Newsletter 4: Friday 17 March, 2017
Principal’s Report
It is hard to believe that the school term is drawing to a close. As I walk around the classes, I have been
asking the children what they are currently learning and it is always wonderful to hear the children explain
this from their point of view.

Learning across the Year Levels
From the floor, I have heard about the Foundation children learning a lot about different numbers and
learning how to identify and order these. From Years 1 - 2, I have heard about their letter writing,
handwriting and healthy eating inquiry. Many of the children have reminded me to eat more fruit and
vegetables, and to eat less sugar! I have promised them so. The Year 3 students are also learning about
healthy choices and healthy diets. They have also been developing their narrative writing skills and writing
some very amusing stories. The Year 4 students have been learning about their local community and how we
are influenced by this. Yesterday they had an engaging talk from the Animal Rescue team who explained
different by -laws for keeping domestic animals. The Year 5 students are winding up their chemistry study of
solids, liquids and gases and understanding how scientists define each matter. The Year 6 students off the
back of the Canberra camp, are reflecting on this experience and expanding on their understanding of
government and democracy. It has been a very rich term of learning for all students.

Our Fair
We are gearing up for our Fair for the 25th and behind the scenes, I would like to acknowledge the amazing
team of parents who have been doing all the final organisation and preparations. It is looking like another
fabulous day and I hope that our community enjoys it. We are all looking forward to the Fair.

Working Bee Reminder
As a reminder, we have a working bee this Sunday for parents and children to come along and to spend an
hour or so, just helping around the school grounds. Our working bees are great days and it is a chance to
catch up with families and have a great BBQ at the end of the morning. Please come along as your
contribution will be most appreciated.
Enjoy the last two weeks of the school term.
~ Allana Bryant, Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report
Year 6 Canberra Camp
Last week our Year 6 students visited Canberra for a memorable and informative camp.
The Canberra camp enables students to gain greater understandings and insights into the Civics and
Citizenship curriculum. In the classroom students have explored different levels of government and have
learnt about laws are initiated and passed through parliament. This camp built on students’ understandings
as they visited a number of institutions including Parliament House, Old Parliament House and the National
Electoral Education Centre.
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During these visits students enacted preferential elections and the passing of a bill in the Senate. It was
impressive to discover how much knowledge our students had attained prior to the camp.
The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the
national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the
excursion the Australian government contributed $60 per student under the Parliament and Civics Education
Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the
excursion.
Canberra offered many other experiences beyond Civics and Citizenship. Students visited the National
Gallery, National Museum, Australian War Memorial and they also had the opportunity to expend energy at
Skyzone and Questecon.
The students are to be congratulated for their attitude and efforts throughout the week. It was a busy
schedule which the students embraced. We also acknowledge the adults who accompanied the students;
Nicole Rettke, Ginger Moyle, Alison Knox, Jos van Boheeman and Gabbie Nicolaou.
~ Paul Wallace, Assistant Principal
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A Fair to Remember—A Day on the Fairfield Green

1 WEEK TO GO! A Day on the Fairfield Green is on Saturday 25 March!
Sorting Bee: Come along and help us get the school ready 10am – 2pm Sunday 19 March. Bring the children
and enjoy the sausage sizzle!!
All welcome at the final Fair planning meeting on Tuesday 21 March at 7:30 pm in the Staff Room.

Checklist – are you Fair Ready?
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Come and help at the Sorting Bee on Sunday 19 March, from 10am – 2pm.
Sell your raffle tickets and bring back to the school. If you need more books, ask at the school office.
Buy wristbands. Online early bird pricing ends today.
Thursday 23 March: Wristbands on sale at the school, at 3:30pm. Set up by 'Milkshake' the cow.
Volunteer some time on the day.
Donate a $5 children’s lucky dip prize. Leave it on the fair table by the school office.
Donate a bottle of wine for the wine raffle. Hand it in at the school office.
Bake a cake or a slice for the cake stall. Boxes go home today! Bring cakes to the Fair on the morning
Like the Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/FPSAFairToRemember Share the posts with
family and friends.
Send a Fair Postcard to family or friends to invite them along.

Pedal power in action!

Wristbands! Blue for younger; yellow for older children
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Busking is Back!
If your little performer has signed up for the busking stage please note:
 Come and check the time list outside the Performing Arts room to ensure they will be attending the
fair at this time and make sure that they arrive at the stage early. We have a packed schedule so all
students must be ready to play at their allotted time.


Ensure that content that students are performing (songs, dance moves, etc.) is appropriate for
school.



Some equipment will be available (CD player, speakers and aux cable, microphone, keyboard, chair),
all other equipment (including instruments and backing tracks) must be provided by the students
and this remains their responsibility during the fair. We are unable to store instruments as we
cannot guarantee their safety.

All money collected at the busking stage will go to the school. Please drop by the busking stage to see the
great talent that Fairfield has on show!

Did you see our Mention in Beat Magazine?
And here too!

Support our Generous Sponsors and Donors
Jellis Craig Inner North


As part of its commitment to Fairfield Primary School, Jellis Craig has offered to donate $500 of the
sales commission back to Fairfield Primary School if a school family appoints a Jellis Craig Inner
North agent to sell their home.



If you have sold a property using Jellis Craig this year, or propose on using them in the year ahead
please let us know!

East Ivanhoe and Heidelberg Community Bank® branches


The East Ivanhoe and Heidelberg branches of the Bendigo Bank have now contributed a total of
$34,280 to our school, and are once again sponsoring our Fair in 2017.



In addition, they will provide the school with an additional $1000 for every home loan over
$250,000 that is transferred to them.



If you are interested in having your current banking reviewed to see if they can do you a better deal
on your banking, contact Justin Bice (M: 0474 268 425; Justin.Bice@bendigoadelaide.com.au) for an
appointment. Be sure to mention you’re are from the Fairfield Primary School Community!
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We also recognise:


Crisp Green Homes as a new sponsor this year.



Thanks to Elgin Printing, a business that supplies a range of quality materials to promote the Fair
each year.



Thank you to Campos Coffee and Fifteen Pounds who are our coffee sponsor this year.



Also, a big thank you to Flour and Salt for coming on board as a Sponsor helping us serve their
delicious pizzas.

A Spotlight on Year 3
Writing
Students have been working on building strong arguments in persuasive writing. After drafting they
composed a piece of writing on a topic of their choice. Topics have included school uniforms, class pets, the
length of the weekend and animal rights. Students have looked at the way in which a good argument is built
using structural features, such as paragraphs, introductions and conclusions. They have also investigated
how to use persuasive language devices, such as asking the reader questions and writing descriptive
introductions.




I’ve learnt that you can change people’s minds with persuasive writing using persuasive words, such
as will, definitely, should, fantastic and super. ~ Leo H
[Most interesting is] how hard it is to persuade someone. You can’t persuade people with a few
words. You need a few sentences. You should have four reasons because two wouldn’t be as
persuasive. ~ Finn F
I find it easy to use really good descriptions because it helps the reader to visualise. I usually use it in
every part, for a sizzling start and for the reasons. ~ Ginger G

Inquiry
In inquiry we have been looking at elements of healthy living.
Students have posed questions to research about healthy living
after exploration of the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating and
are going to compose recommendations for a healthy eating
food menu constructed by the class. Some of the research
questions include: Why are grain foods so healthy? Why are
vegetables good for you? Why should we eat less fruit than
vegetables? We have been using a KPWL chart (know, prove,
want to know, learnt) to assist our research.


You can put down what you know [in your KPWL chart]
and then you can prove it. You can ask questions and
learn something new. Milk has loads of good things like
vitamins in it. We learnt that they filter milk to get the
bad bits out and leave just the good bits for us. ~
Amelia S
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We chose ‘why are vegetables so healthy?’ We thought they were healthy because they had
vitamins. I learnt that you should have more vegetables than fruit because fruit has lots of natural
sugar and vegetables have more vitamins. ~ Sienna W and Ailsa C

Mathematics
In maths students have investigated patterns, including geometric patterns and number patterns. They have
focussed on building their counting strategies and their additive strategies when making computations in
their head. We are currently focussing on place value. We are working on strategies for reading and
understanding numbers, ordering numbers and re-naming numbers with the understanding that 10 of one
place is the same as 1 of the next.
~ Year 3 Teachers

A Spotlight on Year 4
Developing writing skills
Students have been working on developing their voice in writing through composing memoirs. They have
selected an important experience in their life and then wrote about it. They have looked at including the
setting, sequencing events, and detailing and describing their feelings. This is what some students have
reflected on:


I learnt that in a memoir, you write about a piece of life that you had done or had. What I also learnt
is that a memoir doesn’t always have to include something that you did to yourself, like break a
wrist, it could be about a holiday. ~ Esther S



You need to put in feelings and similes, as well as descriptive words e.g. ‘I looked at the shimmering
water below.’ It’s one main event. ~ Oliver P



Getting ideas was very challenging for me, to put in things that I feel comfortable to share with other
people that are not my family. ~ Raajni N



Giving feedback to others in a conference and explaining my thoughts in a few places was
challenging. ~ Simi F

Working with number strategies
Students have been exploring different strategies to mentally add and subtract numbers this term. They
have focused on establishing recall of doubles and near double facts, as well as using combinations of
numbers to 10. For example; how would you solve 62 - 37?
We could use counting on to solve this: 37 + ? = 62; 37 + 3 = 40 and 40 + 22 = 62 so the answer is 3 + 22 = 25.

Our community connection
Through Inquiry, the students have been exploring their connection to the community of Darebin. To assist
in their learning, the students attended an excursion to the Fairfield Library where they learnt about the
history and the services the library offers to our community. This is what some of the students enjoyed
about their visit:


I liked learning about the history of Fairfield Library and Station Street. ~ Annabelle



I enjoyed learning about how to join the library to become a member. ~ Phoebe B



I enjoyed learning about the different services the library provides, like the holiday programs. ~ Ollie
G
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~ Year 4 Teachers

Specialist Focus on Visual Arts
Hello families and thank you for the very warm welcome to Fairfield PS! I have been enjoying getting to
know the students across all year levels and hearing about their passion for performing. We are now well
into our programs for term one.

Our Focus this Term
Foundation students are working with Ursula, Marjie and myself in singing and enacting nursery rhymes. We
are also learning the school song ‘Aspire To Learn’ and the Australian National Anthem so that they can join
in at assemblies and special events.
Year 3 and 4 students have been exploring the choices
that composers make when creating music, such as
pitch (high and low), tempo (slow and fast), and
dynamics (loud and soft), and understanding how these
elements convey information to the audience. They are
collaborating within and across classes to compose and
perform a soundtrack for a silent animation film. We are
looking forward to sharing our finished product with you
all!
This term Year 5 and 6 students have been closely
examining dramatic and movement elements, such as
space, conflict, contrast and tension. We have been
playing drama games and taking part in improvisations
to investigate how these elements make meaning for an
audience. Students are about to begin devising their
own mini-plays to share at the end of term.
Orchestra and Choir have been busy rehearsing their
songs for the Fair. You can catch them on fair day at
2pm (Orchestra + Thornbury High players) and 2.30pm
(Choir).
Composition soundtrack for a silent animation film
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Year 1/2 Concert—Save the Date!
Year 1 and 2 students have begun learning their songs and devising dances for the upcoming concert on the
10th of May in term two. The concert will be held at the Darebin Arts Centre, with details on ticketing and
logistics coming later in the term.
If any parents would be able to assist with costuming or set building, please feel free to drop by the
Performing Arts room and introduce yourself, or send an email.
~ Rosie Wositzky-Jones, Performing Arts Teacher

Sports Report
Learn to Swim Program—Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 Students
We are pleased to announce the return of our successful Learn to Swim Program for students in Foundation,
Year 1 and 2. Each year, we offer students the opportunity to participate in swimming lessons, scheduled for
term three. Next week there will be an “Expression of Interest: Learn to Swim Program” opened in Compass.
If you are interested in having your child participate, please log into Compass and provide your consent.





Where: Ivanhoe Swimming Centre
When: Term three; Friday 28/7/2017 to 15/9/2017
Approximate cost: $135 (Expressions of interest are used to finalise costs and numbers)
Lessons: 8 lessons of 45 minutes in duration

Program Timeline
Date

Action

Tuesday 21/3
Friday 31/3
Tuesday 25/4
Friday 19/5
Friday 26/5
Tuesday 30/5

Compass “Expression of Interest” opened.
Compass “Expression of Interest” closed.
Enrolments and payments open to all families who expressed interest.
Enrolments close and payments to be finalised.
Confirmation sent to all families who have enrolled.
Further enrolments open to all Foundation, year 1&2 families if places are still
available, and will close once cap has been reached.
Final enrolments close, if not already closed.
Confirmation to any final families.
Groups confirmed and sent home. Parent helpers requested.
Program commences.

Sunday 18/6
Tuesday 20/6
Friday 23/6
Term 3

Swimming Success at FPS
The past two weeks has seen more swimming success at Fairfield Primary School. On Tuesday 7 March
thirteen children attend the Northcote Division Swimming Carnival and all thirteen successfully placed in
their races to qualify for the Northern Region Carnival—held on Wednesday 15 March—a truly outstanding
effort. Exciting news for those grade 6 students who were unable to compete at the division carnival
because of camp, they were all granted an invitation straight to the region carnival and given the
opportunity to swim once again.
The competition at the Northern Region Carnival is very high and to make it through and compete at this
level the students are already among the fastest twenty swimmers for their age, from the Northern
Metropolitan Region. The competition was very tight and the difference between the places was a matter of
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seconds. A couple of students finished in the top three, which is a huge achievement. Lorimer Bouman
finished 2nd in the 11 year-old boys 50m breaststroke and was part of the 11 year-old boys 4x50m relay
team of Alex Crawford, Will Mooney and Walter Taylor who finished 3rd. Ben Daile was part of the team at
the division level and we recognise his efforts in helping the team qualify for the regionals.

A complete list of results and times is on the School Sport Victoria website. Everyone should be very proud of
their efforts in competing at this carnival. Thank you to all the parents who helped out along the way with
transport and supervision of children.

Our super swimmers!

Our Victorian State Junior Surf Life Saving Champion
Congratulations to Will Mooney who last weekend competed at the Victorian State Junior Surf Life Saving
Championships at Warrnambool. Will received a gold medal in the Team Beach Sprint Relay, silver medals
for the Individual 500m Beach Run and the Team Surf Swim as well as a bronze medal in the Team Board
Relay. A wonderful achievement to receive such awards at a State Competition.
Well done Will! It is always nice to hear about success in Sports outside of school.
~ Geoff McShane, Sports Teacher

Orchestra and Choir News
A Fair Performance
The Fairfield Choir, Orchestra and Brass students are really excited to be performing at the Fair this year. The
Orchestra will kick off the music stage with two pieces, ‘I Knew You Were Trouble’ and the theme from ‘The
Flintstones’. This will be followed by a performance from our musical friends and partners, Thornbury High
School (THS). Their fantastic brass band will play five or six items, led by Sean Nihill who runs the free
trumpet and trombone lessons here at Fairfield. We will then hear from our choir who will sing ‘Somewhere
Only We Know’ followed by our combined final piece ‘Twist and Shout’, accompanied by THS.
Don’t miss this wonderful celebration of music at our school! We will be starting at 2pm sharp and finished
by 2:45pm.
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Busking at the Fair
Busking is back! Don’t miss it. Kicking off at 3 - 4.30pm next to the BER building. Children will be busking
everything from classical to interpretive nursery rhymes, pianos, guitars and shakers. See Rosie (the
Performing Arts teacher) about getting a slot. Come and support the children as they brave up and sing for
our school, raising much needed funds. Go kids!

Teachers singing?!?
Last year Atty and Ursula had great fun singing with The Mean Average and Kerri Simpson. So watch out…
you may see them on stage again this year. Keep your eyes peeled about 6.30pm! Rumour has it that they
will join Ash Naylor for a song. Come and see Ash’s awesome 70s extravaganza show and epic finale to our
fair.
~ Ursula Woods, Orchestra and Choir Coordinator

Community News
Fairfield Farmers Market
Our school once again is hosting the Fairfield Farmers Market, from 8am – 1pm on Saturday 18 March. Come
for some terrific autumn produce.

Banyule Festival Arty Farty Fest Parade–Sunday 19 March
The Banyule Festival is taking place on Sunday 19th March and each year the East Ivanhoe Community Bank
walk in the parade with many of the community groups that they support.
We would love some representatives of FPS
community to join us to walk in the Banyule
Parade, and carry the Fairfield Primary
School placard. Here are the event details:


Meet at the top of Burgundy Street
(near the corner of Mount St) at
9:45am, (the placards will be lined up
on the fence adjacent to the
Bathroom retailer) ready to walk in
the parade at 10am. The convertible
yellow Mini Cooper and Piggy will be
there, making the group easy to find.



We walk in the parade together,
which ends at the Arty Farty Fest
held down at Banyule Flats. Here is the parade route.



Some photos will be taken at Banyule Flats and then the parade participants are free to go around
11am.



If you are able to participate, or have questions, let Carly Kluge know.

~ Carly Kluge
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General News
Permission to Publish
We all love to look at the pictures and videos of our students in action. As the saying goes ‘A picture is worth
a thousand words.’ To that end, we are looking to update our student database of ‘Permission to Publish”.
In Compass next week, there will be a survey for parents to complete. We are seeking verification that you
are happy for us to publish photos and videos of your child in our newsletter, flyers about the school, class
booklets, school displays and on our website.
If we are looking for photos for external marketing (newspapers, billboards, promotional materials, etc.) we
would seek your permission directly, as needed.

Premiers' Reading Challenge 2017
The Premiers' Reading Challenge (PRC) is on
again. We encourage our students to start
writing down the books they are reading.
These books can then be added to your
child’s challenge total. Entry forms will be
given all students shortly by their class
teacher. All students are encouraged to aim
to complete the reading challenge.
~ Leeanne Baddeley, Premiers' Reading
Challenge Coordinator

Aaron's grade five students from 2016 completed the PRC. What a successful group!
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