Newsletter 11: Friday 28 July, 2017
Principal’s Report
A Learning Buzz
There is a real buzz of learning around the school. I have had a number of conversations with students who
have explained how pleased they are to be back. After two weeks of holidays, the students have returned to
school full of anticipation and intrigue.
Many incursions and excursions have been planned to support this term’s units of work:


Foundation students participated in a writer’s workshop where they learnt about the ingredients for
an exciting story. On Wednesday 9 August, our Foundation students will take part in a fire safety
incursion.



Year 1/2 students will be visiting Bundoora Heritage Village on Monday 7 and Tuesday 8 August to
learn about how the local area has changed over time.



Year 3 students will visit Brimbank Park next Friday, to gain skills in reading and using maps.



Year 4 students have started making plans for their camp to Mt Evelyn at the start of next term.
There is a parent information session on Tuesday 8 August at 6pm. Year 4 will also take part in a
drama incursion next Monday to support their Inquiry unit on ‘First Contacts’.



Year 5 students have started exploring the mechanics behind solar powered boats as they work
toward the Solar Boat Challenge at Scienceworks later this term.



Year 6 students will learn about how living things survive in deserts at Cranbourne Botanical
Gardens.

Lunchtime clubs have expanded this term. The paid chess club sessions commenced, which has students
playing, listening, learning and occasionally scratching their heads. One of our Year 6 Community Leaders,
Krishan Gurdon, is running lunchtime ICT lessons for Year 6 students. Krishan has shown great initiative in
planning and implementing this program, with more people wanting to attend than he was able to
accommodate.

With such a successful return to school, we are looking forward to a wonderful term. Read the Assistant
Principal’s report in this newsletter as it details this term’s learning areas in numeracy and writing.
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Specialist Timetable
Click to view the Specialist Timetable for term three. Please be aware that changes will be made during
weeks 7-9 (28 Aug – 15 Sep) to accommodate Performing Arts incursions.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Next Thursday, staff will be conducting parent teacher interviews. This is a valuable opportunity to discuss
your child’s stage of learning, identify their future learning and discuss strategies to support them reaching
their goals. Please make sure that you have booked a time via Compass.
OSH Club:
 To accommodate the early dismissal, OSH Club will commence at 1pm on Thursday 3 August.
 If you would like your child to attend the OSH Club program, please book online.
Parent Consent to Walk Home Alone:
 We require written parental consent for any children expected to walk home alone following the
1pm dismissal on Thursday 3 August.
 To provide this consent please complete the Permission to Walk Home Alone Form. Responses are
due by the end of day, Wednesday 2 August.
 Children will not be allowed to leave the school grounds without a parent or guardian unless the
form is completed.

Grange Rd Level Crossing Removal
I draw your attention to the July update of the Grange Rd level crossing removal project, which details the
works, disruptions, and traffic changes for July and August.

Parent Opinion Survey
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is
an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample
of randomly selected parents at each school.
It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate,
student engagement, and relationships with our parent community. Our school will use the survey results to
help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd. It will only takes 15 minutes to complete.
The survey can be accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time within the
fieldwork period from Monday 7 – Sunday 27 August.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the
survey are anonymous.
For further information, see the Parent Opinion Survey details provided by the Department of Education.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Teaching and Learning in Term 3
At the end of last term teachers were given time to plan in teams for term three. Teachers worked through
the process of analysing data, looking at the curriculum and discussing the needs of their students to
determine and plan conceptual understandings, knowledge and skills.
The below table highlights some of the learning planned for each year level this term:
Year Level
Conceptual Understandings in Numeracy
Foundation Place Value:
 Numbers represent value – two digit
numbers are represented by groups of
tens and ones.
 Ten can be used as a counting unit to
count larger groups more efficiently.
 Numbers can be represented as partpart-whole.
 There is a repeating pattern of 0-9 in
the number system.
Year 1/2
Fractions:
 Fractions are equal parts of a whole.
 Fractions can be modelled in a number
of ways including: Area models, line
models, measurement models or
collections.

Year 3

Year 4

Fractions:
 Fractional parts are equal shares or
parts of a whole. The whole must be
specified.
 Fractions can be presented in many
ways.
 When partitioning a whole into more
equal shares the parts become smaller.
 Equal is amount not necessarily size.
Fractions and Decimals:
 Fractions and decimals enable you to
understand the parts of a whole
 Fractions and decimals have a
relationship.
 The ordinal number associated with the
number of equal parts names the part
e.g. 6 parts – sixths.

Conceptual Understandings in Writing
Narrative:
 There are many different types of
writing we can use to express our
ideas.
 Narratives are a way of story telling
that engage imaginative experiences.
 Narratives follow a structure.
 It takes time to write a narrative.

Persuasive Writing:
 Persuasive texts are written to put
forward a point of view, persuade the
audience to act in a certain way or
adopt a particular behaviour.
 Their purpose is to convince the reader
that the writers’ opinion is correct in
regards to an issue.
 Writers of persuasive texts use fact and
opinion and other persuasive devices to
convince a reader.
Poetry:
 Poetry incudes texts which convey
messages, moods, ideas, concepts and
stories, demonstrating the best use of
language. (Language is used to create
images)
 Poetry focuses on emotions, language
and sensory imaginary.
Narrative and Short Stories:
 A narrative is a fictional text. They are
organised in many ways and the
purpose is to tell a compelling and
entertaining story.
 Fiction texts may be realistic, that is,
they are not true, but they are
believable and stay within the
parameters of the real world.
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Year Level

Year 5

Year 6

Conceptual Understandings in Numeracy
 Decimal fractions extend the base 10
system of numeration on the basis that
‘1 tenth of these is one of those’.
 If the total number of parts
(denominator) is increased/decreased
by a certain factor, then the number of
parts (numerator) increases/decreases
by the same factor.
Money and Financial Mathematics:
 There is a difference between the
worth and value of an object.
 Money is a measure of value.
 Individuals need to plan how to use
their money.
 Accurate calculations are important
when planning and amending a budget.

Fractions, Decimals and Percentages:
 Fractions can be interpreted and
applied in different ways and contexts.
 Decimal fractions extend the base 10
system of numeration.
 There is a relationship between
fractions, decimals and percentages.
 The ability to convert quickly between
fractions and equivalent decimals or
percentages can assist when solving
problems.

Conceptual Understandings in Writing

Fairy tales:
 A fairy tale (also called a wonder tale) is
a folktale characterized by magical
elements, including people with magic
powers, supernatural beings, and magic
objects.
 Fairy tales: Have a number of recurring
significant themes, ideas and subjects,
called motifs (a struggle between good
and evil, magic, secondary or
alternative worlds, a hero’s quest, etc.)
Memoirs:
 A memoir focuses on a few
events/short period in your life.
Something that has had an impact.
 The details are vivid and the reader
gets a sense of the writer’s
feelings/senses.
 Memoirs usually contain a message.
 They are writing from the writer’s point
of view and in sequence.

~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

Celebrating Learning
Foundation Incursion – Write Away with Me
Last week the Foundation students were
captivated by Beth Cregan from ‘Write
Away with Me’, who presented a
storytelling workshop as a lead up to our
study of narrative writing.
The children discussed how good writers
write about what they know, but that they
can add “a little bit of magic” to take the
story from the real to the imaginary. They
learned how to tell a string story and
created a character for their own variation
of The Gingerbread Man.
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One of the highlights was the creation of a dinosaur, which Beth drew as she told his story. Ask your child
about their dinosaur character; Chompy, Roarasaur, Roary B. Dino or JoJo H. Green!
~ Foundation Teachers

Year 5 Showcase – Writing Showcase
To celebrate the wonderful work that went into creating historical fiction pieces, the Year 5 students hosted
a Writing Showcase earlier this week. Over 30 parents participated in the celebration of literacy, writing and
learning. Students were very proud to share their work with adults and peers; a hushed tone spread across
the classrooms as participants became immersed in the stories, set mostly set on the goldfields. We even
had some students come dressed up as the characters from their story!

~ Year 5 Teachers
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Sport Report – Athletics Carnival & Swimming Program
House Athletics Carnival
Blue skies and warm sunshine made a great setting for today’s Year 3-6 House Athletics Carnival. Eager
students rotated through a range of field (discus, shot put, long jump) and track events and joined in
cheering on their House group—Darebin, Diamond, Merri and Yarra.
The day was an outstanding success with many remarkable moments, including students who placed in
events, those that achieved personal bests and everyone who earned points for their house! We recognise
the spirit of FPS students who cheered on their peers, supported each other and tried their best.
A huge thank you to Geoff McShane for all his event coordination as well as our teachers, the Collingwood
Harriers Club and our parent volunteers. This day would not have happened without the additional parent
support. FPS has a wonderful parent community that is willing to go the extra mile in support of our pupils.
Stay tuned for the breakdown of House points in our next newsletter!
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Learn to Swim Program
Today, groups of excited Foundation, Year 1 and
2 students boarded the buses bound for
Ivanhoe Aquatic Centre for the first of eight
learn to swim sessions. The first lesson saw the
grouping of children into ability levels and the
commencement of instruction. Students were
eager to get in the water and enjoyed their
lesson.
We thank our parent volunteers who helped
with changing children. All socks seems to have
found their rightful owners! If you do wish to
volunteer for subsequent lessons, and have a
Working With Children Check, please sign up.
~ Geoff McShane, Sport Coordinator

Celebrating Literacy at FPS
Book Parade and Activity Day: Wednesday 24 August
To celebrate Book Week and the announcement of the Children’s Book Council of Australia Book of the
Year winners, we will be holding our annual Book Character Parade on Monday 28 August. We know that
students like to deliberate, design and create their costumes, so mark your calendar accordingly.

Save the Dates: Scholastic Book Fair: 16–18 August
Each year, as part of our Book Week celebrations, we have a Book Fair at Fairfield Primary School.
Scholastic Books provide a range of books and stationery for children to browse and purchase, ranging in
cost from around $1 – $20. The school receives a proportion of all sales, and we use this money to
supplement our library collection. The fair runs over three days and will be held in the Old Hall:




Wednesday 16 August, from 3:30 – 4pm
Thursday 17 August, from 8:30 - 8:50am; 3:30 – 4:00pm
Friday 18 August, from, 8:30 - 8:50am; 3:30 – 4:00pm

Art4All: 8-10 September 2017
Our 20th Year—Join Us!
This year is a special year for Art4All and
we are very excited to make the event
even bigger and better than previous
years…if that is possible! We have a super
organised, friendly and relaxed committee
who would LOVE to make new friends (and
enlist some more help!)
So, if you are interested PLEASE contact us
and come to our next meeting, scheduled for Wednesday 2 August, from 7:30pm in the Art Room.
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Things you could do:
 Help our coordinator organise the ARTZONE for the children on Family Day – Sunday 10 August.


Be the contact for the performers who hold a show on Family Day.



Organise our volunteer roster.

If you can assist, or have a great idea, please contact Leanne Coughlin (M: 0411561420) or talk to art teacher
Marjie Tkatchenko.

Artist Applications Close Sunday 31 August
Are YOU (or do you know) an amateur, well-known or collectable artist or bespoke maker who would like to
exhibit in this year’s show? If so, please apply at www.artforall.com.au to be part of our gallery or gallery
shop. Applications close on 13 August.

Great News: Deadline for T-Shirt Orders has been Extended!
Help us publicise Art4All AND look cool and groovy! Buy you t-shirts! Place
your order by Monday 31 July.


T-shirts are $24 each, or purchase the DO IT ALL package for $50
(t-shirt, ARTzone, performance and lunch)



Go to our website for details: www.artforall.com.au.

Follow Us—Share the Love in the Digital World!



Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FPSArt4All/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/ARTFORALL_FPS/

Thanks to Our Sponsors!
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