Newsletter 5: Friday 31 March, 2017
Principal’s Report
A Successful Fair
As we say farewell to term one, we have a lot to celebrate. Our amazing fair on Saturday was a great success
and a fabulous time had by all. There is a further report and celebration in this newsletter, but I would like to
reiterate my gratitude and thank all members of our community for making the fair the success it was. A
huge thank you to our fair convenors, Christina Scholzhorn and Dan Murphy, who volunteered at the end of
last year to take this project on board. There are many other parents who also made up the amazing fair
committee team and also supported the hours of organisation and hard work, behind the scenes, on the day
and after (still going) the event. A huge thank you to everyone. It is a wonderful fair and as quoted by Doug
Galbraith, ‘it is more like festival for all’.

What will our Fundraising Support?
It is exciting to note that we are committing some of the funds to achieving our next stage of the playground.
I hope that parents had a chance to view the plans on our community noticeboard. We will continue to
update you on this project. Added to this, school council this year have committed funds to upgrading ICT,
developing a ‘green room’ for student recording and media presentations, we are continuing to support our
Artist in Residence and also a Scientist in Residence program in the senior school. There are many community
resources that we are continually upgrading and so all of these resources and programs are possible because
of our wonderful community’s engagement and efforts. Thank you on behalf of the children of Fairfield
Primary School.

A Term of Achievement
It is always special to see the level of development that occurs in a very short time for students. Our
Foundation students have made steady progress with their reading, writing and mathematics, as well as
generally settling into the routines of being at school. I congratulate all students for their achievement over
the term and wish them an enjoyable Easter break.
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Changes for Term Two
I would like to advise of some changes next term. I will be working in the central office of Department of
Education and Training (DET) next term, as part of a department initiative to have principals working in
different divisions of the DET to experience the broader system. This has mutual benefits for the school and
the DET. Paul Wallace will be stepping up as Acting Principal for the term. Katrina Lamers will be supporting
him as Assistant Principal. Whilst I will not be on-site, I will still be involved in the major projects that are in
place behind the scenes. I am confident that the school will continue to thrive and the positive start to the
year will continue.

Looking forward
We have much to look forward to next term. Year 5 camp commences in week one, the Year 1/2 concert
takes place on 10 May, cross country athletics is scheduled and the Premiers’ Reading Challenge begins.
Added to this, there are some community events to enjoy. It will be another great term for every child.
So on this note I wish all families an enjoyable and safe Easter break, and look forward to seeing you all in
term three.
~ Allana Bryant, Principal

School Council Report
What happened to first term?
Dear School Community: I don’t know about you, but this term seemed to go as quickly as it came! We are
already looking at school holidays again and sliding into second term. I wonder if the students feel the same
way?

2017 FPS School Council
We have just held an election to select the School Council for this coming year. I am delighted to confirm the
reappointment of Alexa Every and Kate Symons for a second two-year term. Nick Schijf had filled a casual
vacancy in 2016 and has been elected for further term of two years. We welcome Detlev Lueth as a new
councillor, beginning his two-year term along with staff appointments: Jourdan Murray, Katrina Lamers and
Paul Wallace.
I am grateful to Paul Coia who filled a casual vacancy and served the School Council in 2016. Paul made a
terrific contribution to school council and the Policy Committee last year. While not returning to Council, I
am delighted that Paul has committed to continue his work on the Policy Committee in 2017. Thank you
Paul, for your work so far.
The ‘new’, but mostly familiar, Council met on Tuesday 28 March. The first order of business was to appoint
office holders and committee convenors/membership:
Councillor
Alister Bayston
Allana Bryant
Alexa Every
Doug Galbraith
Katrina Lamers (Assistant Principal)
Detlev Lueth
Richard Lewis

Position
President
Executive Officer/Principal
Parent Councillor
Parent Councillor
DET Councillor
Parent Councillor
Vice President

Committee
Finance
Finance
Policy
Buildings & Grounds
Community
Buildings & Grounds
Community
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Councillor
Jourdan Murray
Jodie Palmer
Nick Schijf
Kate Symons
Paul Wallace (Assistant Principal)

Position
DET Councillor
Parent Councillor
Treasurer
Secretary
DET Councillor

Committee
Buildings & Grounds
Community
Finance
Community Relations
Policy

We have always aspired to greater parent participation in school life, whether that is in the Parent Opinion
Survey, elections, Annual General Meetings or other events. I was very encouraged to see that grow in the
recent election, the pre-Fair working bee and volunteering hours.
I would love to see more parents get involved in any of the following committees:
 Policy Committee
 Building & Grounds Committee
 Community Committee
There is so much to do and you real can make a great and meaningful contribution. Please reach out to one
of the Councillors above or express your interest at the school office.

A Fair to Remember—A Day on the Fairfield Green
I don’t need to tell you what an amazing day we had for the 2017 Fair, but I’m going to anyway.
If the event raised no money at all, it would still have been a tremendous success delivering a priceless
community dividend; the great news is that it looks like we raised an amount similar to 2016. It will take a
little while for the profit to be finalised and we will let you know the amount shortly.
A great shout out to everyone who made it such an extraordinary event. That is a huge number of people—
which is why it worked—but we must give special mention to our Fair Convenors: Christina Scholzhorn and
Dan Murphy. It is a significant commitment of time to pull together all of the strands. The Community
Committee admirably supported the Convenors with a special mention going to Jodie Palmer and Richard
Lewis. Fundraising like this is not without financial risk and I am particularly grateful to Ali Sutton from the
School Office for managing the finances so thoroughly. This saw her counting money late at night after the
Fair. Ali, along with many school staff, committed many hours of their own time to making the event such a
success. The last shout out goes to you, the parent community, for your volunteer hours, your attendance
and your dollar-spend. Thank you all!
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Fundraising—Now what?
Celebrating a successful Fair segues nicely into how we have been using fundraising money and our plans for
2017 and beyond.
In our recent meetings, the School Council resolved to use fundraising money for the following projects:


Upgrade information technology hardware such as iPads and laptops



Fund the two Professional-in-Residence programs for 2017
o Our traditional artist residency
o A scientist as part of our school’s commitment to STEM (Science Technology Engineering &
Math)



Development of a multi-media ‘green room’ where students can develop and apply skills in sound
and image



Replace the oven in the BER gym

Separate to those projects, Council is advancing the 2016 Grounds Action Plan. Last year, the Council
committed to the Grounds Action Plan that would direct our successful fundraising dollars to developing our
outdoor space. The first stage was creation of our beautiful and unique Kaan’s Winya. Stage two was going
to be upgrading the surface of the basketball court. This has, however, been overtaken by the likely
construction of a new netball court funded by the Victorian State Government. Instead, we have moved our
focus to developing the playground area between Kaan’s Winya and the amphitheatre.
We have commissioned Landscape Architect, Simone Bliss, to develop a concept design for that area. That
concept, presented to School Council at our February meeting, is now on display on our community notice
board. The design is inspired by the eel traps used by indigenous peoples—including the Wurundjeri
people—who used them in the Yarra Yarra. The playground will comprise of “eel baskets” and host active
and passive play with slides, tunnels, nets and mounds. We expect construction to start later this year.

Concept drawing – basket 2

Concept drawing – basket 4

It is a big year for capital works for Fairfield Primary School. Besides the playground and the netball court, we
have revisited the School Master Plan to incorporate the recently acquired property on the other side of
Wingrove Street and to review use of our existing campus. At that February meeting, Hayball Architects
presented a revised Master Plan for the school. This has been submitted to the Department of Education for
budget and planning. We do not have any clear timetable on those works but it is a very exciting time for
Fairfield Primary School.
On behalf of the School Council, we wish you all very happy and safe term break and we look forward to a
rewarding second term.
~ Alister Bayston, President, School Council
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A Fair to Remember—A Day on the Fairfield Green
Thanks from the Fair Committee
Having finally caught up on our sleep, the Fair Committee members want to thank each thank each and
every person who volunteered time, effort, goods and services prior to and on Fair Day—we could not have
done it without you! A special recognition to our coordinators for their organisation and planning, our
volunteers that staffed stalls/cooking stations/booths on the day as well as the parents who put in a huge
effort setting up and packing down on the day. We are so proud to be a part of a community that is
supportive, generous and active!
~ Christina Scholzhorn and Dan Murphy, 2017 Fair Convenors
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A Day on the Fairfield Green—A View from the Stage
Standing on the Green, in the shadow of the stage, the Fairfield Primary School Orchestra and Choir snuck
in a quick rehearsal and sound check, while on the stage behind them the Thornbury High School Band
made final adjustments to their instruments and settled into formation. At 2pm, under the nurturing eye of
conductor Ursula Woods, the Orchestra launched into their performance, a flawless rendition of the theme
from TV's The Flintstones and a tight, rocking version of Taylor Swift's Trouble. Thornbury High School Band,
led by music coordinator Sean Nihill, burst into life delivering a smooth, swinging collection of big band
tunes. And to complete the opening movement of the day our Choir joined the fun, accompanying the
Thornbury Band for a rollicking Twist and Shout.
Commanding the stage at intervals with sharp wit and great humour was MC Jodie J Hill. On her
announcement, a cavalcade of musical treats and treasures poured off the stage.
Rebecca Barnard showed why she is a family favourite and Fair expert with a melodic and humorous set,
featuring Melbourne legend Shannon Bourne on guitar. Monique Brumby and her band nearly blew up the
stage with epic vocal gymnastics and super catchy songs.
The Blackeyed Susan's Trio—actually featuring four players—wooed the crowd with lush crooning and
graceful musical artistry. FPS alumni Kerri Simpson was joined by country music favourites Suzannah Espie,
Barb Waters and Alison Ferrier for their breathtaking quartet of beautiful harmony, keen observations and
inspired performance.
Shifting the energy to overdrive was Australian music royalty Kim Salmon and his band, with a
dynamic tutorial of guitar virtuosity and rock and roll aesthetic. Finally, as the rain cleared and the rainbow
and setting sun filled the sky above the Green, home town hero Ashley Naylor and band (including an
inspired guest appearance by teachers Ursula Woods and Atty Heale) had the crowd dancing and whooping
and calling for more.
This is not just a school fete, this is a spirited community festival hosted at and by the school. The Fair
Committee, Principal Allana Bryant and all the FPS staff are to be congratulated for supporting a musical
event that aims big, sets a high standard and delivers such quality. And if music is truth, it had good things to
say at A Day on the Fairfield Green.


Massive thanks to our colleagues in the entertainment team Marty Lourey, Mitali Ross and Nick
Ross whose long and tireless efforts in organising the logistics of the performers, transportation of
equipment, keeping performers parked, informed, fed, watered, happy and on time ensured the
success and smooth running of the day. All the artists were amazed at the warm and generous
hospitality and quality of the event, and will actively promote the school accordingly.



Thanks to Ursula Woods and Rosie Wositzky-Jones for their great care, inspirational support and
expert development of our FPS Orchestra and Choir.



Thanks to Sean Nihill and his music students from Thornbury High for their excellent performance
but also their commitment to developing such a wonderful mentoring connection with our FPS
Orchestra.



Mr. Tim Marmac provided a quintessentially professional sound production service that is without
peer, ensuring our students could play and sing with confidence and catering for every sound
request from the more seasoned performers.



Thank you to Jodie J Hill for continuing her involvement with our school, and bringing her style and
pizazz to the stage as master of ceremonies.



Thanks to Peter Kennedy, Scott Shaw and Jim Antonopoulos for loaning their amps, and Gus Crisp
for keeping the power flowing.
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Thanks to our friends and supporters of music who donated generously to the Silent Auction: Corner
Hotel, Northcote Social Club, Thornbury Theatre, Thornbury Records, Westgarth Cinema, Jimmy
The Saint & The Butterfly Club. And Roundhouse Entertainment who contributed to the first prize
in the Raffle.

Finally, a huge thank you to the performers on stage who entertained and created such a great atmosphere
for this Fair to Remember. We send a particular shout out to the Fairfield Primary School Orchestra and
Choir who were given the monumental task of opening the music festival in front of large crowd and with
only a short pre-season in which to rehearse. Congratulations to these students for their dedication,
courage and lust for life in taking on this challenge and absolutely nailing it!
~ Doug Galbraith & Sharon Parkinson, Entertainment Convenors
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A Spotlight on Year 5
Mathematics
In Year 5, we have been learning mental mathematics strategies to become more efficient in our
calculations. For example, we can use the split strategy.
456 + 543 = ?
400 + 500 = 900
50 + 40 = 90
6+3=9
There are many more strategies like compensation, jump and hop and much more. These strategies are very
useful and can help you with all calculations. When we first started, it was a bit hard to work out what goes
where but as we practiced, we got faster. Sometimes you do not even know when you are using it!

Inquiry
In Year 5, we have been exploring chemistry. We have investigated big questions such as:
 How does a scientist define solid, liquid and gas?
 How do you change between these states?
 What is chemical reaction compared to a physical reaction?
We have explored these questions by conducting experiments, making predictions and made scientific
observations by drawing a picture of what we saw, smelt and felt.
Our teachers had a piece of paper with rainbow ordered crayons sticky-taped to it. Then we applied heat by
turning a hair dryer on to the highest setting and we watched in fascination as the rainbow liquid trickled
down the paper. Then over time, it turned back into a solid crayon. We also did another experiment where
we combined vinegar and bicarbonate of soda to make carbon dioxide. These are examples of physical
reactions (easily reversed) and chemical reactions (often a colour change).
~ Written by Isaac L, 5C

Taekwondo
We have been taking part in Taekwondo classes on Friday mornings. We have learnt how to focus our
energy and strength to perform various moves. These moves included roundhouse kicks, front kicks,
punches, blocks and a routine involving a combination of these moves. We discussed when it is appropriate
to use these skills in self-defence. We would recommend this great experience to anyone.
~Written by Alice D, Matilda B, Iliana L, Leah M and Georgia R, 5C
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A Spotlight on Year 6
Our Term Highlights
The new school year started with a bang for Year 6 students. Everyone was busy settling into their new
grades, participating in interschool sports for the first time and receiving their grade 6 t-shirts and hoodies.
We also had our ten school leaders attend the GRIP conference on leadership.
The highlight of the term was, without doubt, the Canberra Camp. We all spent five days learning about our
nation’s capital and how government works. We flew up on Monday morning and by lunchtime were touring
Parliament House. We visited many places while we were there; The National Gallery, National Museum,
National Arboretum, Deep Space Centre, War Memorial, Electoral Office, Parliament House, Old Parliament
House, Canberra Exhibition Centre and The Royal Australian Mint. Everyone learnt so much and had a lot of
fun on the camp.
Click to read some poems inspired by the Canberra camp, written by Ethan W, 6B; Vanika N, 6B; Esther M,
6A; Mia I, 6A; Red Maher, 6A.

GRIP Student Leadership Conference
On Friday 24 February, 10 Year 6 leaders went to the city to attend a leadership conference. We were all
very excited and nervous because we did not know what to expect. The building was massive and there were
over 2000 people from different schools. We stepped into the huge theatre and looked around at all the
unfamiliar faces.
The first stage of the conference was ‘Leading in the Land of Zootopia’. Our first activity was a game called
Leadermon where we went around getting to know people. It was challenging because there were 2000
people and it was a good chance to warm up. We learnt that leadership is not about using a position but
about using everyone’s strengths. We watched four short clips of Zootopia in which four characters showed
their strengths and weaknesses. It was interesting to look into their different personalities because the
movie is about animals and their stereotypes.
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During the second stage of the conference,
we focused on the four expectations of
responsibility: role model values, upholding
the trust of others, responding to needs and
developing our own strengths. We also learnt
how to think outside the box to create new
and exciting ideas. It was fun to generate
solutions that could help our school and
community.

Year 5 and Year 6 Students—Working Together
Year 5 and 6 students have been working together with the aim of developing collaborative teams. Thursday
afternoons are dedicated to combining students from different classes to attempt a variety of fun
challenges, as well as prepare for the Tournament of the Minds later in the year.
Initially, we began with outdoor games. Soccer, basketball and chairball gave us opportunities to get to know
children from other year groups and quickly learn how to develop game strategies. It was interesting to see
how successful teams would share ideas and listen to each other.
The following week we again broke into different groups. This time the teachers had us building towers using
balloons and the tiniest amount of masking tape. Blowing up the balloons was hard enough, let alone
making a tower. Our group was successful because the whole team helped each other. Some kids held
balloons while others secured tape.
Another great team building activity was when we had to make 50cm cubes using newspapers and sticky
tape. This week, before we were allowed to begin we all had to share an idea, write it down and then show
the teacher before receiving our resources. This helped everyone share his or her thoughts and become a
contributor, right from the start.
The last activity saw us performing drama. This was so exciting as we got to improvise in front of an
audience. To be stage ready we had to assign each other roles, prepare lines and practice. I was proud of our
group as we were able to create something from nothing in such a short time.
All these different activities have given me so many opportunities to make new friends, listen to ideas, share
ideas and show persistence when things get tricky. I cannot wait to keep doing it.
~ Written by Inez N and Sophie C, 5A

Specialist Focus on Physical Education
It has been an outstanding first term in Physical Education with students engaging in and thinking about the
learning.
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Foundation students have been exploring different ways to move their bodies as well as the different
speeds they can move at when playing games and moving in different ways. We have learned many new tag
games, played in the gym and outside as well as trying some yoga within the classroom.
The Year 1/2 students have also explored moving in different ways and different speeds and have thought
about the impact space has on the speed we move. We have talked about how we keep people safe while
moving around and playing games and have been challenged to play games in ever decreasing spaces and
change our speed to ensure we do not have any accidents. We finished off the unit by walking around the
school to identifying different speeds we move at, and why, in different areas of the school.
The Year 3, 4 and 5 students have been looking at how we learn in PE. We have pin-pointed the soccer skills
of dribbling, passing and trapping and have discussed the best ways to improve these skills with practices.
Students concluded that we can practice a skill better when we are involved in drills and we concentrate on
a particular skill. Students were given opportunities to explore the difference between a drill and a game as
well as what makes a good drill. Groups created their own drill and showed other people from their class the
drill they had created.
The Year 6 students have been busy improving their throwing skills. They were asked to think about the
biomechanics of a throw and how they can break down a skill to improve certain parts, therefore improving
the overall skill. We have used video of their throwing to analyse techniques and looked at how we can give
feedback to one another that is positive, constructive and will help people improve. It has been a good test
for a very talented group of children and I feel like they are gaining an understanding of how skills can be
broken down and feedback can help improvement.

Looking Ahead to Next Term
The beginning of the term will see children from years 3-6 given the opportunity to run in the school House
Cross Country. This will take place during PE lessons across the first few weeks of the term. Students will run
laps around a 500m track with each lap completed earning one point for their house. All students turning 8,
9 or 10 years old this year will run a maximum of four laps and those students who turn 11, 12 or 13 will run
a maximum of six laps. Good luck everyone and enjoy the break. I look forward to another big term when we
return.
~ Geoff McShane, Physical Education Teacher

Community News
We are in Print!
Our School Nurse Program has made it into the Primary Times
publication, a resource for the professional body for nurses working in
primary health care. The article, written by parent Fran Cusworth,
features school nurse Amy Rogers and provides an insight into the
benefits of having professional medical care in a school setting.
Click to read the article.
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