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Newsletter 12: Friday 11 August, 2017 
 

Principal’s Report 

Farewell to Con Karmis 

After nearly 17 years of service at Fairfield Primary, next 
Friday we will say a fond farewell to Con Karmis. 
 
Since joining the school in 2000, Con has taught Years 2 – 6 
and has been the school’s ICT and library technician. He 
showed his versatility this term by being our Art teacher for 
a week, teaching many days in Foundation and even working 
in the school office! 
 
We thank Con for his many contributions to the school. He is 
highly regarded amongst students, staff and parents for his 
dedication and professionalism. His cheery disposition will 
be missed around the school. We wish Con well with his 
future endeavours. 
 

Action Packed  

Many exciting events take place at FPS within a short space of time. 
 
Foundation – Year 2 students have completed their first three swimming lessons with great success. This 
experience enables students to develop their swimming skills, and importantly puts their personal care skills 
to the test. 
 
Year 3 – 6 students had a wonderful day at their House Athletics Carnival, and are to be congratulated for 
their participation and support of each other.  
 

This year’s 5/6 concert, ‘The Worst Band in the Universe’ is shaping up 
to be one to remember. Rosie has been working busily alongside actors 
and musicians during lessons and lunchtimes in preparation for the 
performance on Thursday 24 August. Click here to buy your tickets. 
 
Year 6 students have introduced a drama lunchtime club on 
Wednesdays. This is proving to be very popular, with over 50 students 
attending. This is another example of our Year 6 students taking action 
to improve our school. 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 

30% of randomly selected families received a link to the Parent Opinion 
survey on Monday. We encourage these families to complete this 
survey before 17 September. 
 

 

 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-worst-band-in-the-universe-a-fps-year-56-production-tickets-36677399088
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Welcome to Graham Keen 

We would like to welcome Graham Keen to FPS as our maintenance person and groundskeeper. Graham has 
quickly been put to work , spending today spreading mulch about the play areas—with the assistance of 
many students.  

 
~ Pall Wallace, Acting Principal 
 

Message from Con Karmis 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff & Friends of Fairfield Primary School, 
 
I will be retiring from teaching on Friday 18 August. It is 
with excitement I begin the next phase of my journey and 
with sadness that I leave the FPS environment as a staff 
member.  
 
Since starting at the school there have been many 
wonderful changes to improve our learning environment 
for the students in so many different ways. This 
happened due to the pooling of resources and 
collaboration of all members of our community. FPS has 
always had a strong communal orientation and I am 
content in the fact that like our past students there are 
so many opportunities and events throughout the year to 
revisit and reconnect with a place where I have so many 
fond memories.  
 
I would like to thank everyone at our amazing community for making it the welcoming environment that it is.  
 
‘It takes a village to raise a child’ (African saying). We have the FPS community to raise ours. 
 
~ Con Karmis, FPS Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Assistant Principal’s Report 

Reports and the Victorian Curriculum 

In your child’s last report, you will have noticed a progression point in relation to Capabilities. 
 

 
 
The four capabilities in the Victorian Curriculum F–10 are: 

 The Critical and Creative Thinking Capability:  

This part of the curriculum aims to ensure that students develop an understanding of thinking 
processes and an ability to manage and apply these intentionally. Children will build skills and 
learning dispositions that support logical, strategic, flexible and adventurous thinking and develop 
confidence in evaluating thinking and thinking processes across a range of familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts. 

 The Ethical Capability:  

Curriculum in this area aims to develop knowledge, understandings and skills to enable students to: 
Analyse and evaluate ethical issues (recognising areas of contestability), identify the bases of ethical 
principles and ethical reasoning, engage with the challenges of managing ethical decision-making 
and action for individuals and groups, and cultivate open-mindedness and reasonableness. 

 The Intercultural capability:  

Aims to develop knowledge, understandings and skills to enable students to demonstrate an 
awareness of, and respect for, cultural diversity within the community. To reflect on how 
intercultural experiences influence attitudes, values and beliefs and recognise the importance of 
acceptance and appreciation of cultural diversity for a cohesive community. 

 The Personal and Social Capability:  

Aims to develop knowledge, understandings and skills to enable students to: Recognise, understand 
and evaluate the expression of emotions, demonstrate an awareness of their personal qualities and 
the factors that contribute to resilience, develop empathy for and understanding of others and 
recognise the importance of supporting diversity for a cohesive community, work effectively in 
teams and develop strategies to manage challenging situations constructively, understand how 
relationships are developed and use interpersonal skills to establish and maintain respectful 
relationships. 

 
These capabilities are designed to be explicitly taught through the learning areas. To guide teacher 
assessment of students against these capabilities the Victorian Curriculum provides ‘Standards’ that the 
students work towards achieving at the end of Year 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 for each capability. If you would like 
further information on these standards please refer to the Victorian Curriculum website. If you have any 
questions about any part of your child’s report please make a time to discuss this with their teacher. 
 
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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Help the Homeless 

At this week’s staff meeting, three of our Year 6 students presented their ‘Help the Homeless’ initiative. This 
work has been driven by the students as they identified this is an area to make a difference. For more 
information regarding this enterprise, see the Year 6 Spotlight in this newsletter. 
 

 
Presentation to the staff 
 

Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast—Wednesday 30 August, 8 – 9am 

Following on from last year’s success, we will once again host a Father’s Day/Special Person’s Breakfast at 
school. To support this event, we would greatly appreciate any volunteers that are able to help with the 
organisation; this may include purchasing the food, setting up, cooking and clearing away. Details on how 
you can sign up will be available next week. 
 
Keep an eye out in Compass for payment details too. It is important that payment is made beforehand, so 
that we purchase enough food for our hungry hordes! 
 

Music Trivia Night—This Saturday Night 

The much anticipated Music Trivia Night is on this Saturday evening. Here are a few reminders for the night: 

 Doors to the Old Hall open at 6:30pm, for a 7pm start 

 BYO plate of food. Drinks at bar prices. 

 Entrance to the school with be via the black gate, near the Foundation Classrooms, on Langridge St. 
 
We thank in advance our willing volunteers who have offered to help clean up after the event. See you at 
school, Sunday 13 August at 10am. All volunteers welcome. 
 
We also recognise Cases Moderna, kitchen and giftware shop on Station St, who 
have donated prizes to our event. 
 
~ Tali Ross and Doug Galbraith, Trivia Night Coordinators 

 

Single Parents 

Attached is a flyer that gives information about a group for single parents of Fairfield Primary School which 
has been organised by a parent at the school. 

Community News 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Single-Parent-Families-FPS.pdf
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Level Crossing Removal Update 

Grange Rd will be closed between 9pm Friday 25 August to 5am Tuesday 29 August. Find out more here.  
 
Members of the Level Crossing project will be available to talk to community members on the school 
playground at 3.30pm on Tuesday 22 August. 
 

Save the Date: Working Bee, Sunday 27 August, 
10am – 2pm 

Join Us — All Welcome! Help prepare the school for the 
upcoming Art4All weekend.  
 
Children are welcome to attend too; they love to help 
with the preparations and feel part of the community. 
A sausage sizzle will be organised to sustain everyone’s 
energy. 
 
If you can attend, please RSVP. 
 
~ Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 

Help the Homeless Project 

‘Help the Homeless’ is a student-based project, centred on helping Melbourne’s homeless population. Our 
goal is to raise $500.  
 
Our challenge is to try and cover half of the basketball court with gold coin donations (paper money is more 
than welcome). The fundraiser takes place on Thursday 17 August. All of the money raised from this 
fundraiser will be used to support the homeless. We appreciate your donations. 
 
Alongside our main intention, we have organised someone from the Peer Education Support Program to 
come and speak to the Year 6 students and help educate us on what it really means to be homeless.  
We would like to thank Daniel Scoullar (parent of Rupert in Foundation) for his enormous help establishing 
contacts with the Salvation Army and the Peer Education Support Program.  
 

Daniel and the Year 6 organisers    Guest speaker – Joal    

 
~ Red, Minnie and Declan, Year 6 Organisers 

A Spotlight on Year 6 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/GrangeRd-Closure.pdf
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084FAEA82FAAFD0-fpsworking
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Cranbourne Royal Botanical Garden 

On Friday 4 August, Year 6 students visited the Cranbourne Royal Botanical Garden as part of their Desert 
Survival unit. 
 
The students explored the Arid Garden, the Red Sand Garden and the Dry River Beds of the Australian 
Garden to discover what makes Australian deserts unique. They learnt how livings things survived in the hot, 
dry deserts and the causes of desertification.  We were lucky to not only pot, but keep, 48 Golden Button 
seedlings. These seedlings will be planted around the school grounds in the Spring. It was an informative day 
and the students learnt a lot about desert survival.  
  
A big thank you to our parent helpers Narissa and Rebecca for braving the cold to assist us on this day. 
 

 
~ Year 6 Team 
 

Brimbank Park Orienteering 

The Year 3 inquiry unit for this term is all about Geography. Students are exploring the different state and 
territories that make up Australia. This is closely linked to the geometry unit in maths, where the students 
are being exposed to location, positional and directional language. 
 
During their orienteering excursion students developed their navigational skills using a map, travelling from 
point to point at Brimbank Park. 
 

 

A Spotlight on Year 3 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Poetry 

The Year 3 students’ writing genre focus this term is Poetry. The students are learning about setting the 
mood for the readers and the different text features that can enhance their writing, such as metaphors, 
similes and alliteration, among others. Here are a few samples of the great work produced so far.  
 

The smoke ghost 
Out of the chimney  
As though it was a black ghost 
Looking out of the orphanage window I am 
thinking,  
I wonder if it can see me.  
The birds flutter to get away as it comes to me. 
I feel a shiver, my window is open. 
As soon as it’s eye catches the moon 
It turns away from me. 
I wonder what its doing 
I know it wants to catch the moon 
I think, don’t go to another planet. 
I feel stuck  
In a lonely city 
 

Written by Ava W, 3A 
 
 
Caves 
Gloomy, mysterious 
Crawling, scaling, wading 
Squeezing through tight cracks 
Mines  
 

Written by Jeevan, 3C 
 

 
 
 
 
The battlefield  
A cold frosty morning 
100 meter long muddy trenches 
Bullets flying every where  
Shooting people dead 
Bombs going off.  
Brave men fighting for eight years straight 
Saving their countries. 
Shooting one second  
Another dead 
But to us still alive,  
Because they fought for freedom and have done us 
proud. 
We will remember them 
Those who fought in the war that passed away and 
still live  
We will remember them. 
 

Written by Kian, 3B 
 

~ Year 3 Team 
 

A Focus on Physical Education 

 
Lots of exciting learning is happening in PE throughout term three. The Year 3 – 6 students returned from 
the break and quickly got back into athletics practice to review the key points for shot put, discus, hurdles 
and high jump. This learning was certainly evident at our wonderful House Athletics Carnival with many 
outstanding performances. It was wonderful to see students giving feedback to each other on how to 
improve their techniques.  
 
With the carnival finished, the Year 3 – 5 students are focussing on balance and movement control. Students 
will be creating routines using static balances, dynamic balances and even partner balances. 
 
The Foundation and Year 1/2 students picked up their learning where they left off in term two, focussing on 
practising their fundamental movement skills. This term, the skills being practised are dribbling, shooting, 
passing, kicking, handballing, and striking. The junior school students are also practising their balance with 
one activity devoted to balance equipment each lesson. 
 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Finally, the Year 6 students will be focussing on feedback and how we can use multiple types of feedback to 
improve skills. Students have been challenged to choose a skill they have had little to no experience with and 
design a way of tracking their performance. They are also going to use multiple types of feedback to help 
them improve. 

 
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher 
 

District Basketball—Student Report 

On Wednesday 9 August, a group of year sixes went to district basketball. There were four teams – two girls 
teams and two boys teams. Everybody was nervous and excited to play against other schools in our district. 
At each game we all cheered each other on from the sidelines.  
 

 In the ‘Fairfield 1’ girls team, there was Indi, Kayla, Claire, Maya, Martina and Sophie W. They went 
through to the grand final and played against Bell Street.  

 ‘Fairfield 2’ girls, Katie, Minnie, Ciara, Siena, Zoe, and Annabelle M made it to the semi-finals and 
played against the best team and sadly lost. Even though the girls lost, they all had so much fun and 
would recommend it to everyone. 

 ‘Fairfield 1’ boys went really well. They were undefeated going into the finals, but sadly lost to Holy 
Spirit that ran away at the end. The team consisted of Hudson F, Gabe B, Gabe B, Josh H, Trent and 
Declan. 

 ‘Fairfield 2’ boys – Felix G, Red, Alistair, Lorimer, Harrison and Kon – lost all their games, but 
improved enormously throughout the tournament. A third of the team had never played basketball 
before, but showed fight in the last game. 

 
 
All in all, we all had 
fun, did the school 
proud and would all do 
it again. 
 
 
~ By Ciara, Maya, 
Katie, Martina, Felix 
and Hudson, Year 6 
Students 
 
 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
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Music Update—Brass Try-Outs 
 
21 excited students turned up to the Brass try-outs in the Music Room on Thursday. Sean from Thornbury HS 
ran the session, introducing funny mouth sounds and playing many footy favourites on the trumpet! All 
students had the opportunity to play and make sounds on the instruments. Each student put their name 
forward to receive free lessons with instruments provided on a loan basis.  
 
Unfortunately, we will not be able to cater for all 21 students at the moment due to the limited number of 
instruments available. We also have 10 other students continuing brass lessons. 
  
If you have an old trumpet or trombone at home that you are not using, please consider donating it to this 
wonderful program. In addition, if your child would like to learn brass and you can provide the instrument, 
they are very welcome to join the program. Contact the office if you have an instrument to donate. 
 

 
~ Ursula Woods, Orchestra, Brass and Choir Coordinator 
 

Art4All News 

 
It’s less than a month until Art4All and it is getting exciting. The first round of t-shirts have arrived and you 
can still order in the second round.  Cost is $24 or... ‘Do It All’ for $50. With this package you get your t-shirt, 
a wristband for the ARTzone, a ticket to the show and lunch from the kids cafe. No need to spend another 
cent on your child for them to enjoy every aspect of family day AND get a great t-shirt! 
 

Buy your Gala Evening Ticket 

On Saturday 9 September, come along to our fabulous Gala Evening featuring great Melbourne art and 
delicious canapés all evening (catered by Kim Berkers).  Enjoy our pop-up gallery and shop, mingle with 
artists, have a laugh at the annual chair auction, share a glass of bubbles with school friends and more. 
Tickets cost only $25. 
 

Calling All Bakers 

We are currently looking for volunteers to bake cakes for the cafe. Please text Leanne 0411561420 if you can 
help. 
 
Book all tickets on our website www.artforall.com.au  
 
~ Art4All Committee 

http://www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au/
http://www.artforall.com.au/

