Newsletter 7: Friday 12 May, 2017
Principal’s Report
An Amazing Concert
There has been lots to celebrate during a busy fortnight at FPS. What an amazing day and evening the Year
1/2 students experienced on Wednesday with their concert ‘In Your Dreams’. It was a wonderful celebration
of the students’ performing arts skills, and was a fitting culmination to a great unit of work.
The singing, dancing and acting were carried out with finesse. The students performed with such confidence
in front of 400 people during the evening—not an easy thing to do! ‘In Your Dreams’ was great success, with
the school receiving lots of positive feedback from parents.
Congratulations to everyone involved in the concert. In particular, to our Performing Arts teacher, Rosie
Wositzky-Jones, who coordinated the event, including writing the script. An acknowledgement to all staff
who played their part during rehearsals and performances.
As with all FPS events, the parents were once again a great support. A special thanks to Amber Loxton, who
coordinated sewing bees, which contributed greatly to the striking costumes that were on view. Thank you
to the parents who gave up much of their spare time in creating these costumes. And of course, thank you to
the community for their support in watching the performance; you helped contribute towards a most
memorable event.
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FPS Open Day
You may have noticed billboards in the local area, giving details of our upcoming Open Day on 25 May.
Families who are interested in enrolling their child in Foundation next year are to register for a school tour.

Homework Policy
The school is currently in the process of updating its Homework Policy. Families will receive an online
questionnaire later in the term, which you are encouraged to complete. This will form an important part in
the development of a new policy.

Curiosity and Powerful Learning
As part of the school’s involvement in the ‘Curiosity and Powerful Learning’ project, we have been working
alongside RMIT who have developed a professional experience elective specifically related to the Curiosity
and Powerful Learning initiative. Last week we hosted three student teachers who visited a number of
classrooms to observe how teachers give meaningful feedback to students. They were most impressed by
the tone and active learning they observed. The visitors also commented on the authentic feedback that
they saw teachers using.

Lunchtime Clubs
I am often asked about the lunchtime clubs that are available at FPS. We are pleased to invite students to
the activities below, which are supervised by staff. Next term we will once again offer paid chess—look out
for details in your Compass feed.
Tuesday
 Orchestra
 Chess
 Catch Up Art

Wednesday
 Board Games

(for students who
missed their last Art
lesson)

Thursday
 Catch Up Art



Friday
 Library

(for students who
missed their last Art
lesson)

Gardening

~ Paul Wallace, Acting Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
NAPLAN
This week, students in Years 3 and 5 completed The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN). This is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. The results from the assessments
are distributed to schools in August and provide schools with valuable information to measure their growth
in literacy and numeracy. The results are a snapshot of student performance; as a school we constantly use a
range of information to measure student understandings across the curriculum.

Professional Development
Last week, Emily, Kelly and myself attended two days of professional learning at The Bastow Institute of
Educational Leadership. This professional learning was part of the ‘Leading Pedagogy’ course, which
supports the implementation of the Curiosity and Powerful Learning Project at our school. We were
fortunate enough to hear Catherine Scott present on the topic of Learning Theories and Creating the
Conditions for Success. Catherine presented research about intelligence. She shared how students who were
provided with feedback related to their effort in attaining knowledge performed better than students who
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were given feedback related to their intelligence. This information will support our work around providing
effective feedback to support student learning.
This term, teachers have already participated in whole school professional learning about the use of
feedback and the role it plays in supporting student learning. Following this, teachers have been observing
each other providing feedback. This has allowed teams to reflect upon the types of feedback they give and
examine ways to support each other to give a range of feedback that supports students to develop their
understandings, knowledge and skills. This is exciting work that will continue as the term progresses.
The professional learning also examined working memory and the important role it plays in learning at
school. It highlighted that the brain’s capacity to hold information within the working memory is limited, so
schooling is extremely important as it allows students to transfer information from working memory to longterm memory. When finding information on the internet, for example, individuals may only hold this new
information for a short time in their working memory. Then they would not be able to retrieve this
knowledge for later use in different contexts. It was pleasing to see that the strategies to support working
memory including; visual aids, concrete materials, number lines and lists of common words are commonly
used in practice by teachers at our school. There were also many other strategies that we will explore with
our staff in an effort to better understand learning processes and how we can support all students with their
learning at school.
~ Katrina Lamers, Assistant Principal

‘In Your Dreams’—An Impressive Year 1/2 Concert
What a very special night we shared on Wednesday at the Darebin Arts and Entertainment Centre as the
Year 1/2 students entertained us with their songs, dances and stories. A big thank you to both audiences for
supporting the students while they experienced all the magic that only a show can bring—the bright lights,
the applause, the building excitement backstage and the adrenaline of performing. I've been very impressed
with the students' hard work, focus, bravery and positive attitude towards performing, which I am sure will
carry them into many more successful shows in the future.

Thank You!
The preparation for the concert was truly a team effort. I would like to make a special mention of the Year
1/2 team and all staff who helped on the night. The costumes looked stunning, thanks to our generous
costume volunteers and their coordinator Amber Loxton, as well as donations of materials by families.

Concert DVDs—Order Yours Today
If one viewing was not enough, DVDs are still available to order! Just get your envelope in to the office by
Wednesday 24 May.
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones, Performing Arts Teacher
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A Spotlight on Year 6
Inquiry Focus—Extreme Weather and Geography
In Year 6, we have been learning about extreme
weather and geography. We started it this term with a
fun activity of making a globe with a printout net of the
earth. We also made our own version of the distorted
Mercator map to see the distortion.
Continuing on the topic of distortion, we got another
project where we got a piece of string and measured
the distance between the iPad map and a printout
map. This has helped our spatial awareness.

For our inquiry, extreme weather, we
watched a documentary on how people
reacted to extreme weather. We saw
how people do not take the events
seriously until it happens and it is too
late to leave.
We have also discussed the different
examples of extreme weather and how
it can affect Australians in the future.

~ Year 6 students, Mia I and Kalam R

Interschool Sport
Year 6 students have commenced
their winter interschool sports with an
away match against Thornbury PS.
They are participating in either soccer,
football, netball or
newcomb/volleyball.
This year, due to maintenance works
at Pitcher Park, six of our eight games
will be played away. Please refer to
your Compass feed for fixture
information.
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Socks for the Lost
Five students from Fairfield Primary School’s Year 6 classes (Minnie, Declan, Red, Lorimer and Mia) have
been brainstorming ways to make a difference to the homeless people on Flinders Street. They have come
up with the idea of providing free socks, not just to give warmth but also to give hope.
The group has gathered some other year 6 students to help with the project. By using each individual’s
strengths, e.g. technology, fundraising, letters/emails and posters, they plan to develop a proposal to
present to the vice principal to ask for permission to go on with their endeavours. The students are planning
to develop a relationship with Bonds and the Salvation Army by writing letters to tell them what they are
doing and asking for their help.
Stay tuned for future updates as this project progresses.

A Focus on Physical Education
It has been an energetic start for students to Term Two.
Year 3 – 6 students have all had the opportunity to run the cross country course during PE as well as
participate in the beep test. One of our aims this term is to focus on fitness, consequently, we will start each
lesson with exercise in an effort to maintain or improve fitness. Along with plenty of exercise, students can
look forward to our unit of Athletics later in the term. The House Athletics Carnival will be held early in Term
Three—details of this event to come later.
This term, Foundation – Year 2 students
will focus on the fundamental movement
skills of throwing and catching.
These skills make up the basis of many
sports and games we enjoy playing.
Improving students’ understanding of
these skills and developing correct
techniques will help them to play a variety
of games.

Cross Country Trials
Well done to all the students who scored points for their house during our School Cross Country trials. The
points have been tallied and the results will be announced soon. The eight fastest boys and girls for each age
group will be have the opportunity to compete at the Northcote District Cross Country Carnival at Bundoora
Park on Tuesday 23 May, from 12:30 – 2:30pm. Cross Country is never easy and is as much a mental
challenge as it is a physical one, so we wish all the students competing good luck.

Learn to Swim Program
Thank you to all those families who expressed an interest in participating in this year’s Learn to Swim
Program. These expressions of interest have been used as a cap for numbers and enrolment/payment is
currently open to all families who indicated a desire to participate. Families have until Friday 19 May to
enrol/pay for this program.
If space permits, we will offer up a second round of enrolments to interested families via Compass.
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher
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Mother’s Day/Special Person Stall
Excited voices filled the Old Hall on Monday as
students carefully reviewed the items on offer at the
Mother’s Day/Special Person Stall. Selections were
made, coins counted and when confusion was
apparent, those staffing the stall gave gentle guidance
on which gift would be most appreciated.
Thanks to our wonderful community of parents who
volunteered their time to make items to sell, set up
and pack down as well as manage the stall. Your
efforts are appreciated and acknowledged.
To all the mums and special people in the lives of our students, a very happy Mother’s Day to you!
~ The Community Committee

CSEF Program
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)




If you are eligible for the Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF), call in at the school office to
collect a form, or click access the electronic version of the CSEF Application.
For those who applied for CSEF last year, you will need to re-apply again this year.
For more information, read the CSEF Flyer. The CSEF program for 2017 closes on 30 June, 2017.
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