Newsletter 9: Friday 9 June, 2017
Principal’s Report
Beyond the Classroom
Specialist Showcase
We have had an eventful and exciting two weeks at FPS. Last Thursday we hosted a Specialist Showcase,
where our specialist teachers shared and demonstrated the Physical Education, Visual Arts, Performing Arts
and French programs to prospective new families to the school.

FPS Supporting Thornbury High School
On Tuesday, I was fortunate to watch our school orchestra and brass students perform alongside Thornbury
High School. This was a terrific opportunity for our musicians to showcase their talents to a wider audience—
The Furlan Club was packed to capacity! Congratulations to the students for representing the school with
such accomplishment, and an acknowledgement to Ursula Woods and Rosie Wositzky-Jones for their
support and guidance.
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Opera Performance
Continuing with the Performing Arts theme, all of our students were treated to a performance of the The
Magic Flute by Opera Australia. I had a number of conversations with students who explained how much
they enjoyed this experience.
Tournament of Minds
On Wednesday, we hosted a parent information session for the Year 5 and 6 students taking part in
Tournament of Minds. This is an opportunity for students to apply a number of skills, including critical and
creative thinking, problem solving and collaborating, in an alternative and challenging setting.

Wellbeing
At FPS we provide a number of opportunities for students to develop their personal and social capabilities.
This work supports students in becoming creative and confident individuals with a sense of self-worth, selfawareness and personal identity that enables them to manage their emotional wellbeing. On a social level, it
helps students to form and maintain healthy relationships. We achieve this through explicit lessons,
including BounceBack!, Community Circles and Socratic Circles.
Teachers also strive to find opportunities through other areas of the curriculum to enable students to:
 Recognise and understand the expression of emotions.
 Demonstrate an awareness of their personal qualities and the factors that contribute to resilience.
 Understand how relationships are developed and use interpersonal skills to establish and maintain
respectful relationships.
 Work effectively in teams and develop strategies to manage challenging situations constructively.
The school is exploring the implementation of the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships program,
introduced by the Department in 2016.
This work covers eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning:


Emotional Literacy



Stress Management



Personal Strengths



Help-Seeking



Positive Coping



Gender And Identity



Problem Solving



Positive Gender Relations

We will share information about this work throughout the year via the school newsletter.

Student Support Services
I am often asked about the student support services that we have available at FPS. These services are
provided to the school on an ‘as needed’ basis. We have access to a speech pathologist for half a day a week,
and a school psychologist for half a day a week.
This limited amount of time is used to carry out assessments (e.g. speech and language, cognitive, academic)
and to provide feedback to staff and families on the results and recommendations from the assessments.
There is a referral process for students to work alongside a Students Support Service Officer (SSSO). Teachers
and parents discuss the specific learning needs of a child, which may not be easily catered for within the
ordinary classroom setting. The referral will then be considered and determined by a SSSO.
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Farewell to Chris Ady
This week we said goodbye to our cleaner of ten years, Chris Ady.
Throughout her time at FPS, Chris has been dedicated to her work, taking
great pride in the presentation of the school.
We thank Chris for her contributions to FPS and wish her well in her future
endeavours.

2018 Foundation Enrolment
If you wish to enrol your child in Foundation next year, please hand in the
enrolment form to the office by the end of Term Two, Friday 30 June. This
will allow us to plan our classes and staffing for 2018.
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Science at Fairfield Primary School
Later this term, six Year 5/6 girls will have the exciting opportunity to work with lecturers and pre-service
teachers from RMIT in the area of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics). They will have
access to the university facilities to explore science concepts.
This work forms part of the school’s commitment to providing an engaging and purposeful science program.
Science is one of the key learning areas addressed in the Victorian Curriculum. As a result, we implement a
Science Curriculum biannually in every year group, as mapped out below:
Year
Year 1/2

Term
Term 2

Scientific Concept

Year 1/2

Term 4

Students will examine content related to biological science.

Year 3

Term 2

Biological Science: Students have explored living things and how they relate to
each other and the environment in order to survive.

Year 3

Term 4

Students will explore content related to chemical science.

Year 4

Term 2

Earth and Space Sciences: Students have explored the position of the earth and
how this impacts our planet.

Year 4

Term 4

Students will explore elements of physical science.

Year 5

Term 1

Chemical Science: Students discovered how solids, liquids and gasses react and
change in different circumstances.

Year 5

Term 3

Students will engage in a ‘Solar Boat Challenge’ to discover more about physical
sciences.

Year 6

Term 2

Earth and Space Sciences: Students have examined the impact of human activity
on the earth.

Year 6

Term 3

Students will explore content within biological sciences

Physical Science: Students have incorporated design and technology to explore the
way objects move and different forces.
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Science provides a way of answering interesting and important questions about our biological, physical and
technological world. When planning units of work, teachers identify opportunities to incorporate Theories of
Action–Learning Intentions, Connecting Feedback to Data and Higher Order Questioning. Teachers also
seek to develop the learner skills of reflection, inquiry, risk taking and thinking. It is exciting to incorporate
these science inquiry skills and understandings into our school curriculum.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

A Spotlight on Year 3
So, what have the Year 3 students been up to lately? Where to start? Term two has been go, go, go.
Students have started a new Inquiry unit, sat NAPLAN, worked on chance and length in Mathematics, and
everything in between.

Inquiry
Our Inquiry unit “Animals, Adaptations and Habitats” started with a trip to the Melbourne Zoo. The students
were immediately engaged in the day’s activities. A lesson about endangered species, an aboriginal
dreamtime story about eagles, crows and swans (as noted by one student, all football teams) and a visit to
the zoo classroom. We were lucky enough to see many animals and everyone had a favourite!

Mathematics
Our Chance learning focussed on the understanding of terminology—certain, possible, impossible, etc. One
way to show our understanding was record ideas that might be one or the other.
For example:
 It is possible that Collingwood will win a grand final sometime in the future.
 It is impossible to pull a red marble from a bag of yellow marbles.

Page 4 of 10

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Next, we have started talking about Length using informal and formal units of measurement. Using a variety
of objects, students measured the length and width of their feet, shoes on of course…or at least socks.

Writing—Narratives, Recounts and Persuasive Texts
Narratives, recounts and persuasive texts—each style of writing is unique. Year 3 students have worked on
the skills, techniques and text requirements of all three.
Inspired by the zoo excursion, students wrote recounts of their day. The results were both informative and
creative. Students have also authored information reports as part of their Inquiry unit.

Narrative texts proved to be popular too.
“Wanted” (a short extract of a much longer piece)
The black car with the clown in it raced through the silent streets. I saw it through my window. I hid
under my bed because I saw a sign on a post. It said “Wanted. A clown at a…”
I couldn’t read all of it though, because the manager of the orphanage turned out the lights so it went
dark.
That was the clown who I saw at a birthday party and who still hunts me down because I laughed at him.
I felt so, so, soooo sorry, his face filled with horror.”
~ Written by Romy L, 3B
~ Year 3 Teachers
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A Focus on Specialist Subject
Rosalie Gascoigne is Here!
In Visual Arts we have been mesmerized by the distinctive artistic style of Rosalie Gascoigne (1917-1999).
Rosalie is one of Australia’s first female artists recognised internationally. She is an assemblage artist, with
the magical ability to create beautiful works from discarded and weathered materials.
The magic of Rosalie is in every student artist! We have been going Rosalie Gascoigne! Not only have we
been excited to create our own interpretations of her assemblages, we are also collecting, finding,
rummaging and gathering in true Rosalie Gascoigne spirit!
Just look at the drawers we have collected for our Year 5 Artists! Thank you to all the ‘Rosalies’ out there!

Can you imagine what type of artwork will happen within these drawers?

Rosalie Gascoigne’s Firebird, Fool’s Gold, Medusa and Landfall have inspired our other student artists. They
have been cutting, sawing, arranging, pasting and layering materials to assemble their versions of Rosalie’s
work.
Foundation Artists – Inspired by Firebird
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Year 1/2 Artists – Inspired by Fool’s Gold

Year 3/4 Artists – Inspired by Medusa

Year 5/6 Artists – Inspired by Landfall

We cannot wait to share our works with everyone. Watch out for their displays around the school.
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher
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Fairfield Orchestra & Brass Performance
A Fantastic Evening of Music in our Community
The Fairfield Orchestra and Brass students performed with the Thornbury High School bands at their midyear concert on Tuesday 6 June. The concert was held at The Furlan Club in Thornbury. It was a wonderful
night! The venue was absolutely packed—and there was a wonderful buzz of excitement from students,
parents and teachers.
Our Fairfield students were fabulous. We were so proud to see them playing along with the older students
for many popular songs including Au Claire de la Lune and Smoke on the Water. Our orchestra also played
one piece themselves, Be My Baby (Ronnettes), before joining THS and all the brass students for Twist and
Shout. Check out the short video (password is fps) of their performance! It was a wonderful celebration of
our community partnership. Many who attended commented on the high standard of the music and
recognised that Thornbury High school has an impressive mix of bands and ensembles that provide excellent
entertainment.
FPS students had a great night and enjoyed the experience, including being back stage, and performing in
front of such a huge audience! Well done to Natalie, Claudia, Krishnan, Zoe, Ethan, Katie, Esther, Oliver,
Alice, Emily, Felix, Hannah, Violet, Hannah, Matilda, Ciara, Pippa, Charlotte, Isobel, Aoife, Ava, Minnie,
Collette and Georgia! Thank you to Lauren for coming along to play with us! Also, thank you parents and
staff for your continued support. We are so grateful to work alongside Thornbury High School with Sean,
Marc and Ben who provide us with free trumpet and trombone lessons at Fairfield.

Page 8 of 10

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Interested in Joining the Orchestra?
If you are interested in joining the orchestra or learning trumpet or trombone, come and chat to Rosie or
Ursula.

Student Impressions of the Concert


“It was awesome! I liked playing with the year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students.” ~ Natalie C, 5C, trumpet
player



“We felt really small compared to their huge orchestra!” ~ Ciara T, 6B, flute player



“It was really fun but scary!” ~ Katie S, 6B, trumpet player



“I was impressed! I think it’s amazing that Ethan can play with the Thornbury High students”.
~ Sophie W, 6A, (audience member and Ethan’s twin)

~ Ursula Woods, Orchestra Coordinator

Chess Program at FPS
We are excited again to offer a lunchtime chess program, following on from the success of last year’s classes.
This is an optional program, offered to students from Foundation to Year 6 for 10 weeks, commencing next
term.
Program Details:
 Chess coaches from ‘Kids Unlimited’ will run lunchtime sessions at school (day to be confirmed).
 There will be 10 weekly sessions, starting week one of term three.
 The total cost of the program is $165
If you would like to participate in the program, please enrol and pay via Compass by Friday 23 June.

General News – OSH Club, Head Lice & More
OSH Club Holiday Program
The end-of-term school holidays are Saturday 1 July – Sunday 16 July. If you require OSH Club care for your
children, program details can be found in the Alphington OSH holiday program brochure.

Outbreak of Head Lice
We are experiencing a rise in the number of reported incidents of head lice, especially amongst our younger
students.
If you do discover that your child has head lice, please follow these steps:
 Treat the head lice, which involves removing lice and eggs (nits) from the hair.
 Notify the office that your child has been treated. The office will communicate to your child’s class of
an instance of head lice so that other families and check and treat. This helps eliminate a cycle of
head lice continuing through the class.
 As soon as treatment has commenced, children can return to school.
More information can be found on the Department of Health website and on this Head Lice Pamphlet
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Missing Scooters
We are appealing to our parent community for help to return two scooters to their owners.
 Black Micro two-wheeled scooter, which went missing during school hours. It is brand new and has
the child’s name on it.
 Red Razor scooter
Please check your children’s scooters. We are hoping they were inadvertently picked up and can be
returned to their owners.

Plastics Bags at Fairfield Village
A group of FPS school parents have started a campaign to ban single-use plastic bags by traders in Fairfield
Village. This campaign, instigated by the environmental concern of plastic pollution killing marine life, is
gaining local community support. If you wish to sign the petition, you may access it here.
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