Newsletter 8: Friday 25 May, 2017
Principal’s Report
Excursions
Throughout the school, students are clearly engaged in their learning. They are asking insightful questions
and collaborating with others to achieve their learning intentions. Units of Inquiry are well established, with
students making connections to their new learning. When planning units of work, teachers consider how
learning can be supported through incursions and excursions. Below are the excursions and incursions that
have taken place, or will take place this term.
Year Level
Foundation
Year 1/2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Excursion/Incursion
Flying Bookworm (incursion)
Inside the Brick (incursion)
Melbourne Zoo
Scienceworks
Science visit to Thornbury High School
Sovereign Hill
Discovery Dome (incursion)

We also look forward to hosting Opera Australia with their performance of ‘The Magic Flute’ on Monday 5
June. This is a whole school performance.
Excursions and incursions provide rich learning opportunities that cannot be experienced within the normal
classroom environment. They are often identified as highlights for students as they reflect upon the year.
Parent payments are required for the school to sustain these excursions and incursions. We request that any
outstanding excursion and sports levy payments be made by the end of Term Two.
The school is currently trialling ‘Sign Up Genius’ as the platform to recruit parent volunteers. This system is
being used for the upcoming Year 5 excursion to Sovereign Hill and will be reviewed for future excursions.

Year 5 Science Excursion
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Open Day
Yesterday we welcomed families to our
Open Day sessions. We request that
families wishing to enrol their child at FPS
next year, hand in their enrolment form to
the office by the end of Term Two (Friday
30 June). This information will allow us to
start planning class and staffing
arrangements for 2018.
On Thursday 1 June, we are hosting a
Specialist Showcase for 2018 prospective
families. We are inviting families to learn
about and observe our specialist programs.
The showcase will take place from 11:30am
– 12:30pm, in the Gymnasium.

Fundraising
Two weeks ago, we hosted a post fair meeting to evaluate ‘A Fairfield Day on the Green’. This was an
opportunity to gain valuable event feedback and to acknowledge the wonderful work that our parent
community performed.
At the meeting, it was announced that the fair made a profit of $52,000. This is an outstanding achievement,
which was achieved through the commitment and dedication of our parent community.
We are also pleased to announce that we raised $1,300 at our recent Mother’s Day stall.
In this week’s newsletter, you will read a report written by School Council. This report refers to the following
programs to be funded due to our fundraising:
Artist-in-Residence (Visual Arts):


For the Art4All 2017 Children’s Gallery, all students will exhibit a work influenced by the art of our
2017 profiled artist, Rosalie Gascoigne (1917 -1999).



Students will design, combine and position papers and materials to form a collage. Anne Conron,
who knew Rosalie Gascoigne, will share her Rosalie stories, her own practice and her experience of
assemblage.



Melbourne based artist Alice Wormald will expose her practice and share her artistic journey. She
will support and enthuse students to create their own two dimensional assemblage.

Expert-in-Residence (Performing Arts)
 Year 3 and 4 students will collaborate on a cross-specialist project, developing circus and clowning
skills with two experts in residence. After the expert in residence phase has ended, students will
practise and refine their skills, then develop them into their annual concert.
The school has recently received 60 new laptops, purchased through fundraising. They are a welcome
addition to our ICT fleet and will be supported through effective educational software and professional
development of staff.
The school is continuing to explore how the funds raised can be used to purchase musical instruments to
support the Performing Arts program. We are also excited to be working alongside our ICT technician, Chris
Kefalas as we work towards developing a green screen room.
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There are a number of other community fundraising events to look forward to and for parents to become
involved in. Information on how to become involved in these events will be communicated via Compass.


Trivia Night: Saturday 12 August



Art4All: Friday 8 – Sunday 10 September (there is a meeting for people who are interested in joining
the Art4All committee on Tuesday 30 May at 7.30pm in the Art Room)



Father’s Day Breakfast: Wednesday 30 August

Annual Report
The 2016 Annual Report is available to view on the school’s website. Parents are invited to attend a meeting
on Monday 19 June at 6.00pm – 6.30pm, where the report will be discussed and elaborated upon.

Attitude to School Survey
Next week our Year 4-6 students will be completing the statewide ‘Student Attitudes to School Survey’. This
year the survey will be online. At FPS we recognise the importance of students having a voice and being able
to provide feedback to the school. This feedback forms an important part of the school’s review process.

Curriculum Day—Monday 6 November
At last week’s School Council, approval was given for our fourth curriculum day (pupil free day). This is on
Monday 6 November (the day before Melbourne Cup).
~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
School Reports in Compass
This year Fairfield Primary School will be using Compass as our reporting system for the first time. This
means there will be some significant changes in our reporting process. We will no longer print out hard
copies of reports and send them home with students. Instead, during the last week of term you will receive a
notification through Compass that your child’s report is ready. You will be able to access the report through
Compass. This means you will be able to save an electronic copy and print as many hard copies as you wish.
The Department of Education and Training Victoria mandates that; reporting should include information
about the age-related expected level of achievement and that schools develop a five-point scale to report
how well the student has performed against the achievement standard.
To comply with this, Fairfield Primary will continue with our previous reporting five-point scale of A – E. The
following provides more detail about the meaning of that five-point scale:






A – Well above the expected level
B – Above the expected level
C – At the expected level
D – Below the expected level
E – Well below the expected level

To minimise the changes associated with our new reporting system, the layout and format of the report will
stay largely unchanged from previous years. We understand that this is a new process for our school and will
provide updates, where possible, to support our whole community through this process of change.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal
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School Council Update
Summary of 15 May Meeting
School Council held its third meeting for 2017 on Monday 15 May. To encourage a greater understanding in
the school community of the issues that have been brought for consideration at each School Council
meeting, there will be a short summary in a newsletter after each School Council meeting – prepared by one
of the parent school councillors. This is the first summary and you can expect to see a further six over the
course of this year.
At the meeting, Marjie Tkatchenko and Rosie Wositzky-Jones presented exciting proposals for two Artists-inResidence (to coincide with Art4All’s 20th anniversary in 2017) and an Expert-in-Residence during 2017.
School Council approved funding for all three proposals. Stay tuned for further details from Marjie and Rosie.
School Council undertook its annual review process of the framework in which it operates: Standing Orders,
Goals and Objectives, the Sub-Committee Terms of Reference and the Role of Secretary. Substantial work
has been undertaken over the past year to further develop this framework, which has contributed to
improvements in the way in which School Council operates. School Council also approved the Annual Report
2016 and the Annual Implementation Plan for Student Outcomes in 2017. Both of these documents are
available to view on the school’s website.
At each School Council meeting, the Principal and the Chair of each sub-committee provides a report to
School Council.


The Buildings & Grounds Committee reported on the progress of the playground redevelopment
plans.



The Community Committee reported on the outcome of the 2017 Fair, and School Council noted the
success of the recent Mother’s Day stall.



School Council approved a new SunSmart and Sun Safety Policy prepared by the Policy Committee.



An update on the use of the Wingrove Street land by the Level Crossing Removal Authority and the
status of the proposed new multi-purpose court were also provided to School Council.

A reminder that you can also access the minutes of each School Council meeting, once approved, on the FPS
website.

School Council and Darebin Council Representation
I am also the FPS representative on Darebin Council's ‘Fairfield Village Community Reference Group’
established to provide feedback on the masterplan and design guidelines for Fairfield Village and its
immediate surrounds. My particular focus has been to ensure that traffic and pedestrian safety issues,
including parking, are canvassed on behalf of the school community. I regularly update School Council on
this aspect. If there are any other burning issues you would like to raise with me, feel free to have a chat
with me in the schoolyard.
~ Kate Symons, Parent School Councillor and School Council Secretary
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Spotlight on Foundation
Curious Learners in Action
The Foundation area has been abuzz
with bugs lately. Children have been
collecting caterpillars, making
caterpillar playgrounds and becoming
more aware of the needs of the small
creatures who share our world.
Some fascinating discussions have
ensued! Look at the documentation in
the Foundation breezeway where
teachers discuss with students the
ethics of collecting and keeping
caterpillars. These discussions have led
students towards designing and
creating bug hotels – more permanent
and suitable places for bugs and insects
to choose to live.
A Bug Hotel

We have also experienced some exciting
performances on our stage; ‘The Three Billy
Goats Gruff’ has been a popular choice for
many groups of children, encouraging lots
of audience participation.

Storytelling and Drama

Some Foundation students
have been busy creating
books and a library,
complete with a borrowing
system! They are learning
about the roles of authors
and illustrators as well as
library staff and protocols.

The Foundation Library

Page 5 of 14

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Step into our dark room and see the black light,
with glow-in-the-dark playdough and paint.
Children have delighted in being in this small,
dark space with its intriguing ability to reflect
only some colours.
There is a café, too, with a delicious looking
variety of cupcakes and drinks. The ‘staff’ there
are always happy to help.

At the Cafe

Kindergarten Visits
To help to promote our upcoming Open Day, some
children who attended local kindergartens have paid a
visit to the centre they attended last year. It was fun
for them to see their teachers and reconnect with the
happy memories of those settings. Some interesting
discussions took place, with children comparing and
contrasting the differences between kindergarten and
school. Foundation students created a book for their
kinder friends, telling them all about the exciting
learning and events they can look forward to when
they come to school next year.

Fun at Kinder

Many Thanks
We appreciate the ongoing assistance of so many parents during Family reading and our Perceptual Motor
Program (PMP), and look forward to welcoming parents to Exploration sessions very soon.
~ Foundation Teachers

Spotlight on Year 1/2
A BIG Term Two—Concert, Decoding & Narratives!
The Year 1/2 students have had a huge term so far. The first few weeks were filled with serious concert
rehearsals, a new Inquiry topic and many strategies for learning.
Our concert production, ‘In Your Dreams’, was a big success. All Year 1/2 students made an immense effort
to practise their actions and words, which made the event so professional. The concert was another great
opportunity for students to further develop their speaking and listening skills, participate in group tasks and
enhance their sense of community. A big thank you to everyone involved!
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This term we have been zoning in on decoding strategies to use when reading. These decoding strategies
assist students to solve unknown words. You may hear your child talk about chunking, backing up and
rereading, or sounding out. We strongly encourage all parents to listen to their child read aloud on a regular
basis. Parents can also assist their child to develop their comprehension by asking questions about the text,
making inferences about the text and predicting what may happen next in a story.
Our Year 1/2 students have shown themselves as budding authors this term with our focus on narrative
writing. We have discussed the importance of the structure required for a narrative. Students are able to
identify the orientation, complication and resolution required for narratives. Many students are also now
noticing the structure of a narrative in their Independent Reading time. Students have been given the
opportunity to spend a few weeks planning, drafting, revising, editing and publishing their very own
narrative. Make sure you look out for your child’s narrative in their portfolio, which will go home at the end
of this term.
Here is a photo of students reading their final pieces to each other – there was such pride in their
achievements!

Here are a few narratives from our Year 1/2 students:


The Story of Em and Will by Emily J
There was a family they lived in a field of flowers. There was Em, Will, Foxy Mama and Grumpy
Daddy Bear. Em and Will were in the field heading to the playground when they saw a log in the
middle of the path. They tried and tried but they couldn't get to the playground. So they tried to
climb it and it worked and they got to the playground.



The Clone Wars by Harry G
The clones crash on Naboo because they get attacked. It was getting dark. They made a fire. Yoda
finds them. They are wounded from the crash. Yoda gets help. Then a monster attacks them.
Eventually a good Republic ship lands. They get off the planet to get safe.



The Attack of the Trolls by Hugo O
Once there was hundreds of soft toys and the main one was called Doggy. But one day when the
toys were having a party they got attacked by giant trolls. And they threw arrows at the toys. The
battle suddenly stopped. The trolls dropped their weapons. The toys put their hands back down. The
toys had to have a talk to the trolls which when they did the trolls turned good. So they had a party.
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The Football Game by Jack M
One day me and Hugo were playing football in the garden. Hugo saw something. It was a bee! Run!!
I said but Hugo got stung. I raced to get mum and dad and they got Hugo's shoes and gave them to
Hugo and then everyone was alright. The end.



Ava and the Friendly Dragon by Rosie F
On a warm summers day a little girl called Ava was in the garden playing happily making daisy
chains. When she finished making daisy chains she drew on the path with chalk. A big dark cloud
swarmed around her. Then she realised it wasn’t a cloud… it was a big DRAGON! Ava was terrified!
The dragon picked her up and took her to his cave. When she got there she tried to run away but
something stopped her. She heard that someone was crying. The dragon was crying. Ava said, “Are
you ok?” “No.” said the dragon. “I have no friends.” “Oh” said Ava “I can be your friend.” “Really?”
said the dragon. The dragon flew Ava home and they were friends forever.

Push and Pull
We have begun a new Inquiry topic called ‘Push and Pull’. This inquiring will help us understand many
questions including:
 How can objects move?
 What things affect how an object moves?
 Why do objects move?
We began the term by planning, building and testing a vehicle. After measuring the distance travelled and
reflecting on what did and did not work, students became very engaged in finding out how to improve their
first design. Students will explore the ideas of motion, force, friction, wheels and axles to support their
learning. Incursions with Inside the Brick are an added experience provided to allow students a hand-on
opportunity to explore these scientific ideas.
Here are photos of students working together to read the instructions required to build a pulley with Lego.

~ Year 1/2 Teachers

Page 8 of 14

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

A Focus on Performing Arts
Hello from the Performing Arts department! It was fantastic to see so many families coming out to support
the concert and share in the 1/2 children's delight last week. Though concerts are busy times, we have
continued to learn and explore in the performing arts room, and plan for upcoming projects!

Important Dates to Note




Orchestra Concert at Thornbury High School: Tuesday 6 June
Year 5 and 6 Concert: ‘The Worst Band in the Universe’ (by Graeme Base). Thursday 24 August at
The Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre
Year 3 and 4 Concert: Thursday 9 November, at Ivanhoe Girls Performing Arts Centre

Performing Arts in Action
Year 1/2 students have been reflecting on their performance experience, talking about the emotions
performing creates, and why people choose to perform.
 Before I went on stage, I felt terrified but when I was on stage, I felt like I was going to explode with
excitement. ~ Archie B, 1/2C
 When I was on stage, I felt groovy, proud and glad. At the end of our song, I saw my family clapping
loudly! ~ Mathilda L, 1/2D
 When I was on stage, I felt brave. ~ Verdasco H, 1/2A
 When I was on stage, I felt tiny and excited. It was amazing how many ways you can feel. ~ Penny P,
1/2D
Year 3 and 4 students have been exploring patterns in dance, especially influenced by the choreography of
the Hollywood director Busby Berkely. They have been considering how to make their patterns more
effective using cooperation and body control.

Shadowing Movements with Partners
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Year 5 and 6 students have been building on existing instrumental skills on the keyboard, ukulele, guitar and
most recently, our brand new electronic drum kit! In the following weeks, students will decide which
instruments and songs they would like to play for their classes' item in the concert. The battle-of-the-bands
storyline of Graeme Base's book ‘The Worst Band in the Universe’ is going to provide a great opportunity for
all students to experience playing as a band on stage. Information about the concert and a call for any
more fabulous costume volunteers will be shared later in the term.
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones, Performing Arts Teacher

Parent Volunteers
Working With Children Check—Required for all Parent Volunteers
Last year, School Council approved an updated Volunteer Policy. The aim of this policy is to provide a safe
environment for students, staff and volunteers.
From Term Three onward, parents are required to have a Working With Children Check (WWCC) to
volunteer in the school—both in the classroom and off-site (on excursions, camps and sporting events). This
enables us to comply with the mandated Child Safe Standards.
Parent volunteers are to:
 Apply for the Working With Children Check
 Provide a copy of your WWCC card to the school office. Either come to the office for copying, or
photograph your card and email it to the school.

Sign In and Out when Volunteering
All visitors and volunteers are required to sign in when onsite.
 Sign in on the “Visitors” iPad, located at the school office.
 Take a “Visitor” lanyard— which must be worn at all times whilst in the school.
 At the conclusion of your visit, please return your lanyard and sign out on the “Visitors” iPad.
Good news! We have a new visitor tablet and updated app, so the sign in and out process is smoother and
faster.
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Sport Report
District Cross Country
Perfect conditions greeted the athletes who competed in the Northcote District Cross Country. The sun was
shining, the track was dry and there was not a breath of wind. Fifty lucky students had the opportunity to
enjoy these beautiful conditions and spend the afternoon at Bundoora Park rather than in their classrooms.
Sadly though, they were unable to spend the afternoon playing in the sun with their friends – they all had to
do some long distance running.
The 9/10 age groups were up first and they ran 2km. Jack Ison and Hudson Price came first and second
respectively in the boys’ group and Jemima Quin finished third in the girls. Pippa Kluge and Evie Mameghan
also finished in the top 10 and qualified for the Division Cross Country Carnival.
The 11 year-old age group completed a 3km course. More success was achieved in this group with Will
Mooney winning the boys’ race, Maya Diamond and Lorimer Bouman finishing 2nd in their races and Sophie
Chernishoff, Jemima Madder, Jasper Hopkins, Marcus Walling and Walter Taylor all finishing in the top 10.
The 12/13 year-olds also ran 3km. Iggy Taylor and Mia Ison finished in the top 10, qualifying for the next
carnival.
It was an outstanding effort by all the students involved. At the completion of their races, regardless of their
place, students were exhausted, having given their all and run the best they could. Everyone should feel
proud of their efforts at competing at a district carnival and completing their races the way they did.
Congratulations to those people who have qualified for the Division Carnival. This will again be held at
Bundoora Park, on Wednesday 14 June from 9:30am – 12:15pm. The bus will collect students from Fairfield
Primary School at 8:45am, and depart FPS at 8:50am.
With cross country finishing up, we are now putting our Athletics hats on, with the School House Athletics
Carnival scheduled for Friday 28 July. More information about this carnival and calls for parent helpers will
be coming soon, so watch this space.
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~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher

Art4All—Save the Date: 8-10 September!
Art4All is one of Fairfield Primary School’s biggest and best
events and we would love you to get involved!
Art4All is a fantastic weekend of fine art, fab food and
family fun. It is a highlight for the whole community that
raises significant funds for our school. This year, our
Art4All weekend is 8-10 September.
Whether you are an art lover—or cannot tell a paintbrush
from a spade, new to the school—or an old hand, we want
you! We have a fabulous volunteering community who
help make Art4All a success each year. It is amazing! We
are always keen for NEW people, ideas and more
assistance.

Join Us!
Come to our Art4All Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 30
May, 7.30pm in the Art Room to find out more. ALL
WELCOME!
If you have questions or ideas or would like to be involved but cannot make the meeting please contact
Leanne Coughlin (M: 0411 561 420; E: leanne@artforall.com.au). Alternatively, talk to Marjie in the Art
Room.
~ Leanne Coughlin, Art4All Committee
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Whole School Incursion—The Magic Flute
To complement our performing arts program, FPS students have the privilege to attend a fully staged 50minute version of Mozart’s opera, The Magic Flute, devised especially for Opera Australia.
The Magic Flute is a mysterious and wonderful tale,
following four young people’s journeys as they discover
their own strengths and weaknesses. It is a story of truth,
friendship and forgiveness, told with enchanting music.
All of our students will attend the performance on
Monday 5 June in the Gymnasium. What a way to be
introduced to the magic of Opera!
~ Marjie Tkatchenko, Visual Arts Teacher

Parking Around FPS
Families are reminded to obey the parking signs about the school. These signs are in place to help manage
traffic flow and are designed to help keep our community safe. We have received complaints from our
neighbours, so we ask that you please be mindful of the restrictions as you drop off and pick up your
children.

Lost Property
Our Lost Property Room has been overflowing with uniforms, hats, lunchboxes and water bottles. We
encourage families to look for any missing items. Please name all items so they can be returned to their
owners.
We thank Toni Clarke-Smith, who consistently tidies up our Lost Property Room, making it easy to navigate
the piles of lost items.
We also thank Olivia Beaman and Julie Wise, who last week went through all items and returned all named
items to their rightful owners. This process nearly halved the number of items in lost property!

Page 13 of 14

www.fairfieldps.vic.edu.au

Level Crossing Removal Project
Changes to pedestrian access




The pedestrian crossing on Wingrove Street, opposite Naroon Road, is now closed and will not reopen until mid-2018.
The nearest pedestrian crossings are located at Grange Road and Alphington Station. Please note:
there is no ramp at Alphington Station. Only stairs are available to cross the rail corridor. Customers
are advised to follow detour signs to the nearest pedestrian crossing point.
The new pedestrian crossing will be built closer to Fullham Road as part of the removal of Grange
Road level crossing.

Changes to Vehicle Access



Wingrove Street (between Kelvin Road and Grange Road) will be open one way (westbound) to
vehicle traffic from Thursday 25 May until mid-2018.
Wingrove Street (between Perry Street and Grange Road) will be open one way (eastbound) to
vehicle traffic from late July 2017 until mid-2018.

Further Information



Grange Road Level Crossing Project Website
Works Alert – Construction in Alphington
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