different time, or stage, from other children.  Hence, the art and science of teaching is to 
ensure that goals are clear for all children and that all children are engaged in learning activities that are 
appropriate at that point in time.   

 
At a school level, we can determine our overall strengths and challenges across all programs. Below is a 
summary report of the performance of our students in Year 3 and 5 compared to the state performance. 
Year 3 and 5 students have performed above the state in numeracy, spelling and grammar and punctuation. 
The growth in student outcomes from Year 3 – 5 is significantly above the state in all areas.  
 
During the last 18 months we commenced some whole school approaches to the teaching and learning of 
writing and numeracy. We are also increasing our use of data to ensure that students’ receive a learning 
program relevant to their needs. These results demonstrate that this work is having a positive effect.  
 

 
 

 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Community News 

2017 FPS Music Trivia Night 

On Saturday night, the Old Hall underwent its annual transformation for the FPS Music Trivia Night. This 
year’s night of nights focussed on music awards trivia, mainly BRIT, GRAMMY and ARIA awards, with guests 
glamming it up to make the hall an even more beautiful sight. 
 
The night was another great success with our return Quizmaster Tony Moclair taking to the stage like a pro, 
giving James Corden a run for his money.  
 

Highlights 

 A table of ten Kate Bush’s dancing to Wuthering Heights  

 Fancy dress winner Mr Adam Ant  

 Ashley Naylor’s mind blowing performance of Pink Floyd’s Comfortably Numb 

 Ursula Woods and Atty Heale’s pitch perfect harmonies getting the entire crowd jumping with the 
Fugee’s Killing Me Softly  

 Rosie Wositzky-Jones invoking the spirit of Blondie during her stellar performance of Call Me   

 The return of Kerri Simpson to bring down the rafters with a belting Proud Mary 

 The Moreland City Soul Revue and Ash Naylor teaming up for a huge set of classic soul and rock,  

 And last but not least, the hardest rocking dad’s band this side of Northcote High – the Mean 
Average featuring Paul Mameghan, Geoff Reany, Scott Shaw, Rick Swaney, Jim Antonopoulos and 
Doug Galbraith.  

 
In the words of one quiz attendee – “Last night was an absolute blast… A room full of very happy people is 
such a great place to be. A night of hilarity and really great music, spent with friends- there's nothing better. 
There were so many great moments.” 

 

Thanks to 

 Tony Moclair for being Quizmaster extraordinaire 

 Tim Marmac for superb sound production  

 Mean Average for setting the bar even higher than last year 

 Ash Naylor and Kerri Simpson for lending their amazing skills for the night 

 FPS staff Rosie, Ursula & Atty for their sheer talent and enthusiasm 

 Moreland City Soul Revue for blowing the roof off the school – again! 

 Alister Robbie & the bar staff (Jodie, Nick, Dom, Briony & Richard) for their excellent service and 
quick thinking ;-) 

 Alister Bayston for adjudicating (more than we’d hoped!) 

 Aiden Farrell & Ash Michailaros for their invaluable operational support 

 Daniel Emeny for his projections  

 Sharon Parkinson for table Tetris skills 

 Tash Voller for helping set up 

 Nick Ross for creating the poster 

 FPS students, Kalam & Lyla 

 Sarah Moody and the FPS Office   

 Our sponsors: Casa Moderna; Jon Baxter @ punt road wines; IGA; 3 Ravens Brewery 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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A special mention also to Simone Briggs, Natalie King, Rose McCrohan, Olivia Beaman, Donna Schijf, Amber 
Loxton, Andrea Hunt, Paul Fairbank and Andrew Vance for volunteering to tidy up on Sunday. You were a 
wonder team that transformed the hall back to normal in no time! 
 
As with every Trivia Night, there has to be a winner, but as can be seen in the league table below it was a 
very tight race this year: 

1. Winning table – It’s Lynton’s birthday today 

2. Equal second place – I can C clearly now, and The Band 

3. Equal third place – And the winner pf the ARIA is…, and Table One 
 
It was a fantastic night and great to see just under 200 people rockin’ along to some great tunes. 
 

League Table 

 

Song List 

1. Crunchy Granola Suite 

2. Imagine 

3. Crazy in love 

4. Comfortably Numb 

5. Proud Mary 

6. The Man Who Sold the World 

7. Henry Lee 

8. Killing me Softly 

9. One Day Like This 

10. Creep 

11. Under the Milky Way 

12. Call Me 

13. Tomorrow 

14. London Calling 
 

 
~ Doug Galbraith & Mitali (Tali) Ross, Trivia Night Organisers 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Book Week Parade—Monday 28 August 

Got a book week costume in mind? We are celebrating the best of children’s literature on Monday 28 
August with a book character parade at 9:15am. Students are welcome to come to school dressed as their 
favourite book character. 

 
 

Join us for a celebratory Father’s Day / Special Person’s breakfast! 

We invite all Dads and Special People to Fairfield 
PS on Wednesday 30 August to share breakfast 
before school. Come along, from 8am onward, and 
enjoy a meal together with your children. 
 
What's for breakfast? 
We are offering two breakfast options. Each item 
costs $5.50. 

 Egg and bacon roll 

 Vegetarian quiche 
 
Place your order 
We request that Dads and children purchase their 
breakfast items by 7am, Monday 28 August. 
 
Click here to purchase your breakfast. 
 
On the day of the breakfast, have your ticket handy 
(paper or on your phone) so that we can serve you 
quickly. This way, you will have more time to spend together before school/work. There will also be a coffee 
cart onsite to provide the perfect accompaniment to breakfast! 
 
Volunteers needed 
We need a couple more volunteers to assist on the day. If you are available from 7:30 – 9:30am, (and have a 
Working With Children Check) we would love to have your help. Please sign up here.  
 
~ The Community Committee  
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
https://fpsfathersdaybreakfast.eventbrite.com.au/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084faea82faafd0-volunteers1
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FPS Working Bee—This Sunday!  

Join us Sunday 27 August, 10am – 2pm for a 
school working bee. Our work will focus on 
preparing the school grounds for the upcoming 
Art4All weekend. Please sign up to let us know 
you are coming. 
 
Children are welcome to attend; they love to 
help with the preparations and feel part of the 
community.  
 
A sausage sizzle will be organised to sustain 
everyone’s energy. 
 
~ Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 
 
 

Help the Homeless—An Update 

On the 17 August, the Help the Homeless committee organised a fundraiser. Our goal was to raise $500 to 
donate to different homeless services. When we counted the donations, there was a grand total of 
$1084.85! We more than doubled our goal. 
 
We have decided to make financial donations to the following three organisations and are currently in the 
process of establishing contact with them. 
 
Cohealth is centred on psychological safety. It offers reception physiotherapy, counselling, occupational 
therapy, family services, Health promotion, family and reproductive rights and outreach support services for 
people experiencing homelessness or at risk of becoming homeless. We have decided to donate our money 
to the Carlton North site. 
 
Melbourne City Mission has a broad selection of services including housing, employment, youth, health and 
wellbeing, programs and education, legal matters, and financial matters. 
 
Open Family (Whitelion) is a service dedicated to 
young people aged 10 to 25. It offers employment 
services, mentoring services, youth leadership 
programs, education and training services, 
accommodation referrals, food, material aid and 
referral pathways. 
 
We will be donating $361 to each of these 
organisations. Many thanks to the students and 
families that contributed towards this fundraising 
event. We appreciate your support. 
 
~ Red M, Minnie O, Declan S, Year 6 Organisers  

 

 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FAEA82FAAFD0-fpsworking
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Alfred Nuttall Memorial Kinder Says Farewell to Miss Sue 

Sue Fitzgerald, the Director of Alfred Nuttall Memorial Kinder, 
is leaving at the end of 2017.  
 
Miss Sue has given three decades of passionate and 
outstanding service to the Alfred Nuttall community. She is 
much loved by the children (many of them now grown up!) and 
their families. There is only one "Miss Sue" in Fairfield! 
 
The Kinder Committee would like to invite all past and present 
children and their families to say thank you and farewell to 
Miss Sue.   
 
Please pop in to the Kinder between 1 - 5pm on Sunday 17 
September. There will be a short presentation at 4pm.  There 
will be no cost to attend, but to assist with planning please 
register your interest.  
 
~ Fiona Leahy, Committee Member ANMK 
 

A Focus on Specialist Subject 

 
We have been excited by the presence of two professional artists in the Art Room! 
 
Alice Wormald has been our Artist in Residence this term. Alice is a visual artist based in Melbourne. She is a 
painter of collages and is influenced by the art of our profiled artist – Rosalie Gascoigne. 
 
Where Rosalie Gascoigne used found objects to create her art, Alice uses collaged found imagery and 
photographs as source material for her oil paintings. Both pay close attention to line, pattern, texture and 
form. 
 
Alice shared her own practice and her artistic journey. She supported and enthused all of our student artists 
to create their own two dimensional collage.  
 
Students designed, combined and positioned papers to form collages, reminiscent of Rosalie Gascoigne’s 
assemblages. Landscape images rather than three-dimensional materials were used. Pattern, repetition and 
line informed their work. 
 
All student collages will be on display in the Children’s Gallery, at Art4All 8-10 September. Viewing is a must! 
   

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/288615
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Anne Conron has worked with the Year 6 artists to create a work to commemorate Art4All’s 20 years of 
exhibiting community art. Anne lives and works in Melbourne, Victoria and in Stanley in North West 
Tasmania. She has taught students visual art and now mentors young artists. 
 
Anne's work utilises the format of the wunderkammer, or amateur museum, where made and found items 
are arranged to create a visual dialogue.  
 
Anne knew Rosalie Gascoigne, and shared her Rosalie stories, her own practice and her experience of 
assemblage. 
 
Each Year 6 artist created a box assemblage to commemorate an artist who has been either: 

 Profiled in the Visual Art Program 

 Involved in the Artist-in-Residence Program  

 Part of the Opening of Art4All 
 
Students constructed a small box from wood. The box was decorated and filled to reflect the artist they 
selected.  
These boxes will form a group work which will be initially displayed at Art4All 2017. The installation will then 
find a home in the corridors of our school as a gift of appreciation from the outgoing students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Art Teacher 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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A Spotlight on Foundation 

 
As always, the Foundation area is buzzing with the excitement of new learning and ideas. Students have 
been taught by specialists in their fields – firefighters and scientists – as well as learning new skills and 
concepts from their peers. 
 

Firefighters 

There was high excitement when three of the firefighters from Northcote fire station came for the first of 
two visits. They talked to the children about safe and unsafe fires (ask your child to identify the differences 
between the safe and unsafe features of these two pictures).  

 
We practised what to do in the event of a fire “Crawl down low and GO, GO, GO!”, discussed the importance 
of a working smoke detector, and encouraged children to talk with their families about having a safe 
meeting place (generally the letter box). We look forward to their return visit, when students will have a 
chance to see the workings of the fire engine and have a squirt of the fire hose. 
 

 

Science in our lives 

This term Foundation students have been thinking about how we use science in our everyday lives. They 
have each started a science journal, where they have recorded some of the science investigations in which 
they participated. Many of their inquiries have included forming a hypothesis.  

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/


    

 
Page 11 of 14 

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au  

What is a hypothesis?  

 “It’s like a question.” ~ Miley 

 “Scientists are trying to find out what happened.” ~ Josh F 

 “Scientists want to know what will happen.” ~ Lexi 
 

 
“The lid popped off! The bubbles are soap.  
Soap with oxygen in them. Maybe they got too 
crowded.” ~ Eamon S, FC 
 

 
“Experiments are something where you make a 
mixture in a bottle.” ~ Olivia R, FC 
 

As a part of this learning, students went to the Fairfield Library 
and met soil scientist and local resident Samantha Grover, who 
introduced the children to her book Exploring Soils: A Hidden 
World Underground. This has renewed the year-long intrigue in 
bugs and insects, as well as prompted interest in planting plants 
and seeds. Children have also been investigating the different 
kinds of soils found in the playground at school. 
 
Next week students will have a visit from a Darebin Parklands 
ranger, who will introduce them to mini-beasts of the aquatic 
kind.  
 

 

Swimming 

Some children have had the opportunity to don personal flotation 
devices at swimming, giving them an understanding of how to put 
on this kind of gear, and how to stay safe and move in the water 
when wearing them. Thanks so much to all of the parents who 
have been able to assist with changing the children before and 
after their lessons. We really appreciate your help – and hope 
that you have noticed the amazing growth all of the children are 
showing in managing their own personal care and belongings.  

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Family Reading and Exploration 

We hope that you can join us for Family Reading and Exploration sessions soon. While you will need a 
current Working with Children Check, there is no need to sign up – just come along and join in.  
 

 Foundation A Foundation B Foundation C Foundation D 

Family 
reading 

Monday 9-9.30am 
Thursday 9-9.30am 
Friday 9-9.30am 

Tuesday 9-9.30am (in 
FA room) 
Thursday 9-9.30am 
Friday 9-9.30am 

Tuesday 9-9.30am  
Thursday 9-9.30am 
Friday 9-9.30am 

Monday 9-9.30am 
Thursday 9-9.30am 
Friday 9-9.30am 

Exploration Monday 9.30-10.30 
Tuesday 9.50-10.30 
Wednesday 9 – 10.30 
Thursday 9.30-10.30 

Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
Wednesday 9 – 10.30 
Thursday 9.30-10.30 

Monday 9.00-10.30  
Tuesday 9.30-10.30 
Wednesday 9 – 10.30 
Thursday 9.30-10.30 

Monday 9.30-10.30 
Tuesday 9.00-9.50 
Wednesday 9 – 10.30 
Thursday 9.30-10.30 

 

 
 

~ Foundation Teachers 
 

A Spotlight on Year 1/2 

 
Our Year 1/2 students are continuing on their amazing learning journey this term. We have started the term 
with some familiar topics to strengthen our knowledge and some new challenges to stretch ourselves. 
 

We have had successful excursions to assist with our inquiry learning about ‘change all around us’. This 
inquiry has allowed students to ask many questions, including: 

 What is the past? 

 Why do things change? 

 Is change good or bad? 

 How do we remember our history? 
 
The excursion to Bundoora Parklands gave students 
the opportunity to see first-hand different aspects of 
life from 100 years ago. This included school life, 
home life, and particular jobs that were specific to the 
era (farriers and printing press workers).  
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Our local walking excursion to Darebin Parklands gave students the chance to understand how a place in 
their local community has changed over time. Thank you to families for helping your child to bring in an 
artefact from the past – watch this space to see our students create an information report and exhibit with 
their artefact! 
 

Numeracy 

In numeracy this term we have covered a range of topics. Students have been exploring place value, time 
(including reading analogue clocks and sorting the months of the year into the four seasons), fractions and 
interpreting graphs. Students have had opportunities to learn in a hands-on way with concrete materials or 
with the use of iPads or computers. There is a continual emphasis on students sharing their reasoning along 
with an answer – this builds their understanding and ability to transfer skills. 
 

Writing 

In writing this term, students have explored persuasive texts – these texts try to persuade the reader to 
change their mind about a topic. Along with the broad understanding of this genre, we have also been 
strengthening students’ use of punctuation, paragraphs, upper and lower case letters and the importance of 
applying our spelling knowledge. As with previous text types, we have discussed the structure required for a 
persuasive text – a heading, introduction, arguments/reasons and conclusion. Students spent the first two 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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weeks exploring this new text type, followed by three weeks for planning, drafting, revising, editing and 
publishing. Make sure you look out for your child’s persuasive text in their portfolio! 
 

Here are a few persuasive texts from our Grade 1/2 students 

Journey dolls are the best – by Isabel, 1/2C 

Journey dolls are the best. Wouldn’t you like to play with a super fun journey doll? 

Firstly, there are different types of Journey dolls, some a pretty and cool. 

Secondly, there are lots of different amazing sets. 

Thirdly, they come with cool accessories. 

Finally, they come with amazing clothes. 

Don’t forget next time you go to the shops, get a Journey doll. 
 
 
You should allow cats in the classroom at FPS – by Llewy, 1/2C 

I think you should be allowed to have cats at FPS. 

Cats should be allowed at FPS because they are ADORABLE! 

Another reason cats should be allowed at FPS is because they are interesting. 

In conclusion, cats should be allowed at FPS for all the reasons I have told you. 
 
 
Pop music is the best music there is – by Imogen, 1/2C 

I believe pop music is the best music in the world. 

Firstly, pop music is very relaxing. 

Secondly, it is very nice. 

Remember to listen to pop music a lot. 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/

